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www.minispares.com
 The Beginning 
Our founder, Keith Dodd, started his career with Minis in 1963 at a London BMC 
dealership and opened Mini Spares in 1975. The company has developed into the 
world’s largest stockholding and the leading supplier of quality parts for Minis. A long 
serving  staff, full of expertise and knowledge, supply most of the traders and racers 
around the world. The emphasis is still on customer satisfaction, alternative product 
choices, the quality of our products and competitive prices.

With a turnover in excess of £16 million Mini Spares’ buying power allows  
it  to pass on huge savings to customers and re-invest in parts that require huge 
minimum orders from suppliers to make production runs viable. This has helped in 
production of many parts such as clutch and brake parts from the original tooling that 
was used on the Mini production line. 

Many of our parts are produced exactly to the original Mini factory specifications. 
For example, our engine mountings are produced to the original drawings, however 
some parts have been further developed and redesigned for better fitment or have 
undergone other upgrades. Our radiator hoses are now available with genuine Kevlar 
strands for longevity (with a 2 year guarantee) - and are often imitated by lesser 
brands! We have silicon hoses available as a modern alternative to the traditional 
rubber hoses.  
Mini Spares has access to many companies that now use the factory original 
tooling, and, as mentioned previously, our own tooling was so good it was used to 
make parts for Rover themselves!

• Mk1/2/3/4 rear lamps made from original UK tooling, unlike most on the market. 
• Plastic type post-1980 exterior mirrors and original style interior mirrors. 
• A range of genuine and aftermarket body panels and petrol tanks.  
• Gas flowed alloy 5 and 8 port cylinder heads for road and race. 
• Standard and performance powertrain parts such as crankshafts, baulk rings, selector 
forks, synchro hubs, gears, Xpin diff and 5 speed gearbox. 
• Original homologated HiLo suspension and the development of rubber cone springs 
along with all suspension geometry items such as adjustable lower arms. 
• Exhausts for standard fitment or performance. Most of the original exhausts probably 
rusted away years ago, but Mini Spares came up with 2 to 3 piece systems to suit all 
for ease of fitment and carriage. The world famous RC40 system, which is still available, 
was updated with the Millennium range to include different fitting options and sizes 
including stainless steel versions

Apart from many original drawings  
obtained over the years we have many of our parts professionally drawn to eradicate 
manufacturing problems. For many years Mini Spares has produced a range of grilles 
and all other bright-work such as bumpers, door trims, wheel arches and body seam 
mouldings. Our  wiper blades clean the screen properly. Our heater valves do not leak 
or burst. Our correctly shaped engine mountings are easy to fit. Many of the parts have 
been copied, but not to our standard, which was high enough for Rover to purchase 
our grilles and surrounds for their own assembly line and dealer outlets. 

When comparing prices note that many competitors use original or genuine part 
numbers for spurious parts. The few original parts available now are diminishing quickly 
so always demand a Mini Spares branded part for the best quality available and peace 
of mind. 
Mini Spares only use part numbers for those that originated from the original suppliers 
to BMC/Rover unless the manufacturer or part is obsolete, but we always indicate on 
the website whether it is a genuine or non-genuine part. Many of our competitors have 
no idea what was or is original and many descriptions are deceptive but with over 55 
years expertise on hand Mini Spares knows exactly and therefore is absolutely 
transparent in this information. 
Part numbers with MS prefix or suffix depict a non genuine part or a cheaper alternative. 
EVO suffix represents parts with latest technology and an improvement over the original. 
You have a peace of mind when you buy from Mini Spares that you are getting the 
correctly fitting quality part. On like-for-like parts it is rare to find any advertiser selling 
comparative parts cheaper unless totally inferior in quality.

Quality is Paramount!

Always visit our 
website for latest 
prices and offers

Mini Spares are here to help tackle the job of sorting the good, the bad and the ugly by 
checking every part made available or offered to us, whether claimed original or a 
replacement, from the many spurious suppliers all around the world. 
Every part, even so-called ‘Mini Spares branded parts’ are being copied for financial 
gain as Minis climb in popularity and value. Unscrupulous companies can get parts 
made cheaply overseas, but they lack the technical knowledge and precision required 
to make them correctly.

 OUR CONCLUSION 
 If it looks too good to be true,  it probably is!

 Demise of Original Parts
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 But Do Not Worry - Demand Mini Spares Parts 
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After the closure of Rover the last genuine parts used on the assembly line some 19 
years ago have diminished enormously and the parts supply sections of the business 
has changed ownership so many times that much of the good old trusted genuine 
Rover/Unipart spares are becoming a distant memory. 
All too often cheap replacements now appear in genuine looking packaging.

We’ve seen distributors with all different curves in the same batch. 
Base plates that stick and alter the curves, sometimes jamming 
in full advance. When tested we had difficulty getting them to run 
correctly when using a timing light and we found that the rotor 
arm and dog at the bottom of shaft was often out of phase putting 
the rotor arm in wrong position in relation to the point at where the spark fired. We also 
found rotor arms that were hard up against the carbon bush in the top of distributor cap 
causing the cap to burn away in middle. Having tried and tested countless suppliers of 
imported and British made distributors we had all ours individually built and tested to 
prevent costly engine 
failures and breakdowns for the following reason - those suppliers were unable 
to advise what curves were in them - we rarely found them the same in any batch! 

 
Some of the horrors we have seen are: swivel pin joints marked 
as ‘genuine GSJ166’ which had material faults and were so poorly 
produced they could not be fitted correctly! 
 

Head gaskets with rubber seals that would fall out 
and gasket sets containing the wrong parts!

X
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

December magazine – 1st November
January magazine – 1st December
February magazine – 1st January

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Malcolm Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
01580 765126 
malcolm.voss@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Subscriptions Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Subscriptions Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
subscriptions@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
David Hucker 
Orchard Cottage,12 Wimpstone,  
Stratford upon Avon, Warks, CV37 8NS 
07860 115481 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Position vacant 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Brian Culcheth
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk. Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Subscriptions
The Lavenham Press administer  
our Subscriptions - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
By the time this issue of 

CooperWorld drops on your door 
mat the clocks will have gone back 
and the days will have really started 
to get noticeably shorter as well as 
colder too, as we draw nearer the 
end of an amazing anniversary year for 
our favourite little car. There were so 
many shows and events you could have 
attended that joined in the celebrations 
of this milestone Mini anniversary 
and, of course, we covered a record 
number of them in last month’s issue.

Perhaps one of the events that really pushed the envelope out as 
far as celebrating the Mini goes was the Goodwood Revival which 
I was lucky to attend on a very sunny and warm Friday. But I have 
to say what makes this event so special is that most of the people 
who attend it take the trouble to dress up in period cloths which has 
the effect of transporting you back in time. So, in order to immerse 
myself in the atmosphere of the event, I dressed up accordingly too 
because the first time I went to the revival I didn’t bother and felt 
somewhat left out of the party. Fortunately, our Coachbuilt Registrar, 
Steve Burkinshaw, was at the Goodwood Revival too and has forsaken 
his Register report for a month and written an article on this one of a 
kind event. You can find Steve’s article on page 16.  

So, what else do we have for you in this issue? Well, I am really 
pleased to have received an article from our regular contributor 
Richard Pengelly. Richard has written an interesting article on the two 

Swiftune cams numbered SW5 and SW10 respectively, which no 
doubt a number of you may have in your car’s engine in the search 
of the maximum performance you can get out of your Mini. I would 
urge you to read Richard’s as always well researched article on 
these two cams if you have one or other of them fitted in your car’s 
engine. And if you don’t have a Swiftune cam fitted then it might be 
worth your while reading the article if you have been contemplating 
fitting one to your car. You will find Richard’s article in the Technical 
Topics section on page 28.

As I mentioned in last month’s issue, because we had so many 
events articles, we ran out of page space and so we had to hold 
back a couple of non-time sensitive articles - one of these was Peter 
Barker’s ‘interview with…’ article. So, to put that right, it is in this 
month’s issue and Peter’s interviewee is the inimitable ‘Jumping’ Jeff 
Williamson. Jeff was a late comer to the Abingdon Competitions 
Department’s team but quickly made a name for himself (in all 
senses of the word) as a bit of a go for it dare devil driver hence his 
nick name! Sadly, this will be Peter’s last ‘interview with’ article for 
a while as work commitments are going to preclude him from being 
able to devote any time to writing these article. 

And finally, it is nice to have no less than four ‘letters’ from club 
members on a variety of subjects which, in my view, demonstrates 
that the passion and interest in our little cars is as strong as ever, 
even after 60 years since they came into being.

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



Sally Salter will again be there selling from the club shop and if you want 
anything in particular, do place an order in advance through the MCR club 
shop (in good time) to save the postage. The time involved in putting on 
this stand for the MCR cannot be understated and it is to Justin’s credit 
that he and his team continue to support the show so well for us. It is a 
big shop window for the club and a useful recruiting platform for new 
members to join us. We appreciate all that you do guys.

Over the last month or two, the Website has received a good deal 
of attention and has been updated and hopefully it will appear 

more current and with more relevant information to hand. This is 
your website and Registrars and Regional Organisers are strongly 
encouraged to contribute to their sections of the Website as all, I 
believe, do now have access to their relevant sections. It is much 
better that the Website is kept up to date and fresh as this obviously 
encourages frequent revisits. Facebook still seems to be the preferred 
social media option of choice these days with our forum and most 
others slowly declining in use. Each, to my mind has their uses but I 
guess the more instant and pictorial Facebook is the popular choice 
these days. Many Regions now have their own Facebook page and 
this is a good point of contact and for getting the word out. David 
Hucker, our PR Officer, has contributed greatly in enhancing our 
social media presence and this is both good for the club and good for 
our sponsors to see just how active we are. So thank you David for 
your hard work.

Looking forward to 2020, our Bournemouth weekend on 24th 
– 26th January is always a welcome addition to the calendar 

and kicks off the start of the year and is a distraction from getting 
over post Christmas blues. If you’ve not yet booked or confirmed 
your reservation from earlier this year, do get in touch with the 
hotel and book a place. Details are in the events calendar and Josh 
Bromwich can fill you in with more details if you wish. This year is 
fancy dress for the Saturday evening dinner (not compulsory but 
most do join in) and the theme is Science Fiction – so plenty of 
scope there. It’s always a fun weekend and filling the hotel with 
club members makes it feel a bit special. The hotel is good value, 
the food always good and with the often fine weather we seem to 
find at end of January, that too is a welcome addition. Book now, as 
they say, to avoid disappointment.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

The club's Minis to Ireland run was 
by all accounts a great success and 

despite the odd few hours of rain, the 
Irish weather was kind to us – the Irish 
country side is green for a good reason! 
I was pleased that we continue to attract 
new faces to these events and this year 
we welcomed no less than twenty six new 
people to our ‘Minis to’ run. We were 
also delighted to have three members 
over from New Zealand and two from 
Spain willing to enter and enjoy the lovely 
Irish hospitality and roads on offer. The 

Irish people are some of the warmest I know and it is a delight to be in 
their company. A full report will be in next month’s CooperWorld, so I 
won’t say much more, suffice to say that there were a few mechanical 
breakdowns along the way, but with the attendant service crew and 
numerous willing hands, nobody was left stranded. It only leaves me 
to thank everyone who made the event what it was and for the Wyllie 
family in Ireland for devising the route for us. 

Next year we again head off to the Alps. For those interested, a full 
advert appears in this month’s CooperWorld with all the details of 
the planned itinerary. You are asked to register your interest with 
the entries secretary - simply email Lesley Young subscriptions@
minicooper.org. These events, I must stress, are superb value for 
money. The entry fee is designed to simply cover the cost of running the 
event, with the very smallest of profit margin, but hopefully ensures we 
don’t actually lose money putting the event on for you!  Entries for Minis 
to the Alps 2020 will open on the 9th November 2019, when entry 
forms and regulations will be emailed to everyone on the list. If you 
have not emailed Lesley, asking to be put on the list, then please do so if 
you wish to take part. Entries will, I’m sure, go very fast as they did two 
years ago when the entry list had filled in just one week. 

The Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show at the NEC takes place 
on 8th to 10th November where Justin Ridyard, our hard working 

Events Co-ordinator, will again be putting on the club stand for us. This 
is a great show but it can be exhausting trying to get around the many 
halls in just one day's visit, so much so, that many need two days (or 
more) to take it all in. The MCR stand, with the other Mini clubs, is in 
Hall 2, stand 340, so do take time to pop in and say hello to Justin and 
his team. It is often the focal point for many to meet other members 
and take a break for a while. 

We welcome the following new members who joined during September

NEW MEMBERS

Callum Paddy, Stowmarket, Suffolk

Scott Rendell, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire

Richard & Richie Gregory, Gillingham, Kent

Andrew Newbery, Bristol

Monique Tanghe & Barrie Meakin, Bradford, West Yorkshire

Richard Woodward, Widnes, Cheshire

Peter Newman, Hereford, Herefordshire

Pippa Johnson, Windsor, Berkshire

John Coleman, Stornoway, Highlands

Ian Crimp, Reading, Berkshire

Alastair Brown, Dumfries, Dumfries and Galloway

Paul Lovely, Horncastle, Lincolnshire

Douglas Wood & Eva Byett, Keighley, West Yorkshire

Malcolm Taylor, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire

Dawn Smedley & Vincent Pearson, Retford, Notts

Phil & Pauline Saunders, Oxted, Surrey

Richard Cooper, Swindon, Wiltshire

Linda & Robin Little, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire

Marcus Chambers, Pontefract, West Yorkshire

Nathan Stokoe, Glasgow, Glasgow City
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This advert only represents 5% of our stock, please phone for more parts and prices.   ALL PRICES IN THE ADVERT INCLUDE VAT.   E&OE - Prices correct at time of going to press. Subject to change without notice.

BADGES

MK1 Boot scripts: Mini or Cooper/Seven/Austin   £13.49/£8.06/£11.94
‘S’ Script - MK1 (Small / Large)   £5.05/£8.38
1275 / 1000 /850 Script £17.10/£12.55/£10.32
Austin Cooper / ‘S’ Bonnet MK1   £15.23
Morris Cooper / ‘S’ Bonnet MK1   £39.59
Morris Cooper / ‘S’ Boot MK1   £31.44
Cooper ‘S’ MK2 Boot insert - Austin / Morris   £1 1.70
Cooper ‘S’ MK2 Boot bezel   £33.96
Cooper MK2 Bonnet insert - Austin   £1 3.84
Cooper MK2 Bonnet bezel - Austin / Morris   £18.11 each
Mini Minor MK1 - Boot   £23.99
Austin / Morris Cooper ‘S’ MK2 - Bonnet insert   £1 1.80/£13.06
Austin / Morris Cooper ‘S’ MK2 - Bonnet bezel   £18.11 each
Morris MK1 - Bonnet badge   £35.34
Austin MK1 - Bonnet insert   £23.94
Austin MK1 - Bonnet bezel   £22.63
MK3 Cooper ‘S’ Boot   £21.60
Mini Special boot badge   £21.60
Speedwell cast badge   £16.08
1275 GT boot – Red or Black   £21.60 each
1275 GT boot – Silver or Black   £22.25 each
1275 GT grille badge   £12.00
Downton rocker cover plate   £10.21
Mk1 Horn push – Austin or Morris   £49.62 each
B.M.C. Rosettes, S.T. stickers, engine bay/Rocker cover stickers etc all in stock
1275 GT stripes. 8 colours in stock   £25.54
Clubman Estate stripe sets   £54.00
Winged Mini badge (non genuine)   £9.00
GB badge (chrome on brass)   £18.00
Paddy Hopkirk accelerator pedal   £8.12

SUSPENSION & STEERING

Spax/Koni gas adjustables (Std, Lowered or Estate)   £71.99/£70.98 each
Standard shocks / Gas-a-just   £15.34/£33.94 each
Comp bump stop kit (front/rear) Hydro only   £23.48
Steering racks outright   £69.72
Reconditioned radius arms (exchange)   £94.80
Hydrolastic pipes -  Nylon / Copper   £42.00/£33.78
Knuckle joint   £4.08 each
Swivel joint kit   £10.73 per hub
Track rod ends (Genuine / Non Genuine)   £14.39/£5.40
Steering rack boot kit (pair)   £5.94
Front subframe - Front mount / Rear mount   £4.20/£5.94
Displacer dust cover   £9.64
Bottom arm bushes   £1.80 each
Tie rod bushes   £1.08 each
Front towing eye   £10.20
Negative camber bottom arms 1.5 degrees   £53.76 pair
Adjustable tie rods (road use)   £21.60
Adjustable rear camber brackets   £48.64 pair
Adjustable suspension units - Standard / Competition   £26.40/£30.13 pair

MANIFLOW EXHAUST SYSTEMS
The only exhaust system with a three year guarantee

Twin box - Side or Centre exit   £110.04
Single box - Side or Centre exit   £81.48
Manifl ow stage 2 L.C.B – Standard / Injection   £93.96/£126.84
Manifl ow L.C.B Standard / Big bore / Injection   £81.48/£199.92/£99.96
Manifl ow freefl ow suits 850 / 998 / 1098   £81.48
Van/Estate - Single box / Twin box   £115.92/£141.96
Catalyst back - Single / Twin box   £103.32/£130.20

OTHER EXHAUST SYSTEMS

RC40 - Twin box / Single box   £64.80/£51.24
Works replica rally system (STR807)   £213.36
Sportex rear box single tailpipe   £Ask
Manifold gasket  - Standard / Big bore   £1.18/£3.53

ACCESSORIES

Top quality car covers - Waterproof / Indoor / Dust   £100.50/£55.24/£43.16
Clear indicator lens kit including bulbs - Early / Late   £7.66/£8.68 pair
Clear rear lens kit including bulbs   £31.20
Stainless dipstick A+   £10.20
Chrome wiper bezels (including nut & gaskets)   £6.90 pair
Stainless wiper blanks   £5.62 pair
Chrome twin washer jets (no drilling required)   £6.48 pair
Deluxe gear knob (leather or wood)   £8.09 each
Steering column dropper bracket   £3.00
Seat adjuster kit   £4.39
Carb dashpot covers 1.25, 1.5, 1.75   £8.95 each
Grille buttons – Quick release (Black / Chrome)   £12.88/£8.56
Rocker cover buttons / T-Bars   £8.16/£6.96
Paddy Hopkirk accelerator pedal   £8.12
Bonnet straps - Leather / Rubber   £10.50/£5.40
Internal bonnet release kit   £23.68
Bonnet pins   £9.19
Stainless headlamp peaks   £15.26 pair
Quadoptic Halogen headlamp kit -  RHD/LHD   £47.59/£57.07
Wheel spacers - 3/8, 3/4 etc   £19.19/£23.32
Rear fog lamp   £1 7.40 each

Alloy rocker Cover / Chrome cap   £30.60/£6.90
B.M.C. green engine paint - Brush-on / 400ml Aerosol   £12.92/£12.24
Trilock locking wheel nut set   £19.92
Competition top engine steady - 998 / 1275 / injection   £25.54 each
Broken steady bar bolt kit   From £18.00
Budget driving lamp set   £33.17
Dummy RHD fi ller neck   £9.00
Motolita steering wheels in stock   From £190.94
Mountney steering wheel  13” vinyl   £39.78
Mountney steering wheel  13” black/coloured leather   £62.74
Mountney steering wheel  14” wood   £78.23
Mountney steering wheel  Boss kit   £16.63
K.A.D. Quickshift - Rod / Remote change   £128.40/£78.54
Electronic ignition kit - Aldon /Lumenition   £95.12/£132.30
Central locking kit   £101.80

CHROME & BRIGHTWORK

MK1 & MK2 door handles - Single / Pair   £Ask/£Ask
MK1 & MK2 Matching handle & boot lock set   £144.90
Barrel sets (3 matching locks with keys) MK1 & MK2 / MK3    £34.19/£27.07
MK1 & MK2 Van etc, internal door opening handle   £27.34
Chrome boot handles MK1 & MK2 / MK3   £26.10/£27.30
Period 60’s locking fuel cap   £23.50
Stainless bumper - Budget / Polished Non Genuine)   £58.06/£60.04
Van/Pick-up quarter bumper - Chrome / Black)   £17.17/£49.72 each
Black bumper (Non Genuine)   £49.94
S/S overrider kit x 4  - Undrilled / Drilled (including fi xings)   £18.10/£81.98
Corner bar kit x 4 (including fi xings)   £60.48
Cooper grille - 8 slat   £70.28
Cooper spot lamp grille - Internal / X release   £98.70/£102.90
Spot lights for above   £33.17
MK1 Morris Cooper grille   £84.18
MK1 Austin Cooper grille   £88.20
MK3 / Mayfair chrome grille - 11 slat   £Ask
MK1 Austin grille   £79.51
MK1 Moustache / Moustache whisker   £92.70/£10.44
Clips for above   66p
Grille surround kit - 3 piece   £38.96
Stainless wiper arms (RHD or LHD British made)   £8.70
Stainless wiper blades (British made)   £7.92
Stainless door mirror (standard fi tment type inc. plastic plinth)   £22.85
Chrome plinth for above   £9.61
Racing ‘bullet’ mirror top quality plinth mounted   £34.44
Stainless ‘Clip-on’ overtaker mirror   £36.54
MK3 handle set (3 piece) / with MK1 boot lock   £101.74
Stainless headlamp stone guards   £14.35 pair
Period wing mirrors - full range in stock   Ask
MK1 & MK2 door bin trim   £13.84
MK1 & MK2 stainless window channel support   £22.45 each
Door kick plate (suits MK1 & MK2)   £16.70
Headlamp rim (Genuine / Non Genuine)   £19.91/£7.30
Cooper ‘S’ Flat top ashtray   £12.90
Small hub caps - Chrome / Stainless   £26.21/£21.70
Original British made Aston & Monza caps in stock. Please ask   Ask
Chrome MK3 number plate lamp   £15.32
Chrome - Winder / Release handle   £11.65/£16.80

CARPETS & INTERIOR TRIM

Standard carpet set - 9 piece (Black or Charcoal, L.H.D. add 10%)   £49.78
Deluxe carpet set - 9 piece top quality, bound edges, tailored to fi t exhaust 
tunnel, heel mats and seat frame pads-now includes full cross member and 
parcel shelf carpet - Available in the following colours: Black, grey, green, 
red, brown, beige, navy, light blue   £106.19
Deluxe carpet set - Estate, including luggage fl oor   £156.60
Carpet mats top quality fully tailored-set of 4   £48.98
Carpet underlay kit cut to fi t fl oor   £37.34
Under bonnet soundproofi ng set cut to fi t Mini / Clubman   £21.44/£25.52
Boot lid liner - tidies frame of boot lid includes screws   £15.76
Door check straps  MK1 & MK2 etc   £12.07 each
Dash liners either side of speedo   £19.80 pair
Bulkhead soundproofi ng pad - Early / Late   £16.02 each
Van/Pick-up millboard door liners - black   £41.94 pair
Dash shelf liner (black)   £17.49
Traveller wood set guaranteed to fi t top quality English ash   £960.00
Seat belts: Inertia / Static / Rear lap strap   £40.16/£27.80/£18.52
(colours available: Red, blue, gold and grey)
WE SUPPLY QUALITY PERIOD INTERIOR TRIM, 
COBRA AND CORBEAU SEATS!

SEALS & RUBBERS
MK3 door (1970 onwards) / MK1 & MK2 door   £13.79/£16.85
Van door rubber (special profi le)   £16.85
Van & Estate rear door rubbers   £29.62 pair
Clips for above   £0.41p each
Van & Estate door window seals   £29.18 each
Windscreen rubber (One piece front/rear) / Wide type   £15.32/£13.20
Chrome screen fi ller strip   £6.13
1/4 light seal - ‘72’ onwards / MK1 & MK2 / Fixed   £9.55/£10.20/£7.80
Glass to frame glazing rubber   £5.70 per/metre
Lamp to body seal - MK1 / MK2 / MK3   £3.12/£8.40/£7.15
Sliding window channel - Upper / Lower   £9.54/£21.25 each
Clubman Estate (complete kit)   £45.60
Vertical draught excluders   £Ask
Plastic window catches   £6.80 each

Boot seal - ‘Clip-on’ type / Push-on type)   £15.01/£14.29
Arch/side trim - Chrome OE type / Black   £15.54/£10.74
Waist seal chrome or rubber - Outer / Inner   £16.15/£15.60
Roof gutter trim - Chrome / Black (top quality)   £11.70/£10.74
Door check arm seal - Early / Late   £3.90/£3.54 each

M. MACHINE PANELS
We stock the largest range of M.Machine panels in the south. These are 
superb quality panels made to original specifi cations - the only panels 
to use in a restoration! Just about any panel you can think of has been 
reproduced - please ask.  Listed below are JUST A FEW examples:

Saloon front to rear fl oor includes inner and outer sill and jacking point to 
1st fl ute (also available for Van, Pick-up and Traveller)   £104.58 each
as above but to exhaust tunnel   £134.24 each
MK1 outer sill (4 fl ute)   £19.36
MK1 saloon rear wing   £88.09
Van & Pick-up front panel (pressed integral grille)   £173.57
Cooper ‘S’ front panel   £159.00
Van & Estate rear valence closing plate   £5.58
Saloon boot fl oor panels - Side section / Rear section   £24.30/£28.34
Van lower rear corner repair (below light)   £14.04

We stock most genuine Rover and repair panels, examples below:
GENUINE RESTORATION QUALITY                NON GENUINE
£116.03/£116.03  Front Wing MK1 / MK3   £61.25/£61.25
£213.72/£213.72   Front panel - Pre ’76 or Post ‘76 £76.91/£66.42
£25.64  ‘A’ panel (internal hinges)   £14.58
£201.52 each  Bonnet - MK3 & MK1   £169.04/NLS
£97.72 each  Door skin - Internal & External hinges   £43.85/£43.33
£N/A  Door frame repair (bottom) MK1/MK2 & 3   £39.16/£21.76
£45.80/£37.46  Narrow sill - Saloon / Estate                       £19.62/£26.82
£62.82  Rear valence   £19.37
£487.31/£487.31   Rear subframe - Dry / Hydro                       £248.58/£N/A
£N/A  Van / Estate fuel tank   £195.00
£34.91/£53.28  Rear subframe mounting panel - End / Full   £N/A
£79.52/£41.68  ‘A’ panel (external hinges) - Inner / Outer   £29.88/£13.32
Panel lists available please ask

CARBS, FILTERS & INLETS

Carburettor re-build kits   From £45.89
Reconditioned carburettors   From £150.00
HS2 & HS4 main jet   £17.84
HS4 Waxstat main jet   £36.46
HIF 44 service kit   £40.79
Water heated inlet - HS4, HIF 6/44   £33.06
S.U. Uprated needles - Stage 1 & 2 988 / 1275 etc   £12.95
Choke cable - MK1 & MK2 / MK3   £13.80/£10.97
Throttle cable - HS carbs / HIF carbs   £4.74/£5.99
Electric fuel pump - Genuine S.U. / Non Genuine                          £99.79/£61.78
Van Front/Rear fuel pipe (includes tank union)   £31.98
Facet pumps - Standard / Silver top /Red top   £43.74/£87.66/£91.18
Filter king regulator - Glass or Alloy bowl   £54.10/£54.42
Glass fuel - Filter / In-line regulator   £9.00/£2.727

GOODRIDGE PERFORMANCE LINES

Braided brake line set (4 lines)   £41.86
Braided clutch hose standard / Verto   £12.70/£15.68
Metro 4 pot caliper conversion set   £52.19
Late Servo brake hose kit   £32.64
Braided oil fi lter feed pipe ‘92 - ’96   £64.67

BRAKES, DRIVESHAFTS ETC

Silicon brake fl uid - 1 litre   £35.77
Brake discs - 998 / Cooper S   £48.72 each/£19.80 each
8.4’’ Brake disc -  Standard / Drilled and grooved   £10.20/£61.08
‘S’ Stainless caliper piston   £10.21
‘S’ caliper piston seals   £4.95 each
8.4’’ Stainless caliper piston   £8.82 each
8.4’’ caliper seals   £4.79 per caliper
‘S’ / 8.4” drive fl ange   £27.85/£30.48
Spaced rear drum / Standard rear drum   £14.58/£13.19
Extended wheel studs - 60mm / 80mm   £1.62/£2.64
Timken front disc bearings - Genuine / Non Genuine   £61.13/£14.04
Timken front drum bearings - Genuine / Non Genuine   ASK/£12.42
Timken rear bearings - Genuine / Non Genuine   £33.56/£1 1.34
8.4’’ (late) disc pads standard / Fast road   £14.84/£30.64
MK3 ‘S’ type servo kit (including brackets and pipes etc)   £203.28
Brake pipe set complete car (copper with brass unions)   From £98.62
C.V. joint (new including nut & boot) / Pot joint   £31.20/£33.13
Drive coupling rubber (each) / Nylon (pair)   £35.70/£69.92
Single line master cylinder - Plastic / Tin/ ’S’   £46.48/£80.64/£79.06
C.V. boot kit - Outer / Inner   £4.20/£5.26
Disc brake front hub (Genuine)   £52.13

PERFORMANCE FILTERS

K+N                                                 Pipercross
£46.32/£44.53  Filter element HS4 /injection Cooper   £N/A
£93.62  HS4 cone fi lter   £37.26
£76.60  HS4 round fi lter   £46.94
£107.53  HS2 round fi lter   £46.94
£97.76  HIF44 cone fi lter   £37.26
£N/A  Stub stacks   £N/A
£11.76  Filter cleaner - 1 litre   £N/A

£9.28  Filter oil - 400ml / Kit   £9.46
£24.94  Crankcase breather   £23.99
£129.52/£104.32  57i kit - MPi / 57i kit - SPi   £92.10/£76.13
£N/A  Special twin carb fi lter including back plate   £104.38

WHEEL ARCHES

Standard black plastic arch kit   £27.38
Stainless wheel arch covers including sill trims   £81.52
Group two works arch kit (including piping & screws) 
Superb quality, no painting required!   £82.80
W & P style arch kit – (includes piping & screws – concealed fi xings) 
Superb quality, no painting required!   £97.02
Arch to body piping x 4   £11.40
Cooper Sports-pack arch kit (Genuine Rover)   £450.82

STAGE 1 KIT (998/1275)

Manifl ow Manifold, RC40 or Manifl ow system, water heated inlet manifold, fi tting 
kit, uprated needle, tapered air fi lter, gaskets, water pipe, clips, studs (other 
combinations available) - Single box / Twin box         £244.12/£271.00

SYKES-PICKAVANT
MINI SERVICE TOOLS

Flywheel puller (UNF/Metric)   £30.62
Suspension cone compressor (metric/UNF)   £75.60
Swivel/fl ywheel bolt socket    £19.76
Ball joint splitter (scissor type/heavy duty)   £24.94
Rear hub puller  £1 1.38
Valve spring compressor   £24.30
Cylinder honing tool   £45.86
Piston ring compressor (ratchet type)   £17.78
Compression tester   £49.88
One-man brake bleeder   £10.25
Oil fi lter remover (super heavy duty)   £24.26
Feeler gauge set (imperial 10 blade)   £4.20
Brake adjusting spanner   £5.94
Disc hub/steering wheel socket (inch & 5/16th)   £9.70
Windscreen fi ller tool   £23.93
Wheel cylinder circlip tool   £1 1.52

ORIGINAL SMITHS INSTRUMENTS

All gauges available with Black or Magnolia face  BLACK  MAGNOLIA
Speedo (90 or 130mph or 200kph)   £221.02 £224.46
Water temperature gauge (electrical)    £40.45 £43.86
Oil pressure gauge (mechanical)   £63.67 £68.06
Clock (analogue)   £77.40 £80.82
Ammeter (-60 +60)   £40.45 £43.66
Voltmeter   £40.45 £43.66
Fuel gauge   £40.45 £43.66
Dual oil pressure/temperature gauge   £113.30 £114.50
80mm setable tacho (10,000 rpm)   £144.23 £149.68
Dash mounted tacho pod - Black / Chrome   £17.58 £24.23
Oil pressure gauge pipe - Nylon / Braided   £7.67 £24.18
Oil Temperature - Gauge / Adapter boss   £40.45 £19.08
We are Smiths distributors - other gauges in stock!

BURR WALNUT INTERIOR PARTS

Dashboards: Walnut, Maple, Alloy, etc.   £148.22 each
Door pull handles   £53.51 pair
Door release handles   £53.51 pair
Window winders   £55.38 pair
Walnut capping (set of 4)   £148.27 set
Walnut gearknob (original Rover specifi cation)   £20.22
Walnut handbrake cover   £19.28
Walnut switch panel cover (various types)   £22.51

We stock the ENTIRE Heritage bodyshell range. Please contact us with 
your requirements.
Sportspack (Body Shell - MK1)   £12547.08
Clubman Saloon (Body Shell - MK4 & Later) £8951.04

ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS OF MINI PARTS IN THE WORLD, WITH OVER 12,500 PARTS AVAILABLE!

WHILST WE ENDEAVOUR TO SOURCE AND SELL THE BEST QUALITY PARTS 
AVAILABLE, WE REGRET WE DO NOT CATER FOR CONCOURSE CARS.

SERVICE    RESTORATION    SPARES

Somerford Mini also have a FULL workshop facilities. We are experts at restoring Minis and turn out some of the BEST IN THE COUNTRY. We also offer other services from general repairs and servicing to 
up-rated engines and suspensions. In fact we cater for anything connected with a Mini. We offer expert advice and professional honest service. Why not visit our ever expanding shop and workshops?

 RESTORATION
We have unrivalled knowledge and 
experience. With full workshop 
facilities and highly skilled staff, we 
can restore your Mini to the highest 
standards. We cater for all types and 
years of Minis and can make your 
dream come true!

 REFURBISHMENT
Sadly every Mini succumbs to the dreaded 
rust. Our Refurbishment service could be 
the answer. Typically all ‘skin’ panels are 
replaced and the car receives an external 
respray. This will bring your Mini to it’s 
former glory and give it at least another 
15 years of life!

 OTHER SERVICES
We have a fully equipped workshop and carry over 
9000 new parts. We have over 20 years experience 
and a very skilled, knowledgeable workforce. We are 
able to carry out any job here is a list of some of our 
services, please contact us with your requirement: 
accident repair, mechanical repair, servicing, MOT 
tests, modifi cation & tuning and re-shells.

 RESTORATION  REFURBISHMENT  OTHER SERVICES

COUNTER SALES OR MAIL ORDER  

Phone for postage rates, it’s CHEAPER than you think!

We EXPORT 
all over the 
world!

SHOP OPENING HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9am - 6pm  
SATURDAY: 9am - 2pm  
SUNDAY: Closed

NEW LOOK WEBSITE! More than a website, this is the most useful resource tool in the business. 
Over 12,500 parts fully illustrated and many are available to buy online, visit . . . www.somerfordmini.co.uk 

Scan me!

Tel: (Parts) 01249 721421   Fax: 01249 721316   Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk 
9 Harris Road, Porte Marsh Industrial Estate, Calne, Wiltshire SN11 9PT  

‘FREE’ CATALOGUES 
For your FREE copy of the CLASSIC 
MINI ACCESSORIES and/or BODY 
PANEL catalogue, please contact us by 
phone or email (see top of advert). 

CD ROM Over 12,500 parts listed! 
Full of information and explanatory notes. Includes 
40 exclusive video clips of the last ever Mini 
being built at Longbridge. UK £4.08 incl. P&P. 
(Outside UK £5.00 incl. P&P).

BODYSHELLS
Range includes MK4, SPi, MPi
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This said the Brooklands Mini Day, Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
and the Goodwood Members Meeting are all on the same weekend of 
28th and 29th March Next year. We also have a clash of our planned 
Champagne Run and the Goodwood Festival of Speed. These things 
can’t be helped I suppose. We had planned originally for the Champagne 
Run to be the week before but this is the same weekend as Classic Le 
Mans which can cause crossing issues at the port or tunnel terminal. 
More on the Champagne Run next month. 

A reminder for the IMM in Germany next year, anyone interested in 
going please make contact. You will need to buy IMM tickets from 
https://imm2020.com/en/ and we plan to have a club camping area. 

That’s all for now!
 
Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I t has been a cracking summer for 
events, motorsport, static displays and 

many very good road runs and touring 
assemblies, some run from within the club 
and some heavily attended by you as MCR 
members. I am not going to list them all 
as there are far too many. 

Still to come this year is of course the 
always fantastic NEC Classic Motor 
Show. If you are a regular attendee you 
will understand my excitement, pure 
classic car heaven! We will be there again 
this year with another fantastic display 
of Coopers, no doubt swamped by the 

general public to take a look at the finest examples we have from the 
owners within our club.

Don’t forget we hope to be able to take a stand for the London to 
Brighton run for 2020, and if so, we will pre purchase run tickets for our 
members to purchase at face value. Let me know via email if you are 
interested in one of these run tickets.

After previous very successful factory visits in the last few years we 
plan to book somewhere for next year, perhaps Prodrive’s new facility 
or the Morgan car factory? It’s sometime nice to go for March or April 
before the show season kicks off and we are all busy. Any ideas of other 
suitable places to visit please drop me a line.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

Our current Mk1 Cooper Registrar, Barbara 
Alexander, has indicated her wish to step down 
from this role and so we are now looking for a 

suitable replace for her. 

This is a significant role which requires the 
position holder to have a reasonably good in 
depth knowledge of Mk1 Coopers in order 

to be able to write regular and authoritative 
articles on them for inclusion in CooperWorld. 

Additionally, the position holder may be asked by 
members for advice on their cars too. Another 

important aspect of this role is that the Registrar 
will be required to provide insurance valuations 

of members’ car when requested to do so.

If you think you might be able to fulfil this role 
then please contact the chairman Robert Young.

Vacancy
Mk1 Cooper Registrar 

This is an important role since the 
archivist will be responsible for the 

Club’s extensive and valuable archive 
resource which has been built up over 

the last 30 years.

The position also requires the archivist 
to write regular articles on the materials 

held within the archive for inclusion in 
CooperWorld.

If you think you might be able to fulfil this 
role then please contact the chairman 

Robert Young.

Vacancy
Archivist
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

November 2019 

Event: Essex Region Fireworks 
Date: 2nd November 2019 7pm 
Location: Wickford 
Contact: Hosted by Niki Halls 07530 988788

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/

Event: Northumberland Borders Rally 
Date: 16th November 
Location: Northumberland and Borders 
Contact: http://www.
northumberlandbordersrally.co.uk/

January 2020

Event: MINI FAIR BMC 
Date: 26th January 
Location: Bingley Hall, Staffordshire County 
Showground 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: MCR Hinton Firs Weekend 
Date: 25th-26th January 
Location: Bournemouth 
Contact: Josh Bromage secretary@minicooper.
org or telephone 07950 753299

February 2020

Event: London Classic Car Show 
Date: 13th-16th February 
Location: ExCeL London 
Contact: http://www.thelondonclassiccarshow.co.uk/

March 2020

Event: Brooklands Mini Day 
Date: 29th March 
Location: Brooklands Museum Trust Ltd, Brooklands 
Road, Weybridge. KT13 0QN 
Contact: https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/

Event: Practical Classic’s Restoration Show 
Date: 27th  – 29th March 
Location: NEC, Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.practicalclassics.co.uk/

Event: Goodwood Members Meeting 
Date: 28th-29th March 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-
events/members-meeting/

April 2020

Event: Blyton Park – MK1 Action Day 
Date: TBC April 
Location: Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. Track day at 
Blyton Park for MK1 Mini’s. 
Contact: http://mk1-performance-conversions.
co.uk/action-day.htm

May 2020

Event: Donington Historic Festival 
Date: 1st-2nd May 
Location: Donington 
Contact: Organisers

Event: DEWS Classic Car Show & Classic Run 
Date: May TBC 
Location: Brian Whitehead Sports Ground, 
Downton, Wilts 
Contact: www.dewsc.org.uk

Event: CMC Riveria Run 
Date:  1st - 3rd May 
Location: Newquay, Devon 
Contact: https://cmcrivierarun.co.uk/

Event: Himley Hall - BMC 
Date: 10th May 
Location: Nr Dudley, West Mildands, DY3 4DF 
Contact: https://britishminiclub.co.uk/

Event: LSMOC London to Brighton Run 
Date: 17th May  
Location: London and Brighton 
Contact: LSMOC https://www.london-to-brighton.
co.uk/

June 2020

Event: IMM Germany 
Date: 4th-8th June 
Location: Bavaria 
Contact: https://imm2020.com/en/

Event: MCR National Mini Cooper Day 
Date: 14th June 
Location: Beaulieu. Static show with trade 
stands and concours judging. Also includes an 
autojumble. It is open to all marques of Minis/
MINI’s. 
Contact: beaulieu@minicooper.org 

Event: Double Twelve Motorsport Festival 
Date: 20th-21st TBC June 
Location: Brooklands Motor Museum 
Contact: www.brooklandsmuseum.com

July 2020

Event: Classic Le Mans 
Date: 4th-5th July 
Location: Le Mans, France 
Contact: http://www.lemansclassic.com/language/
en/home/

Event: Champagne Run 
Date: 11th-12th July TBC 
Location: France 
Contact: Justin Ridyard events@minicooper.org

Event: Festival of Speed 
Date: 9th-12th July 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

August 2020

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: TBC 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: TBC 
Location: Kent 
Contact: events@minicooper.org

September 2020

Event: Minis to the Alps 
Date: 18th-25th September 
Location: France 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
subscriptions@minicooper.org

Event: Goodwood Revival 
Date: 11th-13th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

October 2020

Event: Off Peak Run 
Date: TBC October 
Location: TBC 
Contact:  Jack Ward youth@minicooper.org

EVENTS
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The Mini Cooper Register will be promoting a Touring Assembly to the French Alps in 2020. The event will run along similar lines to 
Minis to the Alps in 2018 crossing Northern France to the Vosges before heading southwards. The distances will be about 200 miles per 
day and there will be short cuts for those who want to make up time or don’t enjoy too many twisty roads. We will be running the event 
from Friday to Friday as opposed to the Saturday-Saturday timetable used in previous years. As usual the route will be described in a 
fully detailed Tulip road book and the organisers will provide a service vehicle and a sweeper car.

This is the initial planned route which is subject to change:

Day 1 - Friday 18th September late afternoon - Signing-on and night at Mercure Great Danes Hotel, Maidstone or similar in Kent with  
  a welcome dinner.

Day 2 - Saturday 19th September  - Maidstone to Reims - Maidstone to Dover for an early crossing to France. Heading  
  initially south from Calais into the countryside inland from Boulogne before joining the  
  autoroute south to St Quentin. Then using country roads to Reims via the old motor  
  racing circuit and to the overnight stop at the Novotel Tinqueux.

Day 3 - Sunday 20th September  - Reims to Mulhouse - Some main roads but when we get to the Vosges mountains  
  there are several cols.  Overnight stop at Mulhouse. The morning run is easy and fast.

Day 4 - Monday 21st September - Mulhouse to Aix-les-Bains - South on autoroute and then skirting the Swiss border  
  anti-clockwise to the valley of the Doubs. This is familiar territory but on some previously  
  unused rural roads. Fast country roads after Pontarlier take us steadily southwards to  
  Aix-les-Bains. 

Day 5 - Tuesday 22nd September  - Aix-les-Bains to Gap - The traditional climb up Mont Revard In the morning continuing  
  southwards on country roads using the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally route and over the  
  Chamrousse. In the afternoon there are several cols to climb over scenic roads on the  
  way down to Gap. 

Day 6 - Wednesday 23rd September  - Gap to Aix-les-Bains - We now head back northwards initially using a current Monte  
  Carlo Rally stage. Then more country roads alongside the Vercors mountains. After  
  bypassing Grenoble, the route goes over the Col du Granier and then approaches 
  Aix-les-Bains via the autoroute. 

Day 7 - Thursday 24th September - Aix-les-Bains to Evian-les-Bains - Although the start and finish points are the same as  
  2018, the route is almost entirely different. It is slightly shorter to enable weary  
  entrants to reach the finish in good time for a leisurely stroll along the Lac Leman  
  waterfront in our final destination Evian-les-Bains. 

Day 8 - Friday 25th September - After breakfast make your own way back to Calais, a distance of 540 miles - bon  
  voyage! With three clear days before the working week starts, you can take your time  
  and break the journey.

The entry fee per car for two people will include a shared room, return ferry crossing, seven nights accommodation in good quality hotels 
with dinner and breakfast, fully detailed roadbook and rally plates. This is written before the Government’s stated Brexit date of 
October 31st and because of the uncertainty it is impossible to predict the exchange rate that will govern the sterling costs of 
hotels etc in September 2020. At this stage therefore the entry fee has been provisionally set at £1850, including VAT, but it is 
subject to variation and the firm price will be set at the end of December 2019. It will hopefully not change by more than £50 
up or down. The entry is being restricted to 40 cars and holding deposits of £250 will be taken to secure an entry when the entry opens. 
Payments will be by cheques or bank transfer only with two further stage payments being required at the end of March 2020 and June 2020.

Contact the Secretary of the Meeting, Lesley Young, by email - subscripsions@minicooper.org or phone 01580 763975 to request an 
entry form and regulations. Entries open on the 9th November 2019, when entry forms and regulations will be sent out by email to 
registered applicants. Places will be allocated on receipt of completed entry form and deposit on a first come basis. You need to be a 
member of the Mini Cooper Register to take part.

Minis to the Alps
18th September to 25th September 2020

14 | www.minicooper.org
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The Goodwood Revival 2019
By Steve Burkinshaw

EVENTS

With our unpredictable weather, outdoor classic car events can lift 
or dampen our spirits. It was really unfortunate that the rain and 

high winds added the damp to the long awaited UK Mini 60 IMM held at 
Bristol in August. But in contrast, our spirits were lifted with three days 
of glorious sunshine at this year’s Goodwood Revival which took place 
over the weekend of 13th & 15th September. In keeping with many 
shows this summer, the Mini in its 60th year was featured in strength 
at the Revival. There is no better way to start each morning at 9:30am 
but with a procession of 120 Minis of all models, completing three laps 

on the super smooth track in front of thousands of spectators. I was 
delighted to be asked to drive the Ringo Starr 1966 Austin Cooper S 
Hooper hatch back on the Saturday. It drove very well and looked a lot 
better after its body repairs and repaint by Andy Harrison of Acespeed. 
After leaving the track I was escorted back to the mock-up of the EMI 
Abbey Road Studios where I parked the Hooper alongside three other 
special Minis, Paul McCartney's 1965 Morris 1275S Radford, George 
Harrison's 1966 Austin 1275S Radford and in place of the errant John 
Lennon Radford, Cilla Black's 1977 Wood and Pickett Mini 1000. 

There seem to be a constant stream of visitors entering the inside of the 
huge track via a tunnel, and at the top of the tunnel almost out of view 
was the mock-up of the EMI studio along with a period EMI sign above 
its entrance. Around the four car display were life sized free-standing cut-
outs of the four Beatles placed by each of their respective cars, with the 
exception of John Lennon’s cut out which was placed next to Cilla's former 
Mini since John’s car is missing and there is a vague connection with Cilla’s 
car in that the 1966 Radford Cooper S John owned was painted black too. 

It's easy to criticise the organisers with the enormous task of putting 
together such a diverse and memorable event as the Goodwood 
Revival, but there was little to indicate why these four coachbuilt cars 
were there. In my opinion there should have been a small display board 
describing each car and who owned them. Every so often three actors 
dressed in 1960s cloths and made up to look like three of the Beatles, 
would stand and pose by the cars. Then a small group of young girls, 
in miniskirts would, on a regular basis, jump off the side walls and start 
screaming at The Beatles to the sound of their most popular music. 
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And the recreated Italian Job Mini Coopers with the 
correct registration numbers on them as in the film

A recreation from the famous 
chase scene in the Italian Job film



EVENTS

Choreographed dancing to Beatles songs was featured throughout the 
three days adding to the 1960s atmosphere.

Just ahead of the Abbey Road Studio and parallel to the track there 
was a bumper to bumper line-up of the Minis and their variants being 
used for the daily track run. With over a hundred Minis parked in every 
available space it was difficult for the public to walk past them, and in 
fact one of our member's cars was dented.

Then Goodwood did not over look that fact that this year also marked 
50 years since the Italian Job was filmed way back in 1969. So they 
put on a large display including a scene from the film and included 
recreations of virtually all of the vehicles that were involved in the 
filming. This included the large bulldozer used by the Italian Mafia in 
the film to wreck the robbers ‘beautiful cars’ so as to intimidate the 
plucky British’s crooks into not undertaking their audacious caper. But 
as well as the actual set, along with the getaway coach, the Minis and 
the bullion van, etc, they also had actors being 'filmed.' The scene they 
were filming was when Michael Caine explains the plan for the job by 
showing the drivers the route on a blackboard. This was probably the 
best display that Goodwood have so far ever put on in all the years that 
they have been organising this amazing event.
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Yet another recreation of a scene 
from the film using similar vehicles

A lot of details were incorporated in the Italian Job ‘filming scene’ 
at the event - just what Goodwood are really good at doing

The recreated Italian Job coach

A legendary Spitfire poses proudly against a cloudless sky
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EVENTS

As to other attractions, Goodwood caters 
for all tastes, whether it's classic car racing, 
food and drink, live music of different styles, 
dancing, classic car auctions, but to name a 
few. This is further complemented by dozens 
of bespoke retail stalls, a lot specialising 
in clothing from a bygone era. Over the 
years that I've been attending, more and 
more visitors dress-up in period costumes 
and especially military wear, enhanced by a 
constant stream of 1940s khaki coloured Jeeps 
and adapted open-back lorries ferrying arrivals 
from the massive car parks to the entrances to 
save a long walk. The cheerful atmosphere and 
regular roar from the track is ever present, 
there can be no noise comparable to that 
made in the pits as the race cars take to the 
start line. A capacity crowd of 140,000 visitors, 
including many international spectators, 
were treated to numerous historic race and 
saloon car battles, piloted by famous drivers 
of the past. And to add to the ground displays 
throughout the weekend, was the sight and 
sound of those magnificent fighter planes from 
WW2, the Spitfires. What a treat and still flying 
after eighty years, long may it last.

Steve Burkinshaw

Rock and Roll live music performed 
from a converted ‘Airstream’ caravan 

Paul’s Radford in confined 
‘Abbey Road’ car park 

The Goodwood Beatles Minis

George next to his psychedelic 
Radford and Paul on the right with 
his freshly restored Radford

Like in the 1960s the police hold back 
the crowds as George’s car is escorted 

Next to the mocked up EMI studios was a 
replica of Lennon’s Roll Royce Phantom

John Lennon’s cut out (or is it Paul’s?- 
Editor) standing next to Cilla’s Mini 
with Ringo’s red Hooper on the right

Mike Creek’s Austin Mini Super 
in the crowded walkway

Ringo and his Hooper hatchback 
Mark Forster’s immaculate 
Minisprint tucked out of harm’s way



EVENTS

Stanford Hall Mini Festival - 15th September 2019
By Jerry Filor

With the inclement weather cancellation of last year’s event, I 
had been closely studying the advance weather forecasts and 

everything seemed set fair for the Sunday.

Armed with a car full of Warwickshire Region’s gazebo, flag and 
banners, I set off for Stanford Hall with my daughter for company. 
Arriving at the entrance from the Harborough direction we filtered 
in with Minis from the M1 direction. We pulled in behind a beautifully 
painted Mini Rose in white and pink and my daughter exclaimed 
“that's my old car, sold about 10 years ago, in a far worse state as I 
remember”. Halfway down the driveway the car stalled and wouldn't 
restart so the driver and passenger had to get out and push it round the 
site to their club stand. Later my daughter spoke to the new owners 
and they joked that some things like unreliability appear to carry on 
with some cars.

So to the event itself, the fine weather had certainly brought out the 
crowds, the concours classes were well supported and there was 
plenty of trade support and car boot second hand traders. Towards 
the end of the afternoon there were also the quirky loudest exhaust, 
loudest in-car entertainment system and rat look Mini competitions 
which drew the crowds in.

My regular helpers, David Arthur, David Cook and Richard Humphrey, 
were joined by Patrick Walker and Kelvin Sparrowhawk in putting up 
the gazebo. It took me longer to assemble the fold up camp table! 
Soon all the Minis had arrived and it appeared we had a large plot so I 
thought a nice artistic herringbone formation would show off the cars 
to full advantage. However, an organiser appeared and said a roadway 
should be available down our site so our wonderful Minis were lined up 
down one side giving easy access to both the public and owners keen to 
pass on their car’s different histories and technical attributes.

In no particular order I give you this year’s grid:

David Arthur had the most modern classic Mini, a MPi in Volcanoe 
Orange, registered S4 MAB, a personalised plate bought with the car. 
He has owned the car for about a year and has entrusted its care and 
servicing to Southam Minis who he rates very highly.

David Cook’s Austin Cooper S registered EPM 162C, is a very original 
car, and attracted the attention of Anthony Hamilton (father of 
Lewis (F1) and Nicholas (British Touring Cars) during the afternoon. 
Anthony’s similarly painted and aged Mini was on Paul Preston’s 
extensive trade stand. It was pointed out to me that the main difference 
between the two Minis was that David would be driving his car home 
whereas Anthony’s would be returned to a trailer on which it arrived.

Patrick Walker kindly brought a trio of highly interesting Minis 
including his ex Works car 977ARX, which is always a crowd puller 
for obvious historical rallying reasons. This car was joined by two 
former South African Works supported Minis. Re-registered as FNA 
311C and DRR 471B, one was rally prepared, and the other prepared 
for circuit racing, I'm sorry I don't know which was which as they 
looked like twins to me.

Richard Humphreys’ homage to the Britax racing Mini in its bumble 
bee yellow and black colour scheme always looks stunning. The year 
before last at the previous Stanford event he was still finding original 
second hand parts to finish off his Cooper project. I asked if it was 
finished and Richard said he had taken it to a car meet at Earls Barton 
with a ‘for sale’ note in it and by the power of Facebook had sold it 
within three days.

Nigel Raltledge had a black 1968 Mk 2 1275cc Cooper S, WMU 211G.
Shod with a set of 1970s Cosmic alloy wheels, it drew attention from 
many as the wheels looked very different from the usual idea we have 
of Cosmic design. He also has a spare set just in case.

Don and Julie Farr came in their lovely Sandy beige Cooper S 
registration number ADC 96H. Don said he had managed to purchase 
his car from a senior executive at MiniSport for what was a not 
inconsiderable amount back in the day. However, in terms of their value 
today and the condition in which it has been kept, I would think it has 
been a very wise investment.

Ted Gaywood and his wife came in the newest BMW Mini, registration 
TXG 647, a five door automatic; they have a long association with 
automatics in both classic and BMW Minis. I think they travelled the 
farthest to the event as they had driven up from their home area of 
Ashford in Kent.

And finally, I had a long conversation with Andy Daniels who came in 
his very interesting BMW Mini Cooper Club Sport, with a registration 
number of GP51 CPX. His car is number 5 of an original batch of 25 
prepared for the first new MINI John Cooper Works Championship. 
Andy has kept it as original as possible with suitable period decals, 
but bearing in mind it was a racing car, it is amazing it has survived in 
such good condition and is back being used as a perfectly competent 
road car.

And so ended the Mini show season in this it’s commemorative 60th 
year, roll on 2020 and looking forward to next year’s show already.

Jerry Filor
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A Mini adventure
By Jerry Filor

THE UK’S BIGGEST & BEST CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW
3,000 CLASSIC CARS  |  300 VEHICLE CLUBS  |  3 DAYS

The defi nitive destination for classic car appreciation

Join us for a great day out! 
Explore 3,000 cars, 300 fellow vehicle clubs, a host of 

celebrities, the UK’s largest indoor autojumble, hundreds 
of specialist exhibitors, demonstrations, auction, 

competitions and more!

8 -10 November 2019

necclassicmotorshow.com/club-tickets

Exclusive discount on adult or family 
tickets on Saturday and Sunday with 
your club code*:

Offi cial PartnersHeadline Sponsor

*Exclusive discount code is for club members use only, available in advance until midnight on Thursday 7 November 2019. 
To book by phone call 0871 230 1088, calls cost 13ppm plus network extras. BOOK YOUR 

TIC
KET

S

TO
DAY

424965_CMS03_Club-Ad_A5_landscape_2019_FV.indd   1 21/06/2019   13:17

CC6082 

I received an unexpected phone call from my Mini owning friend Gary 
recently. He invited me to navigate for him on a commemorative road 

rally to end up at Shelsey Walsh Hillclimb venue. It was part of classic 
Minis 60th anniversary celebrations.

It wasn't a panic for me, but Gary mentioned Tulip books so it 
seemed quite serious and a quick look at the Internet helped explain 
what I was going to expect. I think Gary had looked at the same 
website as along with the pens/pencils and paper that I had brought 
his Mini was also full of the same items. We set off for the start at 
the National Motorbike Museum, arriving, signing on and a quick 
drink. Then a quick look at the array of classic Minis and BMW 
derivatives then back in the car to study the information in the 
comprehensive road book. 

Then we set off from the Meriden area through Birmingham 
commuterable villages, with many leafy lanes and awkwardly spaced 
speed humps largely in a Mini convoy. We stopped at Knowle, 
a passage control, and then continued on to the second control 
at Longbridge. We stopped at this very modern town centre 
surrounded by new housing which I presume had been built on 
the former Longbridge factory site. After a short stop for comfort 
we moved off in close convoy just around the corner to the front 
entrance of the remaining Longbridge factory now badged MG. 
Here Minis and their owners/navigators squeezed onto the small 
area of grass in front of the MG Admin building for a picture to be 
taken by drone.

Then it was off again to our final destination, past the fairytale 
Chateau Impney Hillclimb venue, and more leafy lanes with the 

inevitable speed humps, and eventually arriving at our Shelsey Walsh 
destination. We were directed to our allocated paddock garage. 
Next the sorting out of the runs up the hill itinerary, then we could 
scope out the facilities and the other cars. The absolutely beautiful 
weather brought out many visitors and extra competitors in non 
Minis and the paddock became very busy. We managed two runs up 
the hill in Gary’s Mini which were untimed and then 60 Minis were 
allowed on the hill in convoy. I managed to blag a passenger run 
up the hill in the former factory Works Mini 977ARX, which came 
third in the 1963 Monte Carlo Rally driven by Rauno Aaltonen and 
navigated by Tony Ambrose (This was a mega treat for me). Hats off 
to the car’s owner Patrick Walker who has it driven to events and 
has some fun with it still at events like Race Retro and Rally day at 
Castle Combe.

As navigator, I only added about 10 extra miles to the expected 59 mile 
run making two mistakes at unfamiliar roundabouts which were soon 
rectified by my driver.

Some interesting facts:

Sir Stirling Moss had his first ever competitive drive at Shelsey Walsh.

Patrick Walker also owns two ex Works Triumph 2500 PI's which in 
period were driven by Brian Culcheth and Andrew Cowan in the 1970 
London to Mexico World Cup Rally, with Brian finishing second.

It was a brilliant well organised day.

Jerry Filor
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk
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Interview with ‘Jumping Jeff’ Williamson
By Peter Barker

At age of 20 Jeff Williamson became one of four BMC contracted 
Rallycross drivers alongside John Rhodes, John Handley and Brian 

Chatfield. Back in 2001 Jeff told me how he rose to stardom so quickly. 
This interview was first published in MiniWorld magazine.

‘In 1965 I bought my first car, a Mini Cooper straight after my 18th 
birthday. I was the ultimate boy racer always haring down the lanes and 
being followed by the local police. A gang of us used to meet in Retford 
town centre and if we saw a police car we’d roar off with our wheels 
spinning, just to annoy them. I got a bit sick of being followed so I rang 
the local police station and told them who I was and exactly where I 
would be going on my next journey. ‘Why are you telling us all this’ they 
said. ‘So you’ve got no need to follow me all the time’ came my reply. I 
was that cheeky! Eventually they did get me and took my license away 
for six months which was probably the best thing they could have done.

I became involved in motorsport from the day I bought the car. My first 
event was the Mayday Sprint at Cadwell Park that same year. I scored an 
average result but I thought I was the best thing since sliced bread. I also 
entered the first ever round of the Players No.6 Autocross run by the 
Worksop Motor Club and held at Thoresby Hall in 1966. I put a couple of 
knobbly tyres on the front wheels of the Mini; put a helmet on my head 
and that was my entire preparation! Competitors would drive their cars 
to events in those days and when a lad, called Mickey Dabbs, brought his 
car on a trailer we tried to protest as it wasn’t in the spirit of the event!

When the driving ban came in 1967 (due to the rapid spread in the 
countryside of foot and mouth disease which was fatal to cattle and other 
animals PB) it gave me time to retire the Mini and rebuild it as a competition 
car. I was ready to enter the 1968 Autocross season and teamed up with 
Tony Bloor from Kings Norton in Birmingham who used to work with 
Ralph Broad of Broadspeed. Tony built the engines and I supplied and drove 
the car. I ran my car in the 1000cc class as a 999cc Cooper S and used 
Tony’s car, a 1275 S, in the first ever rallycross event at Lydden Hill in Kent. 
Rallycross was the coming thing and more entertaining than Autocross. 
Rallycross was invented for TV after the cancellation of the 1967 RAC Rally 
due to the foot and mouth outbreak that year. Rallycross events were held 
at racing circuits and involved several cars on the track and infield at once. 
I got to the national final at Silverstone after winning the 1000cc class in 
the Northern area, but I broke a driveshaft on my second run. I was that 
keen in those days that I competed in the 1000cc class up north and in the 

1300cc class in Midlands events all in the 
same car. I would think nothing of staying 
up all night to change the engine from one 
to the other for the next day’s racing.

In the winter of 1968 ITV staged the first 
of their rallycross events at Croft which 
was covered on live television. I finished 
second to Peter Harper in an Imp with 
my 1000cc engine. There were six events in the ITV series and I thought if I 
was second with the 1000cc engine it would be a walkover with the 1275. 
So I fitted a Tony Bloor Racing 1275 for the second event of the series. I 
started too well, clipped a straw bale and ploughed into the tower holding 
all the TV cameras, partly demolishing it. The live TV broadcast consisted 
of 20 minutes of me being extracted from under the tower. ITV were not 
best pleased. The BBC realised that Rallycross was a good thing and started 
up their own series at Lydden Hill. If the events didn’t clash we’d do the 
Saturday race at Croft and then travel down overnight to do the Sunday 
meeting at Lydden.

In the fourth round in February we were back at Croft. I did a practice run 
and was just travelling round the back of the circuit to return to the pits 
when I met Tony Lanfranchi in the British Vita 8 port Mini also practicing but 
going in the wrong direction. We had a head-on collision that wrecked both 
my car and his. He received a £40 fine and an endorsement on his license, 
while I wasn’t punished but I had no car for the race. I went to see Harry 
Ratcliffe and Brian Gilibrand who ran the British Vita Team. ‘You’ve had a bit 
of bad luck’ said Harry and told me to ring Brian on Monday morning. I rang 
and was sent not one, but two, brand new Riley Elf bodyshells. So I used 
one of them and rebuilt the Cooper S running gear ready for the next round 
in March. I won the next round outright and subsequently took the ITV 
Championship for 1968/69 and £300 in prize money.

The following day I had an invitation to the Players No.6 Autocross at High 
Eggborough and I travelled up with my crew to stay in a motel near the 
event. We had a massive party as I had won a bit of money. I can remember 
being thrown out of the motel swimming pool at 6am wearing only my 
socks! I won the event outright at High Eggborough, reached the final of the 
knockout competition and was lined up next to John Rhodes. My car was 
knackered by this time so Peter Browning, who was there with the BMC 
Works team, lent me a Mini to race against Rhodes who was in an Austin 
1300. I got in this Mini on the start line and led for two laps before John got 
past me and beat me. That was my introduction to the Works team.

Over the summer of that year I travelled to Holland to compete in their 
Autocross series and ran against little DAFs with Cosworth BDA engines, 
amongst other things. I managed to beat them all with the Mini and took 
their Championship Trophy home. I was also still competing in both the 
1000cc and 1300cc classes back in the UK with only one car and two 
engines. I lost the British Championship that year to Mike Day in a TVR at 
the last race, although I did win the class and the National series.

The name ‘Jumping Jeff’ came about when Scandinavian drivers referred 
to me as ‘Yumping Jeff’ because of the high altitude car jumping that I got 
involved in. It soon got changed to ‘Jumping Jeff’ and has stuck ever since.

For 1969/70 I was given a Works car by Peter Browning and joined 
the Works team with John Rhodes, John Handley and Brian Chatfield. 
We did all the ITV rounds and as many of the BBC events as we could. 
We were on TV so much we had to join Equity (the actors union). 
I finished third in the Championship won one ITV event and two 
BBC events. I was paid £10 per day, imagine that! I definitely thought 
that I had arrived. I returned to Holland the next year and won their 
championship again on the last round from Jan de Rooy in a DAF. About 
this time I had a bad accident on the Rally of the Tests near Birmingham 
having gone end over end during the second stage. My navigator and I 
were OK although we were covered from head to foot in bruises.

In 1970 the BL Competitions Department closed. Peter Browning called 
me and said “Your car is here, come and get it before it is sold”. So I 

‘Jumping Jeff’ Williamson 
in his later years

Jeff at Cadwell Park in 1972

Jeff in a Works Rallycross Mini Cooper S
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went down to Abingdon and was given the car I had raced plus a few 
spares. The only things that were missing were the split Webers and 
the driver’s seat but they gave me spare bits to replace them. I was 
delighted to be given a Works Mini for nothing. It didn’t come with a lot 
of paperwork and it wasn’t registered for the road being a racing car. 
I used it in a few events before rolling it in 1972 at which point I got a 
rally prepared Mk 2 body shell from Abingdon. I have still got this shell.

I got married in 1972 so it wasn’t feasible to be away from home for 
days on end anymore. I continued to do rallycross events and had a car 
and budget from Basil Wales at Special Tuning to run a Mini Clubman. 
He originally gave me a choice between the Mini and an 1800cc Morris 
Marina. I tried the Marina but it was no good, it was slower than the 
1300cc version of the same car! Brian Culcheth was using this version 
for rallies on their behalf. I did use the Clubman but the opposition 
had become much stiffer, four wheel drive Ford Capris and Porsches 
started to dominate and I wasn’t getting the results that I once had.

Lord Stokes of British Leyland took an interest in rallycross and asked 
why we didn’t have a four wheel drive Mini. Basil realised that there was 
a vehicle called ‘The Ant’ that had four wheel drive based on Mini running 
gear. There was one of these things at Abingdon being used to pull non-
runners off the production line (!). So Special Tuning borrowed it, stripped 
it down and built the running gear into a Mini Clubman shell. They got it 
done in nine days and it was ready for the next round of the series. Brian 
Chatfield drove it at Lydden on its first run but it broke the diff which 
was still the standard 850 one from the Ant. I drove the four wheel drive 
Clubman on the ITV series rounds and Hugh Wheldon drove it on the 
BBC rounds. Whenever I drove it I broke the gearlinkage which was back 
to front and very fragile. When it went it was fast on mud but unbelievable 
on tarmac, as it had locked differentials and so would wind itself up. The 
car still exists and has been recently restored although the gearlinkage is 
now much improved. (I can testify to this having driven the car on test PB).

I kept using the Works car now and then. We did the 1973 Mintex Rally in 
it with an 8-port engine that I built, but petrol leaked into the sump, diluted 
the oil and it threw a rod at Oliver’s Mount. My co-driver was delighted. 
‘Thank God for that’ he said, ‘I don’t think I could have survived two more 
days of that!’ I was practically in tears; my precious 8-port was ruined.

I rebuilt it again to do the 1977 Tour of Britain with it in Group 1 trim 
and finished. I did the 1982 RAC Golden Fifty Rally and finished again, 
despite running out of fuel at Silverstone. It was then laid up for 13 
years until I got an invitation to do the Hunsruck Rally in Germany in 
1996. I got it out of storage, changed the oil, brake seals and the fuel 
tanks (as they had rusted through during the 13 year lay-up) and did 
the rally. I broke a pushrod at the Nurburgring, fixed it and continued 
for three more days until finally breaking a driveshaft on the last 
stage. I had not touched it in all that time, it was amazingly durable.

Lately (in 2001) the car did the 30th Anniversary Players No. 6 Autocross, 
the Hunsruck Rally again (including one 106km stage) and the Mini 40th 
Anniversary Rallysprint at Silverstone. This was its last event in its previous 
condition and finished third overall. By now the rear subframe was loose 
and the shell was in a bad way so it’s undergoing a complete rebuild.

I’m hungry to do more motorsport, age, health and wealth permitting. 
I still enjoy it, although I’m a bit more modest then I once was!

© Peter Barker 2019

Jeff doing some circuit racing in later years in an Ex Works 
Mini given to him on the closure of the Comps Dept
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There is no denying that the motoring press gave lots of their 
pages to the Austin Se7en and Morris Mini-Minor in that final 

quarter of 1959. And that would continue quite relentlessly for a 
sizeable slice of the 1960s as more Mini variants joined the market. 
Let’s focus a little more on the goings on after the 1959 launch. 

Obviously I’ve covered some ground in recent features, but there 
was a lot more going on than simply the initial release coverage 
and road testing that helped fill so many different magazine titles’ 
pages in a vast array of languages. For the sake of this, I’m staying 
with English though. Indeed the likes of weekly, The Autocar, had 
substantial pages devoted to the Mini with their 28th August 1959 
edition, aided with many trade and dealer related ‘Mini’ adverts. 
This was of course a regular scenario used for many car releases 
that created a nice little earner for the Iliffe & Sons publishing house 
of The Autocar. One company that ran an advert in that issue 
was Wiltshire-based Downton Engineering announcing that their 
performance goodies would be available for the BMC babies soon. 
That was indeed a decision that collectively went well for Downton, 
BMC and enthusiasts. Of course many other magazine titles 
followed similar paths within their pages to get a slice of the action.

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

The Autocar’s Mini release issue from Friday 28th August – 
chock full of Mini news and trade adverts

Downton advert announcing they would soon have 
performance equipment available for the BMC babies

I’ve previously covered when high profile racing driver, Roy Salvadori 
took off to the 1959 Italian GP in an early Mini-Minor registered  
381 GFC for Sporting Motorist magazine (refer September 2016 
CooperWorld – available online) that helped get the Mini noticed by high 
profile GP drivers and team principles. However, in their earlier October 
1959 issue, SM had some quite prophetic words (most likely) written 
by editor, Phillip Hutchinson in relation to Alec Issigonis and Mini…“In 
fact, the great (Morris) Minor seems in danger of becoming that talented 
designer’s minor achievement, if the phrase will be forgiven.” In the 
same issue there’s reference to that magazine arranging to purchase a 
Mini and as is shown within theses pages, Minis are on that particular 
issue’s cover. Ultimately, between Laurence Pomeroy and BMC Publicity 
Dept’s Tony Dawson, a plan was hatched leading to around 80 Minis 
going out through the BMC Press Fleet for their extended use. Many 
even took up the option to buy the car after 12 months. Of these Minis 
many were Morris variants and by co-incidence at the time this started, 
1959 Cowley registrations carried 3 numbers followed by GFC. 

I mentioned Edward Eves in the August Old Cooper Stuff being with 
Sporting Motorist in 1959 and that he was one of those offered a Mini-
Minor – receiving an OEW example that carried the registration 965 
GFC, As he reminded readers in his Mini 20th Anniversary Autocar 
piece, although one suspects slightly tongue in cheek, GFC was taken 
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Sporting Motorist cover by photographer, John Ross – 
subject of April’s Old Cooper Stuff 

Just 2 of RAC Homologation papers’ pages in Ryno 
Verster’s South African Mini book 

including on Ferrari’s own test track. In his own words to me earlier this 
year he said... “My pre-production Mini was not one of the GFC ones 
which seemed to go to Motor, Autocar, Light Car and the like. My one 
was one of the YOX ones, in my case 764.  I drove it from Edinburgh 
to Modena in 1960 with my then fiancé: it was my third visit there and I 
have attached a photo of me in action with it at the Modena Autodromo.  
As I had met Mr Ferrari on each of my visits I was asked by his secretary 
and Ferrari team manager Romolo Tavoni to come to the Autodromo 
one afternoon as they were testing something new. When I turned up 
it was the prototype of the first rear engine formula 1 cars and Phil Hill 
was there along with normal team test driver Martino Severi. Phil was 
fascinated by the Mini and I have a photo of him, driving my one on the 
Autodromo.” As is fairly well known, when Enzo Ferrari got bored with 
one of his V12 symphony’s he had a special Cooper S at his disposal”. So 
perhaps Graham Gauld helped in a small way to sow that seed.

Interestingly, although early promotional effort was devoted to the 
notion that the Mini’s use was suitable for the district nurse and happy 
families, BMC Comps did not muck around when it came to getting 
homologation paperwork into the Royal Automobile Club at Pall Mall. 
Unfortunately, I don’t own an original set of 850 papers, but South 
African Mini enthusiast, Ryno Verster’s 2007 ‘A South African Mini 
Story’ book nicely reproduces several sets of homologation papers 
showing FIA Recognition No. 1047 for the Austin and No. 1048 for the 
Morris variant. The papers stating ‘Recognition is valid from… 17/9/59 
in category… Touring’ – let the competition begin and it did! BMC 
Comps boss, Marcus Chambers, would have already been at or near 
Norway’s Viking Rally start point with Austin Se7en YOP 663 when the 
RAC approval was officially issued. As far as I’m aware, that debut Mini 
event ran over 18th -21st September 1959 although there is suggestions 
that some Swedish based Minis were already doing competition duty 
around Stockholm the weekend before. In fact, although not necessarily 
entered for combat, Marcus Chambers is recorded in period as having 
used a Mini as his mode of transport getting to Yugoslavia for the 
2nd – 6th September 1959 Liege-Rome-Liege – a well noted gruelling 
event in more ways than one. With Marcus quoted in November 1959 
Safety Fast… “For the moment I will only say it seems a very promising 
addition to the Competitions Department strength.” 

As for Minis in competition on British soil, the earliest I currently 
have is the MG Car Club’s annual Longbridge factory driving tests 
held on Sunday, 20th September with the Ladies Award that day 
going to Mrs K N Crow competing in Morris Mini-Minor ‘78 FTO’ 

It was clearly a busy ‘Mini’ calendar that weekend although competitive 
for a completely different reason. Because on that same Sunday as the 
Longbridge tests, Mobilgas Economy Run specialist and multiple winner, 
George Kendrick dusted off what had been the unbadged Austin Se7en 
registered YOL 264 previously used by the BMC Daniels/Jones team for 
their 21 day recce discussed in July’s Old Cooper Stuff. The Mobilgas/
Mobil Economy Runs were a popular event in the 1950s/60s around the 
globe and garnered quite a bit of publicity through the press annually, as 
car manufacturers fought it out to claim their cars were at least capable of 
achieving ‘under RAC observation’ remarkable fuel consumption figures. 
Even if real world driving meant achieving quoted figures was rather 
whimsical. Kendrick’s September 1959 featherweight footwork was a 3 
person, solo vehicle effort with full Mobilgas and BMC blessing over the 
1959 Mobilgas course, setting out from Ascot over some 1,066 miles 
across England, Scotland, Wales and return back to Ascot. The official 
RAC observer crediting the 3 day journey 61.87mpg and average speed 
of 30.06mph and, indeed, a long spell in the car each day that equates to 
nearly 12 hours per day. Period reporting like in the Sporting Motorist 
quote, “Driving tactics were completely orthodox and the Highway Code 
strictly observed.” Certainly not likely to have received speeding tickets! 

Annual Motor Shows also played a high level of promotional 
opportunity in that final quarter of 1959. No less than 5 different 
shows for specialist BMC staff to plan and prepare a range of their 
cars and components, for display across Britain and the Continent in 
short succession to put the newest models front and centre…

17th - 27th September – Frankfurt  
1st - 11th October – Paris 
21st - 31st October – Earls Court 
31st October - 11th November – Turin
13th - 21st November – Glasgow

as ‘Gifts for correspondents’ back in 1959. Could also be ‘gifts for 
correspondence’ given they regularly wrote of their experiences and 
exploits with the BMC babies – that being what BMC wanted with 
their vested interest. To name just a few others, Autosport’s John 
Bolster got 981 GFC and Douglas Armstrong from Cars Illustrated 
978 GFC. Breaking sequence Motor Sport magazine’s Bill Boddy 
received Morris 634 GWL in November 1959. It’s worth noting 
that Boddy was a massive fan of the VW Beetle, but was obviously 
converted to the Mini because he hung on to his car, although it was 
nicked in early 1963. Plus, he even got hold of a ex-BMC press fleet 
Mini Cooper 997 for his daughter’s wedding present. 

Over the border in Scotland, Motor World’s Sporting editor, Graham 
Gauld, received an Austin Se7en YOX 764 and drove it everywhere, 
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Relative to the times, the budgets must have been huge for most 
of these events. All trying to out do the opposition makers efforts 
in display space and schmoozing the press and industry alike. 
Not specifically 1959, but I have official Austin booklets relating 
to the October 1956 Motor Show dinner held at Grosvenor 
House, Park Lane in London. One simply deals with the invited 
guest’s names, seating arrangements and table placement map. 
If you were on Sir Leonard Lord’s good side you got to be one 
of 63 others to sit with him on Table A. Otherwise you were set 
amongst one of 110 groups of 10!! The Grosvenor was a regular 
BMC haunt for this type of event and is a sign of big business 
trying to keep a lot of the old boy’s club happy. Not hard to see 
why things went belly up though! 

Stephen Dalton

Mobilgas Economy ‘Test’ (rather than ‘Run’ of the annual event) advert 
published in what is The Autocar’s Ford Anglia 105E release issue. 

Interesting they show a photo of the car looking like they are trying, not 
feather-footing it!

BMC built several Half-sided Minis as left and right hand versions for motor show and exhibition work. This LHD 
version is a period photo from September 1959’s Frankfurt Motor Show 

Perks for motoring press...Graham Gauld gets a treat to test out his 
'Motor World' magazine Austin Se7en at Ferrari's Modena test circuit. 

Stay tuned for more next month...



Mini Cooper Register | 27

Authorised and regulated by the FCA

01455 639 000
classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Mini Insurance

classicline*
INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 

SAVE MONEY AND TIME

This is a reminder that you are able to 
renew your subscription by Direct Debit.

You will receive a Direct Debit form with 
your renewal notification, if you have not 

already signed up to this form of payment.

Once this has been filled in and returned 
you will not have to worry about 

renewing in the future as this will be 
done automatically.

Not only is this easier and quicker but 
you will also

SAVE £3 A YEAR ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

SUBSCRIPTION 
 DIRECT DEBITS



TECHNICAL TOPICS −
Swiftune's SW5 and SW10 road camshafts are 

very popular with club members and I know 
of several using them in their engines and are 
pleased with the camshafts characteristics. Of all 
the engine modifications one can make, a camshaft 
change is the one that will be most influential, 
defining the power and drive characteristics of 
the engine. In the early days of the Cooper S, 
emissions were not a consideration; it was just 
power, torque, fuel consumption and warrantee 
life. These days emissions, fuel consumption 
and warrantee life are the three main design 
constraints. Therefore today, changes to modern 
engines are just not possible.

A camshaft will change the engine's 'performance', 
but what do we understand by performance; is it 
acceleration, top speed, or fuel consumption, or a 
combination of all three? There are limits to what 
can be done with a naturally aspirated engine 
fitted with a distributor ignition timing system. If 
you go for performance you will not get good fuel 
consumption on these old engines, best not talk 
about emissions, as this will go up as well.

With today's turbo charged, Electronic Controlled 
Unit (ECU) timing and fuelling, and with computer 
mapping of every engine condition, most things 
like performance and economy are possible 
through out a wide engine speed range. But the 
'A' series engine belongs to a past era where the 
performance is low at low revs and drops off again 
at, or near, maximum engine revs. Changing the 
camshaft will move the performance up or down 
the engine rev band, but you will not get good 
low rev power/torque and good high rev power/
torque at the same time. We have a choice, either 
one or the other but not both.

Let’s look at the standard 1275cc S engine as a 
bench mark against which we will compare any 
modified engines (see figure 1). The standard 
engine produced 75hp of power at 5,800rpm 
and 80ftlb of torque at 3,000rpm, and the best 
driving performance is between 3,000rpm, max 
torque and 5,800rpm max power. We know from 
contemporary road reports this combination 
produced a top speed of 90-92 mph and a 0-60 
time of 10.9 seconds and 50-70mph 9.2 seconds 
in top. These early 1960s cars were light (see 
figure 2) and ran on skinny tyres 145x10''. Using 
these performance figures as a bench mark any 
engine changes should improve or better the 
standard 0-60 and/or the 50-70 times. However, 
we may improve on one but not both, let’s see:

'Horsepower 'is the rate of doing work,' were work 
is torque and rate is speed. Cars accelerate along 
the torque curve, the higher the torque, and 
the flatter the curve, the better and longer the 
acceleration. Be careful what you ask for when 
you think all that is required is more horse power.

I would like to quote from the book Coventry 
Climax Race Engines written in the days of 
naturally aspirated race engines.

“Modern GP circuits vary considerably, some 
placing a premium upon acceleration, others 
upon maximum speed. However, if the use of 
engine performance is studied relative to the 

By Richard Pengelly 

Swiftune SW5 &  
SW10 road camshafts

 
 

Figure 1  
 

Standard 1275 Cooper 'S'
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Engine power Engine torque

Model Year Kerb weight cwt Lbs Kgs  Increase in 
weight % 

850 Mk1 1959 11.50 1286 584 0 

Cooper (997cc) 1961 12.50 1397 635 1.09 

1000 Mk11 1968 12.50 1397 635 1.09 

1275 Cooper S 1964 13.00 1453 661 1.13 

Elf Mk11 1963 12.50 1397 635 1.09 

Estate bMk1 (wood) 1960 12.75 1425 648 1.11 

Clubman 1969 12.60 1409 640 1.10 

Clubman Estate 1973 13.40 1498 681 1.17 

1275 GT 1969 13.30 1487 676 1.16 

1000 HL 1981 12.00 1341 610 1.04 

Mayfair ('12in') 1989 13.40 1498 681 1.17 

1275cc MPI (Sports Pack) 1997 14.40 1610 732 1.25 
 
Kerb weight is unladen weight plus fuel for 50 miles  
 

Figure 2  
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Figure 3  
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various circuits, it is evident that the time during 
which the car operates at maximum rpm and 
power is extremely small compared with the time 
spent accelerating, in order to reach its maximum 
only to commence braking for the next bend. The 
most successful engine is therefore the one which 
combines a good maximum power with exceptional 
torque spread over at least 2,500 rpm or better still 
3,500 rpm. Under these conditions the driver will 
have far less fatiguing time, because gear changing 
will become less exacting and he will have more 
time to deal with the actual driving of the car, that 
is steering, braking and the like …”

These comments refer to race circuits but they 
equally apply to spirited driving on public roads. 
Let see what characteristics these Swiftune 
cams produce.

SW5 road camshaft

This camshaft is what I would call a good road 
camshaft that does not require the engine to be 
revved to get the best performance (see figure 3). 
The torque curve is relatively flat between 2,000 
and 5,000 rpm, after that it dives down. However, 
the maximum torque is around 90ftlb, which is 
10ftlb better than the standard 1275 S. HP with this 
cam is in the order of 80 to 90hp depending on the 
state of tune. Swiftune claim 100hp with a 1380cc 
engine running 1.5 roller rockers and twin HS4 
SU's, which is perfectly credible. It is interesting 
to note that 'A' series engines rarely produce 
much more that 100ftlb of torque unless tuned for 
race performance. If you just compare power for 
power with a standard 1275 S the increase of just 
5hp or so does not tell all the story. It is the 12% 
increase in maximum torque that is impressive and 
the flatter curve gives a 20% increase in torque at 
2,000rpm yet still delivers a 15% torque increase 
at 5,000rpm. This is a good road cam if you spend 
most of your driving below 5,500 rpm.

Looking at these figures another way, comparing 
torque with road speed in top gear, assuming a 
standard Cooper S gearing of 16.07mph/1,000rpm 
illustrates just how usable this cam is in a road car 
(see figure 4). The high torque is available up to 
80mph in top gear, which means the engine has 
flexibility and good acceleration up to this speed. 
We know that 75hp will give the original Cooper S 
a top speed of around 90-92mph and this cam will 
deliver better acceleration with a small increase in 
top speed.

SW10 road camshaft

This camshaft is more of a performance camshaft 
with the torque and power curve moved up the 
rev scale from 2 – 5,000rpm to 4 – 7,000rpm. 
With this camshaft the engine needs to be revved 
to get the best performance although the torque 
maximum torque is about the same it only bites 
above 4,000rpm (see figure 5). This 286 degree 
cam has been developed to produce better low 
down torque than earlier 286 cams and as a result it 
is a much more progressive cam. As a consequence 
of producing torque at high speed, maximum 
power is greater at around 110hp. Swiftune say 
a 1380cc engine with 1.5 roller rockers and a 45 
DCOE Weber will produce 125hp and 108ftlbs 
torque. Expect about 10hp less on SU's. With 
naturally aspirated engines you cannot have high 
torque at low speed and high speed; there is a 
choice to be made. Again, maximum torque is 
about 12% better than the standard S. However, 
at 3,000rpm when the standard S is at peak torque, 
the SW10 produces just 66ftlb. At the other end of 

 
 

Figure 4 

SW5 Torque vs Road speed 16.07 mph/1000 rpm
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Figure 6 

SW10 Torque vs Road Speed 16.07 mph per 1000 rpm
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Figure 5 

Standard 1275 Cooper 'S' SW10 cam
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the scale the standard S produces just 65ftlb at 
6,000rpm, but with the SW10 it is nearer 90ftlb 
to 100ftlb.

Comparing torque with road speed again, 
this cam comes into its own between 60 and 
100mph.  Put your foot down at 70mph and 
it will surge forward (see figure 6), not that I 
would condone speeds of over 70mph in the 
UK. At lower road speeds in top gear a SW5 
cam'ed car in order to overtake a SW10 cam'ed 
car, would need to change down a gear to get 
the better of a shoot out. The torque curve is 
progressive so this is not one of those cams that 
is either 'on or off' cam but it is a top end cam.

These power and torque figures can change 
and are dependent on the tune of the engine. 
For instance, a standard S exhaust will always 
give better low speed torque and changing 
to a large bore exhaust will reduce the 
bottom end performance and increase the 
top end performance. Some will get better 
performance, others less so, but they should 
be viewed as indicative. I have spoken to 
several club members and maximum powers 
are all within the ranges quoted.

How fast will it go mister?

Now I'm sure we have all be asked that 
question at one time or another. In the first 
instance I will look at using the standard 1960s 
1275 S performance figures as a base number 
and compare these with engines using SW5 
and SW10 cams. If everything is the same an 
increase/decrease in torque will produce an 
increase/decrease in acceleration (see figure 
7). Top speed is not quite so straight forward, 
but I will give a few projections.

Looking at top gear acceleration for 
comparison, the SW5 cam scores very well, 
better than the SW10 cam between 40-60mph 
as you would expect. Both cams give about 
the same performance 50-70mph, but from 
there on the high speed SW10 cam is faster in 
the 70-90mph speed range not surprisingly. 

What does a seconds difference mean at 60mph? 
Well, 88ft and at 90mph 132ft. Top speed is not 
a linear projection of power but taking a range of 
period Minis I would estimate a SW5 cam engine 
at 98mph and a SW10 cam engine at 110mph. 
There is about a 5mph top speed  variation in 
those 1960s top speed test results, but bear in 
mind the car would have two testers, running a 
fifth wheel, and it would be the mean of a two 
way run. I'm sure individual owners will always 
better these test results.

Acceleration is proportional to vehicle weight 
and the 1960s Cooper Ss were quite light 
compared with later cars. The 1960s Cooper 
S weighed in at 1,453 lbs but by the time 1275 
MPI sports pack car came off the line the weight 
had increased to 1,610lbs - an increase of 
11%. Therefore, if both cars were geared the 
same and had skinny tyres the MPI car would 
accelerate 11% slower that it's 1960s equivalent.

The next thing to look at is the overall 
gearing. At launch the gearing was quoted as 
16.07mph/1,000rpm. On checking this out, it 
equated to the Dunlop SP41 145x10'' tubeless 
tyre, all other makes and sizes of tyres gave a 
different mph/1,000rpm figure. If you want to 

MPH (KPH) per 1000 engine rpm in 4th gear with no drop gear reduction 
 

Diff Ratio (Tyre 
turns per mile) 4.33 4.27 4.13 3.76 3.65 3.44 3.11 2.95 2.76 

165x70x10 
(1056) 13.1 (20.96) 13.3 (21.28) 13.7 (21.92) 15.1 (24.16) 15.6 (24.96 16.5 (26.4) 18.3 (29.28) 19.3 (30.88) 20.6 (32.96) 

145x82x10 
(1040) 13.3 (21.28) 13.5 (21.6) 14.0 (22.4) 15.3 (24.48) 15.8 (25.28) 16.07 

(26.72) 18.6 (29.76) 19.6 (31.36) 20.9 (33.44) 

165x60x12 
(1020) 13.6 (21.76) 13.8 (22.08) 14.2 (22.72) 15.6 (24.96) 16.1 (25.76) 17.1 (27.36) 18.9 (30.24) 19.9 (31.84) 21.3 (34.08) 

175x50x13 
(1013) 13.7 (21.92) 13.9 (22.24) 14.3 (22.88) 15.7 (25.92) 16.2 (25.92) 17.2 (27.52) 19.1 (30.56) 20.1 (32.16) 21.4 (34.24) 

155x65x13 
(965) 14.3 (22.88) 14.6 (23.36) 15.0 (24.0) 16.5 (26.4) 17.0 (27.2) 18.1 (28.96) 20.0 (28.96) 21.1 (33.76) 22.5 (36.0) 

145x82x12 
(938) 14.8 (23.68) 15.0 (24.0) 15.5 (24.8) 17.0 (27.2) 17.5 (29.76) 18.6 (29.76) 20.6 (32.96) 21.7 (34.72) 23.2 (37.12) 

165x70x12 
(938) 14.8 (23.68) 15.0 (24.0) 15.5 (24.8) 17.0 (27.2) 17.5 (29.76) 18.6 (29.76) 20.6 (32.96) 21.7 (34.72) 23.2 (37.12) 

155x80x12 
(925) 15.0 (24.0) 15.2 (24.32) 15.7 (25.12) 17.2 (27.52) 17.8 (28.48) 18.8 (30.08) 20.9 (33.44) 22.0 (35.2) 23.5 (37.6) 

175x70x12 
(925) 15.0 (24.0) 15.2 (24.32) 15.7 (25.12) 17.2 (27.52) 17.8 (28.48) 18.8 (30.08) 20.9 (33.44) 22.0 (35.2) 23.5 (37.6) 

185x60x13 
(925)  15.0 (24.0) 15.2 (24.32) 15.7 (25.12) 17.2 (27.52) 17.8 (28.48) 18.8 (30.08) 20.9 (33.44) 22.0 (35.2) 23.5 (37.6) 

195x60x13 
(908) 15.2 (24.32) 15.5 (24.8) 16.0 (25.6) 17.6 (28.16) 18.1 (28.96) 19.2 (30.72) 21.3 (34.08) 22.4 (35.84) 23.9 (38.24) 

 
 
 
 Figure 8
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Cooper 'S' 
acceleration top 

gear in mph 
1275 'S' torque 

ftlbs 
Cooper 'S' 

performance in 
seconds 

SW5 cam 
Torque ftlbs  

Projected 
performance in 

seconds 
SW10 Torque 

ftlbs 
Projected 

performance in 
seconds 

30-50 75-80 7.3 90-90 6.3 53-66 9.4 

40-60 77-80 7.7 91-90 6.6 65-75 8.6 

50-70 80-76 9.2 90-86 8.1 90-87 8.1 

70-90 77-68 15.6 86-77 13.7 87-90 12.8 

       

Max speed (est)  75hp 92mph 90hp 98mph 110hp 110mph 
 

Figure 7  

look at acceleration it is the torque at any given speed and the gearing that will give you the tractive 
effort.

So, looking at the maths I have reduced the equation to the following
Tractive effort at the wheel = engine torque at a certain rpm  x 71.4
       mph/1,000rpm
For example;
For a Cooper S torque at 3,000rpm is 80ftlbs
Gearing is 16.07/1,000rpm
Tractive effort at the wheel = 80 x 71.4  = 355 lbs at 3,000rpm engine speed
   16.07

This is where the next chart shows the different overall in gearing which varies dependent on 
differential, wheel and tyre size (see figure 8). If you change tyre or differential ratio the tractive 
effort at the wheel will change accordingly as will acceleration. Although I cannot vouch for 
the tyre makes within this table it will give an indicative miles/1,000rpm number. We know a 
higher diff ratio will give slower acceleration and a lower diff ratio will give better acceleration. 
This equation will enable you to calculate that tractive effort differences and from that, get an 
understanding how the cars acceleration will be effected by the tyre/wheel size.

Finally the original Cooper Ss ran on Dunlop C41 or SP41 tyres. To get even better cornering 
performance wider tyres are often fitted. Whilst these tyres can give better cornering performance, 
their ability to stick to the road increases the drag reducing acceleration and in particular top speed.

The engine cam used will control the characteristics of the engine, but it is just not Horse Power that 
gets you there in the end. Consider first how you use the car, overall gearing, and car weight before 
making a choice. The SW5 and SW10 are good modern day progressive road cams for the 'A' series 
engine. These days computer controlled machining gives a more accurate and consistent cam profile. 
Cam profile development and in particular cam ramp acceleration control improves the driving 
experience. Both camshafts give good performance but at different ends of the engine speed range.

Richard Pengelly © May 2019
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Belgravia Classic Car Show 2019

The Belgravia Classic Car Show is the yearly fixture of the 96 Club, the 
creation of the inimitable and classic car enthusiast Mr Michael Scott. In 
1976 his friend, the sports car driver Ray Bellm, was ‘done’ for speeding 
in his Ferrari at 96 mph on a public road and the rest his history. 

I managed an early rise and by working as an honorary steward got to 
see some fabulous cars arriving early in the morning as you can see I 
drove my Cooper  DMH 5A to the show which got a lot of attention.  

The cars you see at the Belgravia Classic Car Show you do not see 
anywhere else. The people are great and the atmosphere is fantastic.

The club normally runs monthly intimate ‘rendezvous’ in the gardens 
of Chesham Place throughout the year. An interesting show perhaps 
for London based MCR members. More details on their website.

Giuseppe Spoto 

Minis to Ireland

I have been driving Minis since I was 17 years old, but from the 20th to 
27th September 2019 at the age of 65, I had what I can only describe 
as the drive of my life on the Minis to Ireland event. My co-driver and 
I as first timers found the whole experience so well planned, meeting 
so many friendly and knowledgeable people, it will remain with us 
for some time. We had our ups and downs on the event with both 
navigation and the car (oil leak) but all we can say is thank you to 
Lesley and Robert and the Wyllie family for such a terrific event.

Steve Burch and Jack Gray - car 24 Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export 

OBL 46F and the World Cup Rally 

I refer to the letter from Tim Nash in CooperWorld September 2019.

The Mini mentioned above was the European recce car. The object of 
the entry of the Mini Clubman 1275 GT in the World Cup was to go 
‘flat out’ on the European stages to obtain good results and generate 
publicity, on the basis that other entries would be saving their cars for 
South America.

At Lisbon, it would be decided whether to send the car to South America. 
The Mini would be capable of crossing any of the narrow bridges.

It was a great disappointment to the crew, and the team, that the car 
retired early with an unusual engine failure.

Bill Price

The Italian Job Charity Auction

Earlier this year, I found some Italian Job items in a retro arcade in 
my home town of Newbury and I then decided to combine them in 
a framed picture backlit with LEDs behind the car headlights. I then 
realised that Freddie St.George was holding his annual Italian Job Charity 
Auction at the Ace Cafe and that it was also the 50th anniversary of the 
film. Because of this, I decided to add the dates to the frame and donate 
the picture to the charity. At the auction it sold for £85.

Ken Hughes

LETTERS



HRCR Mini Sport Cup: Cheviot Stages 7th Round Review
By Cara Jackson

COMPETITION

Sunday 22nd September saw 9 of our Mini crews gear up to compete 
in the Ford Parts Cheviot Stages Rally for the final round of the 2019 

HRCR Mini Sport Cup! Competing over the 13 stage course on the 
notoriously difficult Otterburn Ranges, our Mini crews had honours to 
battle for, with pole position in all the classes still up for grabs!

Despite worries that Craig King and Clare Jennings would catch them 
on Stage, Andy Jarman and Paul Davies had a run with no issues, 
following on from reassurances from Clive and Craig that no one would 
do anything daft in Stage. In a haste to keep ahead of Craig and Clare, 
Andy and Paul ended up having a bit of a spin on a bend, allowing Craig 
and Clare to sneak through and finishing 9th Mini o/a and 2nd in Cat 2.

Roy Jarvis and Luke Greaves were pushing hard all day, after Roy 
decided that he needed to take more risks and grow his confidence to 
be setting faster Stage times. It worked, with Roy and Luke finishing 5th 
Mini o/a and 3rd Mini in Cat 1.

It was the first time taking on the gruelling Otterburn Ranges for Ken 
Pryce and Don James, but boy, were they on it! Ken's new, bigger engine 
was performing flawlessly and the crew were nearing the top of the Minis 
all day. Both thoroughly enjoyed the event and couldn’t wait for next year 
with Clive adding, "They'll only compete if Ken's Welsh Passport will allow 
him up there!" Ken and Don finished 3rd Mini o/a and 2nd in Mini Cat 1.

Pairing up with Russell Joseph for the Cheviot Stages Rally, Peter Ellerby 
was still suffering from the slight mishap with the incorrect fuel he 
experienced on Flanders, meaning the engine was rocking, causing the 
bottom engine mounts to pull out! The issues didn't end there, when 
on the 1st loop of Stages, the crew clipped a straw bail, resulting in one 
of the wheels being on full lock due to broken Suspension. A quick fix 
in Service got Peter and Russell back out for the final loop, out-braking 
on a Chicane the Mini flew off on to the grass - luckily it was empty, so 
the vehicle just bounced over and back in to Stage! They finished 5tth in 
Cat 1 and 6th Mini o/a.

Jack Hartley and Gary Dawes had a strong start to the rally, standing at 
4th Mini after the first loop of Stages! With Jack adding, "We had an all 
day battle with Ken Pryce! We were constantly making time up, going in 
to the last Stages 2 seconds in front... But I don't know what he did in that 
final loop; he beat us by 11 seconds in the end! Still, it was a really great 
event, thoroughly enjoyed it." Jack noted that he and Gary had to be a 
little more cautious than usual, with just 2 weeks to go until the Mull 
Rally where the crew will be competing again. The only real issue for 
the day was the overheating of the engine and brakes, "We just couldn't 
cool them down, they were getting far too hot". Even with the cooling 
problems, Jack and Gary had a great performance, finishing 1st in Cat 3 
and 4th Mini overall, which means Jack and Gary have won Cat 3 in the 
2019 Championship!

Believing they needed to finish 2nd in Cat 1 to clinch the Cat win, Shane 
Gamble and Bob Ward were driving at a pace to achieve that win, until the 
following loop of Stages, Bob booked the Mini in 4 minutes early which 
resulted in a 4 minute penalty being added! Thinking the win had been 
lost, Shane was all ready to pack up and go home, but being convinced 
to stay, he reluctantly returned to the driver’s seat. Despite the frosty 
atmosphere, by the end of the rally driver and co-driver were on speaking 
terms again, but not before Shane tried to return Bob to his rallying days 
with Clive. Luckily for Shane and Bob, the win was still attainable! Finishing 
7th Mini o/a and 5th Mini in Cat 1 - which bagged enough points for the 
crew to finish the 2019 Mini Sport Cup 1st in Cat 1!

Despite our previous announcement that the Mini Sport Cup victory 
for 2019 had already been claimed by Clive King and Anton Bird, under 
closer examination it was soon realised that due to the bonus points 
available on Flanders, and when the dropped scored were taken in to 
account, the title could be stolen by Clive's son Craig King! So, realising 
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Massive Congratulations to Clive King and Anton Bird, who after an 
unstoppable 2019 run, we crowned 2019 Mini Sport Cup Champions!

John and Martin Cressey were back out in Mini Sport's 'Pocket Rocket', 
with an Open Class victory firmly in their sights! Delighted to have another 
flawless run, with no issues with the Mini at all, John even noted that, "It was 
a really, really good run, testing all the new bits we've added with no problems!". 
Topping the Minis leader board outright, with closest rivals Clive and Anton 
finishing over 2 minutes behind. Huge Congratulations are in order as these 
results bagged John and Martin the 2019 Open Class Championship win!

After a truly enthralling year's rallying, the 2019 Championship has 
now drawn to a close. We're delighted to announce that it was a 'clean 
sweep' for Mini Sport, with all 4 of our 'Team Mini Sport' crews winning 
their respective Categories: Mini Sport Cup 2019 Champions - Clive 
King and Anton Bird, Cat 2 Champions - Craig King and Adrian Lloyd, 
Cat 3 Champions - Jack Hartley and Gary Dawes and finally, Open Class 
Champions - John and Martin Cressey... Winning with Mini Sport!

We are so appreciative of all the crews who competed this year and we 
hope to see you again in 2020!

The Yokohama prize of two regulation tyres, used throughout the 
Championship, was awarded to Clive King. The 5 litres of Penrite Classic 
Mini Oil & the Questmead prize for best improvement on seeding was 
awarded to Jack Hartley, with Craig King winning the Snap-On prize!

Cat 1:
1st – Clive King/Anton Bird
2nd – Ken Pryce/Don James
3rd - Roy Jarvis/Luke Greaves

Cat 2:
1st – Craig King/Adrian Lloyd
2nd – Andy Jarman/Paul Davies
 
Cat 3:
1st – Jack Hartley/Gary Dawes

Open Class :
1st – John Cressey/Martin Cressey

O/a
1st – John Cressey/Martin Cressey
2nd – Clive King/Anton Bird
3rd – Ken Pryce/Don James

Although the 2019 HRCR Mini Sport Cup has drawn to a close, it is only 
2 weeks to go until the Mull Rally - a favourite amongst our crews and 
an event many of our Minis have entered! 

Finally, a big thank you to the generous sponsors of the HRCR Mini 
Sport Cup – Mini Sport, Mintex, Yokohama, Penrite & Questmead and 
without whom there wouldn’t be a Championship.

Cara Jackson

Photos by Andrew Hern

the Championship win was still within reach, Craig, teaming up with 
Clare Jennings for the Cheviot, was ready to give it his all on the rally. 
With the very short time between Flanders and Cheviot - just 2 weeks, 
Craig only had time to give the Mini a quick check over, being forced 
to deal with the previous issue that the car was unable to rev past 
6,000rpm. With Craig adding, "Despite knowing we had this issue that 
would potentially cause us problems clinching the Championship, we had a 
good feeling before the event and we were looking forward to it!" 

The lucky feeling came to an abrupt halt though, when on the way 
to Stage 1 the engine cut out and the crew ground to a halt! A fast 
diagnosis in service found that the lead from the coil had come dislodged. 
Quickly fixed the Mini was on it's way again. The lack of revs became 
apparent in Stage 1, with Stage 2 being a struggle for the team as the 
notes didn't seem to match the Stage - later being put down to the start 
being different from the recce. Finally, finding out that the reason the 
Mini wouldn't rev because of ‘valve bounce’, it was noted that tougher 
Valve Springs would be required for future rallies! Seeing that they had 
a comfortable lead on the Category, compared with Clive and Anton 
who were having difficulties, Craig took the decision to back off a little to 
save the Mini - knowing that they needed a finish. The dreaded sound of 
the gearbox crunching on Stage 11 was aided by a clutch adjustment in 
Service, but it wasn't a fix. Craig explained, "In Service we found out that 
Dad was also having gearbox problems so for both of us, the last 2 Stages 
became about survival!  Clare and I lost our intercom on the last 2 stages but 
we finished with a win in Category 2 on the event and in the Championship! 
We also secured 2nd overall in the Mini Sport Cup. Congratulations to Dad 
and Anton, they thoroughly deserve the Championship this year and thank 
you to everyone at Mini Sport for their support this year!" Congratulations to 
Craig King and Clare Jennings who finished 1st in Cat 2 on the Cheviot - 
with Craig placing 2nd driver o/a in the 2019 Mini Sport Cup!

Fresh with the knowledge that his son Craig could take the 
Championship from his grasp, Clive King, teaming with Anton Bird 
needed to win their Class, or at least bag 2nd to beat Craig's score on 
the Championship leader board. With the water leak from Flanders 
cured with a new water pump, and a full check over of the Mini - Clive 
and Anton got off to a confident start. Stage 1 went smoothly; with the 
exception of a 'moment' where the Mini ended up on 2 wheels as the 
crew hit a hole on the inside of a left handed bend! A little shaken from 
the stunt driving that had ensued, Clive and Anton quickly settled in 
to their usual fast-paced, top-notch rallying; the next 3 Stages running 
smoothly. Clive noted, "Back in Service, we needed to have a look as 
the Mini didn't feel as crisp at the top end! Not what we need with the 
Championship on the line... To my horror the new pump looked to be leaking, 
with no time to investigate, it was back out for a repeat of the first loop!" 
Managing to keep just ahead in the Class and shaving a couple of seconds 
off main rivals, John and Martin Cressey, who were leading the Minis. 

Forced to keep an eye on the temperature gauge and keeping the revs 
down, Clive and Anton completed the loop of Stages even with water 
splashing over the screen from the leaking water pump! Nipping up 
the front 2 bolts holding the water pump on, hoping to stop the loss 
of water in Service, the crew set off for the final Stages, armed with a 
container of water and their fingers thoroughly crossed. However, the 
gearbox began jumping out of 3rd and 4th gears, with the team being 
forced to complete the last Stage by holding it in gear! But finish they 
did and top of Cat 1, securing the Championship for definite this time! 
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MINI CHALLENGE - Donington Park -  
Penultimate Round 28th/29th September 2019 By David Young

COMPETITION

Qualifying Cooper Ss

After the torrential rain on practice day teams were able to have 
their first dry run in this session. With the midday start, the track 

was considered cloudy/dry with occasional damp spots just to test the 
run into the Craner Curves. A fast Donington Circuit, just short of 2 
miles, was waiting for the 15-minute session. Enough time for 11 laps 
in the quicker cars. As expected the 2 front runners were playing ping 
pong with the fastest lap, namly Daniel Butcher-Lord was the quickest 
early on, and when Rob Austin came to his time, he took the fastest 
lap as the session was coming to it’s close. Daniel stayed out to put in 
a flyer of 1:20.045 to steal pole by 0.36 of a second. 1-0 for the R53’s. 
Behind these two the returnee Andy Montgomery was giving Stuart 
McLaren a testing time, but just not quick enough to take P3. Alan Lee, 
Keir McConomy, Sami Bowler and Steve Webb made up the rest of the 
grid. 8 cars are plenty for a great race later in the day. 

Would it stay dry? Clouds were coming in from the East Coast full of rain, 
and the wind was also playing a part pushing cars around. Donington is a 
great circuit for slip streaming if you can get close enough to the car in front.

S Class Race 1

What a race, we had the pleasure of watching Rob Austin and Daniel 
Butcher-Lord fighting each other for the lead. Rob said after the race that 
it was the best race of the year. Well, he did win it! Rob was very fast away 
from the lights out with Daniel close behind. Rob led for most of the race, 
finally being taken by Daniel with 2 laps to go. Rob did not take that lying 
down and was back in the lead for the last 2 laps to take the chequered flag 
by 0.4 of a second. Meanwhile, Stuart McLaren was having a great battle 
with Andy Montgomery until pulling into the pits after 10 laps, coming out 
again to score points with a finish. Andy was well pleased with P3.

Sami Bowler was running with good pace but did not have the edge 
to take the race to Andy and finished P4. Alan Lee was still playing a 
waiting game, with Steve Webb a long way adrift and finished in front 
of Stuart after his visit to the pits. Keir McConomy pulled into the pits 
on his last lap and did not take the flag.A great race at the front and 
midfield, all followed with a happy Podium.

S Class Race 2

Rob Austin on pole with Daniel Butcher-Lord next to him we were 
assured of a great race. A great start had Daniel get into Redgate first 
and he continued to build his lead to 3.4 seconds at the flag. Andy 
Montgomery stayed in 3rd place until Stuart McLaren slotted in behind 
Rob to 3rd place on the penultimate lap, leaving not enough time for 
Stuart to take it back. Tyre choice was a big gamble for this race with 
the circuit having wet patches. Sami Bowler chose full slicks while 
others had a mix of wets and slicks or full wets. Sami soon decided 
that she had made the wrong call but stayed on the track while others 
passed her by. Apart from the action at the start and the overtaking by 
Stuart, the race became a little processional as they all wanted to finish 
without incurring damage. Keir McConomy coming into the pits after 
the second lap with cooling issues hampering continuation, not wanting 
to seize the car or blow a head gasket. An uneventful race, all the cars 
were well behaved with all to play for in the next race.

S Class Race 3

Whilst waiting for the previous race to start, the heavens decided to 
open. It rained and it rained, making racing impossible with standing 
water. Visibility would have been a major issue for the Historic 
Formule Ford open-wheel and no roof race cars. The rain was 
‘Scottish’torrential, or so I was told and I was out in it too! The rain 
slowed after 15 minutes and then stopped. The Safety and Course car 

Daniel Butcher-Lord on it!

Sami ‘Jaffa’ Bowler hard at work

Give me some room first lap of Race 1

Rob Austin, Daniel Butcher-Lord and Stuart McLaren
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did a few laps and declared the track open. Off went the single-seaters. 
However, it ended early with a red flag. So the Cooper s were on again.

Reverse grid down to P5 to mix things up as well as water everywhere. 
A race of attrition best describes it. Alan Lee on pole and Andy 
Montgomery at his side. Next up was Stuart and Andy followed by Rob 
and Daniel, they were followed by Steve Webb, Sami Bowler and Keir 
McConomy. Andy Montgomery led away followed by Stuart McLaren; 
he was going well and set the early pace. Daniel put his head down 
and carved his way through the field with Rob close behind in a master 
class of wet driving. It looked like a predictable podium was coming and 
then on the 4th lap contact between Sami and Stuart send then both of 
the track. Sami did not recover and Stuart pitted and then restarted a 
couple of laps down. Keir had his overheating issues again and pitted. 
Then there were 6. Robs engine decided enough was enough and gave 
up, leaving Daniel to have a calm drive to the chequered flag followed by 
Alan Lee and Andy Montgomery. Andy was chuffed with P3 again. Alan 
was mega pleased with P2 and Daniel was just relieved to not only pick 
up 50 points for the win but Rob had a DNF.

One more round to go at Snetterton, and the Class results will be finalised. 
19th/20th October, mid-Autumn, a week before the clocks go back.

Qualifying Coopers

The Cooper class was buzzing. Both classes are hotly contested with 
some great race craft and enthusiasm. In the Pro class, Robbie Dalgleish 
is the hot favourite but he can’t relax as Toby Goodman is only a few 
points away. With over 50 points for a win it is still all to play for. James 
Hilary put in some quick laps and pushed Robbie all the way, Robbie 
being a bit smart put in his quickest laps as the session closed. Alex 
Nevill finally got the monkey off his back with a great P2, all the more 
amazing as he had rolled the car (AKA The Shark) in practice. James 
had to settle for P3 alongside Hanah Goodman.

In the Cooper Class, Archie O’Brien was in P1 alongside Michael 
Paul - A Reeve Motorsport lockout for the front row. Lee Pierce was 
in contention in P3 alongside Lawrence Harris in another A Reeve 
Motorsport car.

Cooper Race 1

Robbie is at times masterful, he leads from the lights out until the 
chequered flag. Toby Goodman made a great start but ran out of brakes 
himself and went tumbling down from P2 to P6 eventually getting back 
to P3 for another trip to the podium. 

Alex Neville was on form and stayed with them for most of the race. 
Taking advantage of Toby’s moment to take P2 and he stayed there 
until the flag. 

Dominic Wheatley added a load more points towards the Rookie Cup 
with a P4. Hannah Chapman, James Goodal, Andy Mollison and Morgan 
Wroot followed the home. All nicely stuck together and displaying 
some great skill.

The Cooper class had Lee Pierce get the class lead on the 4th lap and 
he held onto it. Archie O’Brien had P2 after taking Michael Paul who 
retired. James Hilary pulled off into the pits after 3 laps leaving Josh 
Martin to pick up P3.

Rob Austin before his engine issues

Toby Goodman in the quest for Maximum 

A grid full of R50 
MINI COOPERS

Alex Nevill P2 Podium Bound

Morgan Wroot and Lydia Walmsley
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A few cars to sort out and prep for the morning race was in order.

Cooper Race 2

After a good night’s sleep cars all prepped and cleaned went out on their 
green flag lap. 2 laps as the track had changed due to weather conditions. 
Unfortunately, Morgan Wroot had a coming together with a barrier. 

The race was put on hold while the recovery took place. 15 minutes 
on and another green flag lap. A number of drivers took the delay as 
an opportunity to change tyres to wets from slicks. Robbie Dalgleish 
had his usual great start and went on into the lead with Tony Goodman 
close in behind, with Lydia Warmsley, on the best tyres, was in P3 
and going well. Toby (P1) took the lead from Robbie. Lydia Walmsley 
(P2) Dominic Wheatley had P3 with Hannah close behind. Some great 
racing. A Saftey Car was deployed after James Parker visited the gravel 
at the Chicane. This took 2 laps out of the race. Robbie appeared to 
make a rare mistake and went off a bit tumbling down to P6. Hannah 
was P4 followed Andy Mollison in P5.

In the Cooper Class Lee Pearce was again on top form and lead the 
class and stayed in front. Loving the conditions, Lawrence Harris had a 
great drive in P2 and Andy Langley in P3. All hoping the weather stayed 
dry for the last race. 

Cooper Race 3

Reverse grid down to 4th place, with Andy Mollison and Hannah 
Chapman on the front row in Pro class. In Cooper Class Josh Porter 
and Archie O'Brien had the front row.

Toby Goodman was on a roll. It took just 2 laps for the lead to be his 
after a great battle with Hannah Chapman. She had a near spin and 
took a few places to recover. Robbie made it up to P3 as James Hilary 
surged through from P6 to P2. There were a few changes further 
down the field with Hannah deciding to retire as did out of luck Adrian 
Norman and James Goodall. 

Archie O’Brien had the class from the start as Lee Pearce just could not 
find a way past. Lawence Harris was also getting between them. Lee is a 
great racer and soon took the place back. So lots of battles going on. In 
the end, it was P1 again for Toby Goodman, what a great weekend and 
haul of points. P2 for James Hillary and P3 for Robbie Dalgleish in the 
Pro Class. In the Cooper Class P1 for Archie O’Brien, P2 for Lee Pearce 
and P3 for Lawerence Harris. Some consolation for Hannah she took the 
fastest lap of 1.32 - had she have kept that up! A great weekend for A 
Reeve Motorsport, ExcelR8, Dankan Mini shop/HW Racing, Norfolk Cars 
and LDR Racing, all had success over the weekend.

David Young

COMPETITION

Robbie Dalgleish, Alex Neville & James Hilary

Robbie Dalgleish, Andy Mollison & James Hillery

Hannah Chapman having a battle for P1 with Toby Goodman

Toby Goodman, what a great weekend for him and his team ExcelR8

Lydia Walmsley & James Hillary having a get-together

Lydia Walmsley, Toby Goodman & Dominic Wheatley
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Minis in Ireland

As indicated last month, it was great 
to see a good number of our cars 
entered on the Minis to Ireland run and 
to see them being used as they should 
be. Sadly, we didn’t get to see GRX 
310D out in Ireland as Simon Joslin 
decided at the last minute that the 
engine was in need of more attention 
than he had time to give it. So he 
brought out AJB 4B, his superb Works 
replica. This behaved itself perfectly 
until the very last afternoon when, 
after a great thrash over Sally Gap, the 
engine developed an odd noise, which 

was soon diagnosed as a loose crank pulley. Fortunately, this was 
detected before any damage was done. Simon, ably assisted by Rod 
Taylor from Southams and Legs, our roving service mechanic, had 
the radiator out and the problem fixed in under an hour and he was 
mobile again and able to finish the route. 

Mike Hyrons had a trouble free run in LBL 666D, it sounding and 
looking superb. They ran for much of the event in tandem with John 
McIntosh in LBL 590E. John, however, did have a few problems with a 
failed head gasket even before the event had started in earnest. Their 
first evening, after dinner, was spent changing the offending item. The 
failure was likely to have been due to the cylinder head not having 
been retightened sufficiently after it had recently been changed and 
possibly old stretched head bolts may have played their part. They 
also ran out of brakes on one occasion which did curtail progress. I 
think it was probably a ruse on John’s part to slow Guy Smith down 
when it was his turn to drive his car! Perhaps next year Guy will bring 
out LRX 829E and he can return the favour and allow John to drive 
his Works car.  

I was out in BJB 77B, its third event for the little 970. The car 
performed faultlessly and was a joy to drive – accept when hills 
appeared. However, the driver did not perform faultlessly, as in taking 
avoiding action from an oncoming car, using more than its fair share 
of what was already a narrow road, and I smacked a rather hard 
bridge parapet with the nearside wing. Unfortunately, a steering arm 
out of the steering rack broke, so the car was trailered away to be 
repaired. With the very kind and generous assistance of Neville Smyth 
and local ‘Mr Fixit’, Declan Grogan and the parts supplied by David 
O’Neill, who rushed down from Dublin, the car was back at the hotel 

Robert Young
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by midnight ready for the next day. Other than a bit of hurt pride, the 
car will repair and be fit and well again soon. I can’t thank those who 
helped me enough.

Mike and Barbara Mark had their usual fast and uneventful run in their 
ex RAC Coburn Improvements car EPB 970C. It, as always, ran without 
any problems at all. The car has now done more of these events than 
any other car and it is a credit to them for building such a reliable and 
quick car. Rob and Wendy Sharman had a great run in their literally 
brand new, fresh out of the box car, CMO 103B, which was only 
finished days before by Philip Anning of Annings Race and Restoration. It 
looked and sounded superb and went very well. His only problem was 
a leak from the nearside tank sender on the very last morning. The fuel 
was drained out to below the sender, the pipe clamped off and he had 
to run on the right hand tank for the last day. Fortunately there were 
sufficient fuel stops to keep the car fed with fuel.

David Dyson was at the head of the field, being the oldest car, in his 
superb 850 Works replica. The little car went very well. It had already 
been driven down from Scotland to Wales for the ferry crossing, no trailer 
for David! However, he did have a few problems, notably with a fuel 
pump sucking up wet moisture rather than dry clean air. This stopped 
the pump but a remedy was soon at hand and they continued on only to 
succumb to points shutting up completely due to the heel simply being 
worn away. Nevertheless, it was great to see the car out getting used. 

Mike Hyrons’ LBL 666D next to Simon Joslin’s AJB 4B with Richard 
Smyth and Declan Grogan’s car along side. Elgin Greer’s Britax car 
in the back ground

My BJB 77B with Mike and Barbara Mark's EPB 970C and John 
McIntosh’s LBL 590E sporting its Circuit of Ireland number 5

The assembled masses looking at the build of Rob Sharman’s car
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Tony Salter, also in a small Mini Cooper, 939 ACE, the Abingdon built 
private car, ran well until he too went through a head gasket. Well 
prepared, Tony had a head gasket with him and once taken to a local 
garage, he fixed the car and he too was able to rejoin us at the end 
of the day. David Brazell and Jo Riding were as fast as ever in their 
Marathon Mk2 Mini which is now fully repaired and was eating up 
the miles. I just hope that it won’t be too long before David finishes 

David Dyson’s superb Works replica 850 next to Richard Smyth’s car

Tony Salter’s 939 ACE next to EPB at the Eccles Bantry Bay Hotel

The assembled bums of numerous travel stained red and white cars

building his JMO 969D. It would be brilliant to see that out with us. 
Finally, from this register we had Elgin and Rosemary Greer in Elgin’s 
Britax Cooper S forsaking his ORX 777F. They had a steady run and it 
was nice that they were one of three Irish crews that joined us.

Works Tool Roll - continued

Following on from my piece last month about the tools and spares 
that Abingdon carried in their rally cars, Paul Sulma, our editor, has 
sent me some photos of the Works Tool Roll, complete with tools 
that he had acquired. This is a lovely collection and the best that I’ve 
ever seen. All the tools are etched with ‘Comps’ or stamped ‘BMC’ 
– they obviously didn’t trust people!  The tools are, as I’d previously 
noted, all William Superslim, both the spanners and the screw drivers. 

These types of tools are still to be found with a careful search on that 
well known internet auction site or a trawl around your favourite 
Autojumble. I have to say that the tool roll, fixed over the rear seat, 
is a great place to stash most of your tools. They are safe there and 
indeed easily accessible. Paul also tells me he has also acquired an 
original Abingdon tool bag that is used to keep safe the spares in the 
boot. Both are a lovely addition to any Works Mini.

DJB 93B out and about

Andy Harrison has sent me some information about DJB 93B 
which he is now looking after for its new owner Amanda Johnston. 
Amanda is no stranger to Minis as she also owns an FIA race car 
recently seen at Goodwood. She also owns the Works Healey, EJB 
806C in which Timo Makinen and Paul Easter came home in 2nd 
place on the 1965 RAC Rally, which records show DJB 93B won at 

Lovely Works tool roll full of Abingdon tools

Stamped and etched Abingdon tools
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the hands of Rauno Aaltonen. So she has the two cars that came 
first and second on the 1965 RAC Rally. Her Abingdon credentials 
are therefore without question. 

Andy Harrison has done some work with the car recently, sorting 
out the gearbox and getting it running correctly. The car, well both of 
her cars, were seen at Oulton Park recently, when the WRC visited 
Oulton Park in early October for a stage of what was once the RAC 
Rally. It is good that Motor Sport UK recognise the value of the 
history of the RAC Rally and had a nice display of cars from the good 
old days of the RAC Rally before it was considerably watered down!

Robert Young

The first and second placed cars for the 1965 RAC Rally, both 
owned by Amanda Johnston

Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Following on from my piece about 
distributors and their dates, I am reliably 
informed that undated items are typically 
Lucas B90 exchange units. Lucas B90 
units were factory reconditioned 
electrical items, the electrical equivalent 
of BMC Goldseal mechanical parts. 
Most common are distributors, starter 
motors, dynamos and wiper motors 
and they were available well into the 
1980s. On starter motors and dynamos 
in particular, it is not unusual to find 
that the original Lucas stamping is still 
present, underneath the sticker applied 
during the reconditioning and that the 
number stamped in the body of a B90 

unit, doesn’t always match the rebuild application. The picture of the 
starter motor shows a Lucas 25149 body with a 25147 sticker. The 
25149 was used on in-line A series engines such as the Morris Minor 
and MG Midget; the internal electrical parts were the same as a 25147 
but a 25149 would originally have had a different mounting plate to a 
transverse engine starter.

There was an excellent turnout of Mk 1 Minis at the Goodwood Revival 
Meeting for their Mini 60 parade and with a large number of Mk 1 Ss 
taking part. People literally travelled from all over the world to take 
part in the display. Amongst those cars present was the early Austin 
1071 S of Enguerrand Lecesne from France, whose car I featured last 
month as the old competition car picture. The eagle eyed may spot 
that the registration number has changed. The reason for that is when a 
car moves from one department to another (like moving from Kent to 
Sussex) it has to be re-registered in the new department.

Keys are something we tend to take for granted but I had a member 
asking about a Strebor ‘TS’ key that was used for the door handle 

Simon Wheatcroft

Undated Lucas B90 reconditioned 40819 distributor

Lucas B90 starter motor

Close up view shows 25149 on the body but 
25147 on the sticker
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The barrel for a door handle and boot lid are the same, the ignition 
barrel is different having a rectangular end section with a small spring 
loaded plunger. A word of warning regarding the ignition switch; the 
ignition barrel should be inserted with the plunger facing downwards. 
It will fit with the plunger upwards but if you put it in that way the 
ignition key will be upside down and you will not be able to get at the 
plunger to release the barrel again.

of his car. Most UK Mk 1 Ss use the familiar square-ish head Wilmot 
Breeden Union key with the code FS followed by a three digit 
number; the same key fitting the door, ignition and boot. The ‘FS’ 
range of numbers is FS876 to FS955 and the three digit code can be 
found either on the stem of a door handle and boot handle and on the 
lock barrel itself; for the ignition it is only on the lock barrel not the 
ignition switch. Other UK vehicle manufacturers of the time also used 
FS keys but often with different shaped heads on their keys which is 
why it is not unusual to see a variety of shapes with the same FS code.

A nice pair at Goodwood – the early Austin 1071 S of Enguerrand 
Lecesne in the display area……

… and the Morris 1275 S with a very clean windscreen of Paul 
Johnston on the grid

Numerous other styles of FS key were available. Top and bottom 
left Romac keys were not generally used by BMC on Mini’s

Door/boot barrel top and ignition barrel lower –  
note the small plunger

End on view of the same barrelsThe two sides of the most common style of original key for a Mk 1 S
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Cooper S Mk 2 Register

A tricky and probably the least 
enjoyable part of being a Registrar is 
having to tell someone that their car 
which they believe to be an original Mk 
2 Cooper S is a more standard model 
from the Mini range. I’ve had a few 
of these situations over the years and 
contact from member Andrew Bond 
about a car owned by his daughter’s 
future father in law, Pierre Taylor, had 
all the hallmarks of being one of these 
‘difficult’  conversations.

Pierre has owned the car since the 
late 1980s and much of this time 
AGP 57G has been resting and stored 

away. Described and bought by Pierre as a typically 1980s modified 
Cooper S, Andrew wanted to help him establish whether the car 
was in fact an original factory ‘S’ due to a query over the recorded 
chassis number. Alarm bells started to ring for me when the chassis 
number quoted and shown on the old blue V5 logbook had the prefix 
of M-A2S6 but describing it as a Mini Cooper with a 1275cc engine. 
Now those of you in the know will recognise that chassis prefix 
belongs to a standard Morris Mini Mk 2, whilst a Morris Mini Cooper 
or Cooper S Mk 2 would have the prefix K-A2S6. It felt like I was 
going to have to break the bad news. 

However, the engine number was certainly in the correct format for 
a Mk 2 Cooper S and numerically in range for the cars age. I was then 
forwarded photos of the car and this had me wondering further. The 
speedo was definitely an original 130mph factory item and the vinyl 
on the dash rail certainly looked to always have been there. In the 
boot, the boot board brackets looked correct as did the admittedly 
scruffy bootboard. The black seats and trim were correct for a 
Cooper, although also fitted to standard Minis finished in Snowberry 

Nick Hunter

The upshot of all this is that if you buy a pre-loved replacement 
handle, even without a key, you should be able to get the lock to 
work. Meanwhile, back to the original question, the Strebor TS lock 
barrel does fit in the same handle as a Wilmot Breeden lock barrel 
but I’ve only seen Strebor locks/keys on 1969/70 Mk 2 cars – unless 
you know different!

Finally this month, the old competition car takes us back to rallying. 
Richard Laking/Phil Jones and 222 MOL, a Morris Cooper S of 1964 
vintage some ten years later, on the Ar Hyd Y Nos Rally – no prizes 
for guessing that this was in Wales. Ar Hyd y Nos translates as All 
Through The Night - a good name for a night rally.

That’s all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

Door handle stem stamped with 895; boot lid handle stems are 
similarly stamped

Number stamp on the barrel is quite small – in this case 894 on an 
ignition barrel

The lights clearly show a thin mist hanging in the air as 222 MOL 
rushes past one dark night in 1974

Pierre Taylor’s Morris Mini Cooper S Mk 2
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Upper dash rail vinyl and air vent escutcheons, look distinctly like 
factory items

white and the car also had the correct stainless steel window frame 
trim. I was wrestling with the quandary of why someone would go 
to all the trouble of replicating these items on a standard Mini when 
the rest of the car was perhaps not so well detailed? Obviously more 
detective work was needed.

A conversation with Simon Wheatcroft confirmed that the FE number 
was also in the correct range for the age of the car (thanks Simon). I 
was particularly interested to see the chassis plate, however, photos 
showed this to be frustratingly covered in a layer of underseal making 
the digits illegible. The chassis plate certainly looked undisturbed, so I 

AGP 57G side view, note stainless window surrounds

Original factory S speedo

Original looking bootboard and brackets
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reasoned it was the original and if the digits could be read this would 
certainly help. After a bit of gentle elbow grease by Pierre of the 
chassis plate, and after an anxious wait, I got the photo I was waiting 
for, the prefix was K-A2S6! Obviously great news, the car would 
appear to be an original Mk 2 Cooper S. It would seem therefore that 
the logbook had the prefix and car description incorrectly recorded, 
perhaps when the handwritten logbooks were transferred to 
computerised records. To get additional proof, I suggested to Pierre 
that he should get the Heritage certificate for the chassis number as 
quoted on the chassis plate. Another anxious wait and a week later I 
was emailed a photo of the Heritage certificate.

Cooper S Mk 3 Register

A Mk 1 S and Minivan aficionado has 
finally seen the light and joined the ranks 
of Mk 3 S owners, having purchased the 
ex-Autocar road test car VKN 440J via 
Richard Williams Classic Mini’s down in 
deepest Devon. I met up with the new 
owner at the Stanford Hall Mini Show 
and the car still looked very much as 
when I last saw it a couple of years ago, 
apart from the installation of a dash 
panel incorporating a rev counter and 
black/silver number plates. 

Something I hadn’t realised was that on 
a Mk 3 S this style of dash board causes 
a space conflict with the demister vent 

pipe from the heater – the two need to occupy the same place. 
Should you be contemplating such a dash panel the easy solution 

Simon Wheatcroft

Careful removal of underseal from the undisturbed chassis plates 
reveals Morris Cooper or S chassis prefix

The clincher, Heritage Certificate proves AGP 57G is a factory 
monotone black Morris Cooper S Mk 2

The outcome? Well, AGP 57G was built on November 19th 1968 
and is indeed a Morris Cooper S. What’s more, although a standard 
spec car, it was painted in special order monotone black, so a very 
rare car. It was despatched to Stewart and Ardern Acton London on 
November 25th and registered there on its Central London number 
AGP 57G on 19th March 1969. So, a fantastic end result and I do like 
a happy ending!

If you know anything about the early life of AGP 57G in London then 
please let me know and I’ll pass the information on to Pierre, in the 
meantime AGP is a new entry to the Register.

That’s all for this month

Nick Hunter 

When advertised VKN was offered with both the standard 3½” S rims…

… and the now ubiquitous Cooper Car Co style ‘rosepetal’
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It does look very neat when installed in a Mk 3 S

All these parts make up the aftermarket dash panel with rev 
counter extension

Mk 3 S demister vents have the demister tube connection 
centrally located

would be to use a Mk 2 dash vent as this has the demister pipe 
connector to the side.

A motor from the early days of the MCR has appeared for sale. 
Built in April 1971, HLU 483K, a Blaze example, was originally 
supplied by Winchmore Hill Garage and was once owned by Myles 
Sutherland, a former Treasurer of this parish. It was a very original 
and tidy car when Myles owned it. After dropping off the radar for 
a few years it appeared for sale about five years ago sporting the 
registration TFX 3 when the owner was looking for over £30,000 

Mk 2 demister vent with tube connection to the side

HLU in its TFX 3 phase about five years ago looking quite tired

Nice original engine bay
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Rover Cooper Register

For most of us, retirement is supposed 
to represent a new phase in our lives, 
where we would hope to spend our 
new found leisure time, doing the many 
things that we could not do due to the 
overriding commitments of earning a 
living, raising a family, and keeping a 
roof over our heads. Retirement was 
like that for me to begin with, but 
as many of my closer friends know, 
events over more recent years have 
transformed my life to that of a carer 
and guardian to both of my very frail 
parents and two other equally fragile 
relatives, one of whom passed away 
earlier this year. Such responsibility does 

not come much harder and the worst part of it is the helplessness of 
witnessing a once vibrant life fading away before your eyes. 

Being part of the MCR is what I enjoy most and I would much rather 
have what pilots’ call ‘task saturation’ in that direction than where it is 
coming from right now. So, if you have experienced problems getting 
hold of me, I apologise, and ask you please to be patient. I will respond.

Too good to be true?

As the classic car market has levelled out for now, buyers are 
becoming more choosey about what they want. From time to time 
I get tip-offs of interesting cars for sale, and one I received recently 
was about a smart looking low mileage Rover Mini Cooper John 
Cooper conversion, listed for auction at Duxford on 16th October. It 
had a comprehensive history file and the anticipated price range was 
well within the money too. 

John Parnell

for it with the TFX plate included despite the car looking rather 
down at heel. This was when few Mk 1 Ss were changing hands 
for that kind of money let alone a tired Mk 3S and not surprisingly 
it didn’t sell.

It is looking much the same these days but still very original from the 
few pictures posted on the current ebay listing. I received a couple 
of enquiries about it, probably because the auction starting price was 
£0.99. Of course, it isn’t the starting price with an auction but where 
the price finishes that is the most important thing. At the time of 
writing it had been bid to £6,700 but there was still over a week to go.

That is all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

As seen on the current ebay listing

But it was only when I examined the car’s MOT history, available on 
the DVLA website, that something was not right. Over a period of 
just three months in 2008, the car had gone through no fewer than 
five MOTs, including three ‘Fails’, one of them for serious structural 
corrosion. This was followed by a ten year gap where it had obviously 
been laid up. Between its first ‘Fail’ and its latest clean MOT ‘Pass’ the 
car had covered less than 500 miles. 

Just as a poor credit history can adversely affect us as individuals, so 
a chequered MOT record can easily downgrade the desirability and 
value of a car, even with an exemplary provenance file. Who knows 
what had gone on with this particular vehicle all those years ago, 
and whether or not all of the rotten panel work had been properly 
repaired or bodged. MOT problems relating to emissions are nothing 
unusual on Minis of the 1990s, but you do have to question the 
wisdom of putting a car through an MOT with a level of corrosion 
that ought to have been so obvious and damning at the time. And 
now that the extent of that corrosion is on public record it will blight 
the car for the rest of its life.

B20S and 2B20S Plates

If your Rover Mini or Mini Cooper still possesses its original front 
panel, the bonnet slam section will have a ‘B20S’ or ‘2B20S’ body 
number plate spot-welded across the top just forward of the 
alternator. I had previously talked about these in my November 2017 
report. For the benefit of our newer members, a brief recap every 
now and again never does any harm.

Up for auction: This John Cooper conversion had everything going 
for it

A comprehensive provenance and history file is always a good sign, 
but the devil can sometimes be in the detail
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This particular style of ‘B20’ body numbering was introduced on 
850cc and 1000cc models from the 1974 model year onwards. Body 
number details of Minis built up to late 1967 were faithfully recorded 
in the production records, but this rapidly tailed off following the 
‘merger’ between BMC and Leyland in early 1968. Not surprisingly, 
the ‘B20S number plates are often disregarded as an irrelevance, 
much like the ‘FE’ numbers once were until our very own Simon 
Wheatcroft  decided to compile a listing which, years down the road, 
has now taken on a whole new importance for those seeking to 
authenticate a Mini body shell. 

I have a smattering of ‘B20S’ details in our Rover Mini Cooper 
Register records, but it would help no end if I had a lot more because 
they do run in a chronological sequence, albeit not in as precisely 
required in terms of corresponding VIN details that are the preferred 
official means of vehicle identification.

I mentioned that some cars have a ‘2B20S’ body number prefix. This 
superseded the earlier ‘B20S’ format in 1995 after the old system 
had reached 999999. The highest ‘B20S’ number I presently have is 
997412A and the lowest ‘2B20S’ number on our records is 001621A.  
If your car dates to 1995 or 1996, can you beat either of those?

Rover Mini Cooper Seats and Interior Trim

Throughout its ten year production life, the Rover Mini Cooper used 
two basic designs of seat but a wide variety of different coverings with 
suitably matching door cards and liners.  Alternative carpet colours 
were generally more limited until the introduction of the Mpi models 
in October 1996. Starting in 1990, below is a brief description of each 
model’s interior. The pictures will tell you the rest. I will continue it 
next month.

RSP Mini Cooper (1990)

The limited edition Commemorative model that launched the 
Rover Mini Cooper had its entire interior trim styled after the 
1989 Mini Thirty of a year earlier. The main seat facings are in 
black ‘Lightning’ fabric with black leather across the front of 
the cushion and the top of the squab (upright). The leather seat 
panels each have three transverse red piping strips stitched 
across them. A ‘Mini Cooper’ woven cloth badge is sewn into 
each front seat upright. 

The seats and their matching headrests are outlined in red piping. 
The sides and backs of the front seats, together with the headrests 
are covered in black leather effect vinyl. The facings of the door and 
rear quarter liners are predominantly trimmed in black ‘Lightning’ 
fabric. The lower section of each door liner is finished in black vinyl 
with a horizontal dividing red Mylar strip. The carpets are Burgundy 
red. The RSP has a Burgundy red leather-rimmed steering wheel 
with an oblong ‘Cooper’ centre badge. Newton Commercial (https://
newtoncomm.co.uk) can supply a comprehensive RSP interior trim 
kit. (My thanks to Roger Hunt, our RSP Registrar, for allowing me to 
include the above in this report).

‘Mainstream’ Mini Cooper (1990-1991)

Compared with the richness of the RSP model, the interior of the 
Mainstream Mini Cooper was clearly a step down. The seats had 
no leather facings, but instead borrowed the ‘Racing Crayons’ fabric 
first used on the Mini ‘Racing’ and Mini ‘Flame’ in the Spring of 1989. 
The same fabric design was used again when the above two models 
were upgraded with alloy wheels and re-launched as limited editions 
in February 1990 as the ‘Flame Red’ and ‘Racing Green’ with the 
addition of a new model in black/white called the ‘Check Mate’. 
The ‘Racing Crayons’ fabric might be the same, but the layout in 
the Mainstream Mini Cooper is different from that of the earlier 
models. The Mainstream car had the fabric applied as a centre 
section running from the top of the squab through to the front of 
the seat cushion. On the earlier 1989 and 1990 limited edition cars 
it was applied as two horizontal sections. The significance of this 
difference I will come back to shortly. Aside from the fabric facings, 
the seat sides and back were covered in black leather effect vinyl 
finished with matching black piping.

The plain black vinyl door and rear quarter liners on Mainstream 
models were a direct carryover from the February 1990 cars above, 
including the horizontal red Mylar strip. Black carpets and a black 
leather-rimmed steering wheel complete the look.

Always a good sign of originality: The B20S body plate is located on 
the bonnet slam panel

The luxury RSP interior was directly styled on that of the 1989 
Mini Thirty

All RSP front seats carry this woven cloth ‘Mini Cooper’ badge
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welcome return. The main deviation between the interior of the RSP 
and SPi is the way in which the seat coverings are upholstered. In the 
SPi, the fabric centre section runs from the top of the squab right 
through to the front of the cushion. The SPi front seats don’t have the 
stitched ‘Mini Cooper’ labels either. The accompanying photographs 
clearly show the two different styles.

You will note that the above SPi heading is dated 1991 – 1992. The 
reason for this is because the seats used in all Mini models from early 
1993 onwards were to a new design very similar to that used in 
Rover’s Metro models. But more about that and the details of later 
Mini Cooper interiors will be continued in next month’s report. 

Until then…

Let’s hope we get some reasonable November weather.

John Parnell

Popular as the Mainstream Mini Coopers’ were in 1990 and 1991, 
a full restoration of the original interior of these cars presents one 
problem. Replacement sections of ‘Racing Crayons’ fabric remain 
unavailable, and with so few survivors of this model on our roads, this 
situation is, at present, unlikely to change. Newton Commercial can 
supply the door and rear quarter liners, the carpet and the seat vinyl, 
but if you want the ‘Racing Crayons’ fabric, you will have to rely on 
second-hand seat coverings and some clever stitch work, especially if 
it has been sourced from one of the above non-Cooper models.  

SPi Mini Cooper 1991 - 1992

Having learned some valuable marketing lessons from the sale of 
the RSP and Mainstream cars, Rover decided that sales of the new 
single point injection (SPi) Mini Cooper would best be served by 
making it look more like the RSP. With the exception of the black 
leather-rimmed steering wheel, the interior of the SPi models bears 
more than a striking resemblance to that of the RSP, using the same 
‘Lightning’ fabric in much the same way, including the door and rear 
quarter liners. The contrasting Burgundy red carpet also made a 

The Mainstream Rover Mini Coopers had fabric facings featuring a 
‘Racing Crayons’ centre section

Déjà vu: The RSP interior made a return with the SPi Rover Mini 
Coopers. Note that the ‘Lightning’ fabric inserts are arranged 
differently from the RSP cars

Racing Crayons fabric was also used on limited edition cars in 1989 
and 1990. Note that the layout was different to the Mainstream cars

Innocenti Register

This month’s report brings a slightly 
unusual Innocenti Cooper 1300 Export 
to the pages of CooperWorld. The 
car belongs to member Ray Howell. 
It is finished in its original body colour 
of Bluette with Bianco Avorio roof 
and was built during the month of 
September 1974. 

Ray is at the end stages of a complete 
restoration of his car, with just a few 
minor details to sort before it’s ready 
for the road. Ray emailed me some 
photos of his seats a month or so back, 
asking if I had seen full cloth faced 
seats in an Innocenti Cooper before, as 
opposed to the conventional vinyl seats 

with "Birdseye" pattern centre cloth. I've seen these full cloth faced 
seats in official Innocenti press photos and also on the odd Cooper 
Export at International Mini Meetings with them fitted. 

Foster Charlton
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I was told by a wise old Italian Innocenti expert that these full 
cloth faced seats were fitted to Italian market models instead of 
the vinyl and cloth type because they were cooler to sit on in hot 
climates. The press photo included shows these full cloth faced 
seats, black painted bumpers, plastic wheel arch extensions and 

165 x 10 tyres fitted. An official Innocenti type approval document 
I own makes mention of the wheel arch extensions and 165 tyres 
being fitted from chassis number 560.000 (around June 1974). 
At first glance, the model in the photograph is often mistaken for 
a ‘Serie 300’ (300 examples produced ... Apparently!) Cooper 
1300, but a closer look shows that it has no sliding sunroof fitted, 
which was a major feature of the end of the line limited edition 
‘Serie 300’. 

Ray has sent his seats to Newton Commercial for a complete re-
trim as per original spec. I suggested it would be better to send 
them to take accurate templates from the seats instead of relying 
on photos sent via email, as Newtons hadn't seen this type of seat 
trim before. 

Next on Ray's list is changing the bumpers to the painted black 
versions so that the car is accurately restored to this rather rare spec. 
I really look forward to seeing the seats re-trimmed and fitted into 
Ray's car. Great stuff Ray! 

After a well documented build in previous reports, member Chris 
Hand has also completed the restoration of his early build Innocenti 
Cooper Mk3. Using the excellent services of Newton Commercial, 
Chris now has his fully restored all vinyl seats fitted in his car and it 
looks stunning. Fantastic job Chris well done! 

That's all for this month 

Foster Charlton

Ray Howells Bluette Cooper 

Original press photo

Chris Hands new interior

Ray Howells original seats 
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Mini Super Register

This year's Goodwood Revival meeting 
was of course celebrating sixty years of 
the Mini, and if you are unaware of this 
fact then it can only be assumed you 
have been away on a different planet 
for a while!

Among the 150 or so Minis present 
at the event were models of all types 
and derivatives. Most importantly, 
three Supers were on display, and all 
being Austins. My green and white 
car, Rob McShane's well-campaigned 
red and black car and the Smoke grey 
and white Super of Mike Creek were 
the said three cars. There are several 

photos and video clips of the event on line where the Supers are 
quite clearly featured.

I decided to remove my wheels which are fitted with original Dunlop 
C41 cross-ply tyres, mainly because as they are irreplaceable I felt it 
is now time to carefully preserve them for special occasions. On a 
spare set of wheels I have fitted the new Blockley radial tyres which 
have the appearance of 1960s Dunlop SP3 and so they look period. 
However, the car now drives so very differently on radials, in that it is 
possible to push the little 850 much further now that it corners more 
efficiently. Maybe I might even fit seat belts one day!

Garry Dickens

Continuing with Goodwood and Rob McShane's car, it should be 
noted Rob's registration is 666 EOT. At one point at the event, Rob 
was approached by a Rob Mitchell who explained that many years 
ago, he owned a red and black Austin Super which he initially took 
to be Rob's car when he saw it. But on reflection remembered the 
registration number being 656 EOT! Rob Mitchell bought 656 EOT 
from Hambledon Motors in November 1970 for £145. The car was 
in very good condition but soon became modified, as did most Minis 
at the time, with a1275 engine replacement, Peco exhaust, Cosmic 
wheels, wheel arches and Cooper grille. Rob owned the car for 
approximately five years and has many fond memories of it. He sold 
the car with the modifications he had carried out but refitted the 
original engine. Rob being a bit of a petrol-head has since owned in 
excess of 30 Minis and various Healeys and MGs. He often wondered 
what had become of the car. DVLA records show that its tax was last 
due in 1983 with the colour being recorded as black. Sadly, it would 
seem the little car did not make it.

A similar situation but with a better conclusion occurred at Carfest 
South this year, where the Austin Super owned by Dave Gilbert 4293 
RK was on display. Dave had left his phone number on the car. Later 
he received a text from Nigel Deung and followed by a phone call. 
Nigel explained he had made a double-take when he saw the car. Nigel 
explained that he had owned the car in the 1980s. During the phone 
chat, he told Dave he had been the third owner. He had been given the 
car by his mum who was given it by her dad, the first owner. He also 
told Dave where he had hidden the original keys and fob in a magnetic 
box, which when restoring the car, Dave found and still has.

Nigel had made many enquiries recently to try and trace the Super, 
even contacting the DVLA. He also had been looking for it at various 

Me at the Goodwood Revival with my and Rob McShane's Super

Dave Gilbert's Super in the 1980s

656 EOT in the 1970s

Mike Creek at the Goodwood Revival
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car shows but without success. He was sure the car had been 
scrapped. So Nigel was delighted to find the Super alive and well, 
clearly being looked after.

Do you have any stories or anecdotes relating to a Super? If so, then 
please get in touch, even if it no longer exists.

Garry Dickens

Dave Gilbert's Super in the 1980s

1275GT Register

Any MCR members active on 
Facebook and the 1275GT group will 
have already seen the story of Roy 
Russell’s GT restoration played out to 
its final conclusion.

As restoration projects go, Roy has 
achieved his results in record time, 
having only commenced the task in 
February 2018.  Roy decided from the 
outset that a tribute to the Australian 
Clubman GT was the look he had in 
mind, and which made the process 
even more involved.

Alan Clark

As acquired, hidden problems still to discover

Little steel left in the subframe mounts

Multiple layers of patching on an otherwise saveable floor
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The 1971 GT registered XHJ 448J that Roy acquired, originally in 
Bronze yellow, had good potential as the shell was in reasonable 
condition in key areas and particularly with a usable floor. With the 
additional complication of removing the sun roof and repairing the 
roof, all the usual areas of panel restoration required attention; the 
work being entrusted to MCR member Roger Hill.

Once the shell was completed Roy opted for a modern 2K primer 
as a base for the final finish in traditional cellulose, with plenty of 

hours of flatting and polishing for that authentic look. A full Newton 
Commercial seat cover set completed the interior fit out, including 
the frustrating and time consuming replacement of the headlining.

Serviceable displacers meant that the temptation to swap to a dry 
set up was avoided, and again meeting Roy’s objective of retaining as 
much of the original 1971 spec as possible.

When it came to the engine Roy dipped into his large collection of 
parts and used an 11 stud 1300GT unit that he had set aside some 
years ago. The engine and gearbox rebuilds were again entrusted 
to Roger Hill, with Roy completing the mating of the engine to the 
correct remote change gearbox. Complementing the high spec under 
bonnet view is a twin HS2 setup with a Cooper air box.

Roll over jig for easy access

Shell complete, ready for refit

11 stud engine and twin HS2s

Final touch of Aussie style completes the look



Mini Cooper Register | 53

REGISTERS

The 10x6J Starmag alloys came with the original car and Roy chose to 
retain and refurbish them to fill out the body coloured arches which 
matched part of the Australian Clubman GT spec.

With twin tanks also a feature on the Clubman GT, Roy was 
compelled to include the extra tank into his build and topped of his 
homage with a custom made graphic set.

With the 2019 show season behind us, Roy will be ready to drive and 
show his GT throughout 2020 so look out for this eye catching Mini at 
the next event you attend!

Alan Clark

 Modern MINI Cooper Register

One of the issues I think most of us 
have is smeary windows, both inside 
and out. When your car is new the 
windows are usually spotless with 
great visibility. Those who wash their 
MINI regularly will probably use Snow 
Foam, car shampoo, rinse and dry 
with a Micro-fibre cloth, then apply 
a proprietary glass cleaner, like Fast 
glass, Nilglas, etc. All good and all 
work to a certain degree. I have been 
cleaning windows this way for years.

Into the freshly cleaned car you go 
and immediately you spot a smear! 
Shock horror, you have just cleaned the 
window. Did you clean the inside too? 

Probably just a wipe round perhaps? Dashboard cleaners like Armour 
all have lots of silicone and that evaporates and ends up on the inside of 
your ‘clean’ windscreen. A good sneeze and catch it in a handkerchief if 
you are quick, but windscreen and steering wheel get the full blast most 
of the time. All these sorts of deposits and more build-up over time. 
Cleaning or just wiping moves the deposits around. The outside is even 
more severe. Deposits from the road, dead insects, acid rain and spray 
from the car in front, all getting pressure from the wind to grind the 
debris into the glass. I think you get my point.

In a vain search for a good OCD method of cleaning glass I searched 
YouTube, I know a bit sad, but there are simply loads of hints, tricks, 

David Young

workflows, pro valet ideas. They all sort of work if you have a day 
or so to clean just the glass. I have tried a fair number of these. One 
method to me stood out and worked. Both on my newish F56 and 
the wife's 10 year old truck.

First up, is to wash the car in the usual way that you prefer. Wipe 
down the windscreen just to dry it. Next up is the part one of the 
magic. Get a piece of a clay bar, or your kids modelling clay, moisten 
the window with clay lube or water mist, thoroughly move the 
clay bar up and down to pick up and remove deposits. You need to 
do this part on both sides of the window. You can then polish the 
windows with magic number 2, Flitz Metal polish. It is very lightly 
abrasive but is finer than the finest polish I have ever tried. You can 
use a fine Micro-fibre cloth or a cloth ball on your drill. The polish 
is so gentle the rubber around the glass will not mark. Just keep it 
moving and do not let it dry. Then magic number use a fine mist of 
glass cleaner, the best out there, in my opinion, is Stoner Invisible 
Glass. Wipe it around with one cloth and dry it off with an ultrafine 
micro-fibre cloth. I promise you that you will be amazed. Do the 
same on the inside of all your windows. It works for me. All the 
products are available on that well-known auction site, some come 
from across the pond but there are some UK based stockists. Here 
ends the first lesson.

What's new at OX4?
Birthday parties around the 60th birthday of Mini/MINI. The 1275GT 
is 50 years old and this signalled the end of the Cooper and S 
production, for the first time.

A look into the future and we now have the promise of the 
MINI Electric. To mark the motor show debut of the new MINI 
Electric, the brand’s first all-electric powered series-production 
model drove the 249 mile journey from the BMW Group 
headquarters in Munich to the Frankfurt Motor Show, to take its 
place on the MINI stand. 

Elena Eder, the MINI Electric Project Manager, completed the 
journey and proved that electric mobility doesn’t have to be limited 
to day-to-day journeys. With a battery range of up to 145 miles, the 
car only needed one charging stop along the way. Using a public DC 
fast-charger, it went from just above zero to 80 per cent of range in 
only 35 minutes.

The MINI Electric can easily cope with longer journeys thanks to the 
option of using 50kW DC fast-charging stations, so a lunch break is all 
it takes to recharge.

The MINI Electric will be produced at MINI Plant Oxford from 
November 2019, with customer deliveries starting in March 2020. It 
is priced from £24,400 OTR including the Plug-in Car Grant.  
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All very close to the design concept I shared with you a month back. 
Obviously, the way forward and BMW together with Rolls are pushing 
ahead with E cars. How electricity gets produced is another issue. 
Nuclear, wind, waves? No idea. Reduced Car Excise Tax will be good 
though. The issue for me is that it is hard enough finding Shell Garages 
with V Power, so I can’t imagine the hunt for 50kW DC fast-charging 
stations. Ask a friend to bring a spare battery? I think not.

Keep them clean and shiny, until next month, pedal to the Metal. 
Now about Brexit…………….. only kidding!

David Young

 Non-Cooper Register

In these days of emails, text messages, 
web pages and social media, it’s nice 
to have a letter drop on the mat 
that isn’t a tax demand or a flyer for 
some unwanted goods. The letter 
that I received recently was rather 
unexpected and at first it confused 
me; someone had sent me details of 
their Mini. It slowly dawned on me 
that it was a response to my asking our 
register if they would like their cars 
featured in this column. The fact that 
it had come in the manner that it did, 
suggested that the sender, like me, was 
someone who ‘goes back a bit’.

I called Ron Ward, the MCR member who had sent these details and 
had a fascinating chat with him about the history of the car which 
had been within his family for over 40 years.  His car, a 1963 Austin 
Mini had entered Ron’s life in the late 70s when he needed a cheap 
reliable runabout. 960 EWD was at that time still in its original yellow 

Malcolm Voss

(the exact colour has been lost in the mists of time) but it came 
without a power unit. This was quickly solved by installing an 850cc 
A series motor with a lightened and balanced bottom end. At the 
time Ron was working in the machine tool shop at Standard Cars in 
Coventry and his department was located next to the Competitions 
Department. From here he could see the Works TRs being driven out 
for testing and these left their mark on him, so much so, that later on 
he bought a TR3 which he used in hill climbs and sprints.  Those TRs 
had also sparked an interest in modifying cars and now he had the 
opportunity of doing so with his Mini.

The 850 that he had fitted was apparently very smooth to drive and 
Ron started to use it for some local events, but it was loaned to a 
friend who eventually returned it with a broken crankshaft. Back in 
the 1980s, Mini power plants were relatively easy and inexpensive 
to come by and so a 998cc Cooper engine and gearbox unit was 
sourced and installed by Ron. As with many of us who learnt our 
automotive skills simply because we couldn’t afford to do otherwise, 
Ron was fast increasing his mechanical knowledge and experience. 
This time the motor was left fairly standard with just a few minor 
tweaks. But unfortunately the inevitable tin worm had started its 
attack and so it was the car’s body that underwent a transformation. 
When the front end panels were removed they were replaced with 
a Clubman one-piece fibre glass front end and the car was painted 
a non-standard yellow with a red roof. It was at this time still being 
used as a fun car as Ron had now progressed to a company vehicle 
for a daily hack, and so he could afford to throw the Mini around the 
lanes on 12 car events. But as his parents needed a car, Ron replaced 
the 998 Cooper with a standard 850cc unit and passed it onto them 
as standard as he could make it.

The car stayed with his parents until he inherited it back in 2003 
(although the log book had remained in his own name from the day 
of purchase). It had spent several of those last years in garage storage 
and the body had suffered so the time was right for a ground up 
rebuild. Ron had in those intervening years started another love affair 
with yet another classic, the MG TC, a model with which he is still 
involved with to this day. As his mechanical and tuning knowledge was 
far greater than it was when he first acquired the Mini, it was always 
likely that the rebuild would not be standard. He had also moved to 
Yorkshire by that point which is where the car was shipped to and 
over the next three years it was transformed.  

The clean simplicity of the car hides the power that lies under 
the bonnet
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Transmission is through a turbo Verto clutch to a 4 synchro rod change 
box before finally out through a cross pin 3.11 differential to 12” 
Minilite style wheels. Braking has been addressed by fitting Metro Turbo 
vented discs, 4 pot calipers, a remote servo and a Cooper S master 
cylinder. The rear brakes being taken care of with Minifin brake drums.  
The suspension is Hi-Lo with GAZ adjustable shocks and negative 
camber bottom arms. The car has had a bespoke loom made and it has 
been converted to negative earth.  The eagle eyed will already have 
spotted the twin fuel tanks which supply fuel via a solid state Facet 
petrol pump. The interior of the car has had many changes and you will 
see most of them in the pictures, so I won’t go into more detail other 
than to note that both the front and rear screens are laminated.

So there it is, a car that has had the same owner since 1978 but which 
has in turn been an 850, a 998, an 850, a 1275 and now a 1380. It’s 
been a round-nose and a Clubman and a round-nose again. It has 
been a daily hack, a hill climber, sprinter, rally car, a family car and 
finally an all-out fun car. For my money this is what Mini motoring has 
always been about. Given the variety of parts fitted it’s probably not 
one for the purists but thankfully there are plenty of us who enjoy 
doing it ‘our way’.  I hope you found it as interesting as I did.

Finally, I would like to thank Ron for taking the trouble to write to me 
and for finding the time to chat about his car with me over the phone.  
Please do get in touch if you would like your non Cooper story 
featured in this column. Contact me via any of the details listed in the 
registrars’ directory at the front of the magazine with brief details of 
what makes your car unusual.

Malcolm Voss

Following a full body strip the one piece front was replaced with 
metal returning it to its original Mini construction. Many panels were 
replaced as required, I’m sure you can all guess which ones without 
my help, and the doors and boot lid were sent away for rebuilding 
by ‘The Mini Door Co’.  The floor was treated to several coats of 
seam sealant and stone chip before the shell was painted in its now 
current colours of red and white. Having done all that work once 
before, Ron didn’t want to give the car a chance of needing it again. 
So, several litres of Waxoyl were sprayed into the shell before the 
car was reassembled. In a similar vein the subframes were stripped, 
blasted and then powder coated before installation. Lastly, a mildly 
tuned 1275 A+ Metro engine was fitted to provide a bit more poke 
than the old Cooper unit and in 2006, 960 EWD rolled back onto the 
road to again provide some fun for its owner.

Ron’s bug for tuning MG TCs had bitten quite deep however and 
by 2008 he decided that it was the turn of the Mini to get a few 
upgrades.  The list of mods is fairly extensive so I will only summarise 
here with the major items. Firstly, the A+ block has been offset 
bored to 1380cc and pocketed to allow for valve clearance. The 
crankshaft is unground with a lightened flywheel fitted before the 
entire bottom end was carefully balanced. A Piper 285 camshaft lifting 
oil drained followers is driven by a lightweight duplex Vernier setup 
and sitting on top of that is a Mini Sport stage 4 cylinder head with 
1.5:1 roller rockers. Sitting neatly behind that on its matched, heated 
manifold is an S.U. HIF 44 carburetor and a K&N air filter.

The Lucas 567 lamp and the John Aley rear cage are complimented 
with twin tanks to suggest something special but the boot badge still 
proudly proclaims that it’s an Austin Mini

A busy engine bay with brake servo and header tank taking up most 
of the RH space. Innovative ducting provides air to the filter area.  
The 13 row oil cooler is out of site in this photo

The interior is a mix of old and new. The Rokee dashboard and 
Cooper S speedo are period but the seats, trim pads and handbrake 
are all from later models. The washer bottle is a refugee from the 
engine bay. Note the heated rear window switch

The side view is again nice and clean, showing off good panel gaps



Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Derbyshire,  
Lincolnshire &  
Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Niki Halls 07530 988788
nikihalls@gmail.com

Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Isle of Wight 11.00am Last Sunday  
of the month

The Hare and Hounds Pub at Downend Road, Newport, 
PO30 2NU from May to the end of the summer

Alan MacDougall 07523 006483  
admiow@me.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Wagon & Horses, Faversham Rd, Charing, Ashford 
TN27 0NR

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and 
Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire Last Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm

Acespeed, 111 Biggate, Windhill, Shipley, West Yorkshire, 
BD18 2BT

Andy Ace Harrison 01274 585803 
acespeed@live.co.uk

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

NEW
VENUE

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

VENUE
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello all, 

I am writing this report and looking 
forward to taking part in the Off Peak 
Run which Jack and Danielle Ward have 
planned for us. The run will have just 
finished when you read this report.  

What a great Mini 60 year we have had, 
with so many great events to participate 
in this year. As the nights are drawing in I 
hope we get good weather to enable us 
to keep getting out and about in our cars. 

I am particularly chuffed both for the club and also for Andy Ace Harrison 
who has stepped forward to be the regional contact for the Yorkshire 
Region.  Since taking on my role a few years ago, I have been keen to 
get members together in Yorkshire.  Ace, as you will know is one of our 
honorary members and had his first regional meeting at his premises 
Acespeed towards the end of September.  I heard from Andy, and from 
what I could see from Facebook, that this first event was a great success 
with loads of members attending for a good catch-up and chat. Many also 
brought their cars along. So, thanks to all our members that attended and 
supported the event. I am sure we can gain more members from these 
meetings and indeed the next meeting is already planned for the region. 
Keep an eye out for Ace's report in this edition, plus further meeting 
details in the magazine. Thanks Ace for coming forward!

However, I am still looking for someone to come forward as Regional 
Contact for the Warwickshire region. Cliff Porter has looked after this 
region for many years and is stepping down before the end of this year. Cliff 
has built up this region over the years, and which attends and represents the 
MCR at several high profile events over the course of a year.  

Please do come forward if you are from this region and would like to keep the 
Warwickshire region going. This role could always be shared, like some of our 
other regions, by more than one member if you feel that would work better.

I would like to thank Cliff on behalf of myself and the MCR for his time 
and work with his region. It would be a great shame if the Warwickshire 
region wasn’t to continue to be!

Until next time. 

Richard

Richard Sign
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

BeNeLux Region

September was a good month with two major Mini events on the agenda. 
First up was the Mini Fest at Stanford Hall. It was a splendid and relaxed 
weekend with a good display of nice Minis at this static show. By the time 
you read this, we will know whether it was our last pre-Brexit visit to 
the UK or not! Now, we can really start thinking of how to approach our 
plans for the 2020 events in the UK (starting with Bingley Hall).

 

On the weekend after Stanford Hall, the Belgian Diamond Mini Run took 
place and organised by MCR members Philippe De Lauw and Wesley 
Berloo. This two-day event was another celebration of the 60th Mini 
birthday. On 2nd September we headed for the Jaguar/Land Rover garage 
of Belgian Mini celebrity Julien Vernaeve, who was kind to be present for a 
short chat. Besides the typical Belgian breakfast, we were also treated to the 
presence of two of Julien’s rally/race Minis. A big thank you for allowing to 
start the event here!
 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Line-up of the 1959 Mini Register at Stanford Hall

Mini display in front of Stanford Hall

Start of day 1 of the Belgian Diamond 
Mini Run at Julien Vernaeve’s showroom

Julien Vernaeve’s Minis



The Saturday rally required some good driving and navigation skills since 
the road book used various rally navigation systems. We succeeded in 
finding the lunch stop without much difficulty. This allowed for another 
look at the participating Minis that came from Belgium, France and the 
Netherlands. After lunch the rally continued to the location for the 
excellent evening dinner. Here prizes were given to the unluckiest teams 
(both having technical problems with their Minis), the oldest participating 
Mini (a 1964 Mini Sprint), the team travelling furthest to the start location 
(which happened to be us) and the best three teams. We were rather 
surprised to be 3rd overall. The team participating in a yellow Mini Van 
took 2nd place, while 1st place was taken by a couple doing the rally with 
a 6-week old baby and another young child on board!
 

Sunday 22nd September saw the start of day 2 with a second tour 
scheduled. The route book now used only the Tulip-system for 
navigation and there were no prizes to win. Like on day 1, the route 

took us through beautiful scenery. This route was however, to some 
extent, a bit more challenging for the driver in being more twisty and 
hillier on (very) narrow roads. It was really enjoyable in a classic Mini 
and impossible in anything else. The tour ended in a village were the 
Minis participated in a small classic car show with the 60th Mini birthday 
as special theme. With the presence of nearly 60 Minis, this was an 
attractive ending of the event. A well deserved applause to Philippe and 
Wesley for organising this excellent event.

Bart Theelen 
benelux@minicooper.org
+31475564841 (landline) / +31627258202 (mobile) 

Bristol, Glos & Somerset Region 

Hi all,

September has been another busy month. It started with a trip to 
Ringwood to meet a Mini enthusiast who needed help identifying spares 
and who was looking to thin out his collection. I was surprised to find 
two 1959 Mini projects, two chopped Mk1 Minis and a range of rare 
parts. I didn’t find anything for myself but I did help three other members 
acquire a Vortz manifold, a Radford wheel set and a Mk1 seat set. 

The following weekend I attended Minis in the Bay, Cardiff. The 
sun was out; the event was very well attended and was located 
in a very picturesque amphitheatre location. I met loads of new 
people, definitely one to attend again next year. The BGS regional 
meet took place on the 12th at the Beefeater in Bristol which was 
very interesting, and I hope I convinced Franco to press on with his 
1275GT project to get it finished for IMM next year.  

I attended the Standford Hall Mini show which was very large and 
busy, the autojumble was particularly good, I found 4x Mk1 piano 
hinge glass, a Mk1 bonnet and a Mk2 boot for £200, and a Mk1 
drivers door in good condition for just £10!  

The last Saturday of the month was the Castle Combe Mini Action 
Day, and although it was wet it was good. Our stand was sold 
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Participants of day 1 of the Belgian Diamond Mini Run

A great turnout for the run of classic Minis

Gathering for day 2 of the Belgian Diamond Mini Run

Arrival at the finish location
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out, and our cars produced a lot of interest and stared in loads of 
photographs, especially our Almond green 1071S and a Peter Sellers 
style painted modern Clubman. A big thank you to all the people 
who brought their cars and mucked in. Once again there was a good 
autojumble where I found an original MK1 S brocade seat set for £500 
and a Mk2 Cooper seat for just £15.  

Looking forward, on the 2nd & 3rd  November is the Classic Car 
Restoration show at Shepton Mallet (I will attended on the driest day), 
and as usual I will attend the NEC Classic Car Show on Friday 8th 
November.

That’s it from me.

David Dangerfield

Dorset Region 

The Dorset Region enjoyed another of our popular Breakfast runs to 
Compton Abbas Airfield on Sunday September 15th. I am not sure if 
it is the run through beautiful Dorset countryside or the breakfast at 
the airfield that is the main attraction! I think the breakfasts may be 
the winner!

Eight cars left Fordingbridge at 8.30am sharp, arriving at the airfield just 
before the opening time and Malcolm Francis joined the other 13 of us 
in the food queue. Over breakfast, we were entertained by four very 
brave young ladies who individually took part in wing-walking for a local 
charity. A feat not to be attempted after breakfast!

Once again, a thoroughly enjoyable occasion and we look forward to the 
next one.

This report concludes the Dorset events for this year, although our 
monthly meetings continue until November. Our first event for the New 
Year is our Christmas evening meal on January 8th 2020.

Nick Stanmore
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Tuck in time!

All lined up at the airfield
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Mid Staffs Region

Back in August, just before I started the Summer Tour briefing, I 
was asked by one of the entrants, Andy Robson, if he could take the 
micro phone for a few moments to make an announcement. Andy is a 
member of the MG Car Club Midland Centre committee and he used 
the Summer Tour start to announce that the group meeting had been 
awarded the Midland Centre Natter of the Year trophy for the second 
time. Within the Stone Classic Car Group, the MG CC Midland is 
represented at its regular pub meeting (the Stone Natter) as well as the 
MCR Mid Staffs group and the Boundless by CSMA North Staffs Group. 
I feel this is recognition of how our regular meetings have taken off, 
and irrespective of your club allegiance or your favourite car, this award 
belongs to everyone who support the meetings.

September 21st saw the 2nd Classic Car Display in Stone High Street. 
Last year this was held in mid-October and was almost cancelled due 
to the weather. So this year the date was brought forward by 3 weeks 
and coincided with a glorious spell of warm sunny weather. Stone High 
Street suffers, like many others, with a low footfall despite having many 
retailers offering services and goods that the local supermarkets do 
not. In order to support these traders the Town Council along with 
the Traders Association have been working hard to get people into the 
High Street. Our part in this was to ‘fill the High Street with classic and 
interesting cars’. A conservative guesstimate showed 71 cars could be 
parked between the lampposts, floral displays, benches, notice boards, 
café outdoor seating and the Town Clock. It was also decided that this 
year in order to have some control over numbers owners would have 
to complete an entry form. This also allowed the display to have some 
sort of order, which led to pre-1970 cars in the lower High Street, and 
post 1970 cars in the upper High Street. In between these, in the Market 
Square, were cars celebrating an important anniversary. Obviously Minis 
featured strongly here, but they were joined by a Jaguar Mark2 and a Ford 
Anglia both celebrating 60 years, two Ford Capris (50 years) and a 1927 
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Celebrating Citroens Ford Capri and Ford Anglia

Nice getaway car at the bank

Perhaps the most valuable car on show

The lower High Street

The Mini grid



Citroen 12/24 accompanied with a Citroen SM to celebrate 100 years of 
Citroen. The Minis were lined up on a ‘Starting grid’ which looked very 
effective, especially when they all left en masse at the end of the day. A 
selection of pictures from the event are associated with this report.

The latest news this month, is that the alterations and decorations to the 
function room at our HQ, The George and Dragon, should be complete 
by the time you read this, so the Christmas Dinner should be back on 
the calendar this year! The provisional date is Monday December 2nd 
and, as usual, the dinner will replace our regular meeting.

Remember that our regular meetings are held on the first Monday of 
each month, from 7.30 onwards. If you would like to receive regular 
information about events then ask to be put on the email list. Contact 
me by email to request being added to the circulation list. We are also on 
Facebook so search for ‘Stone Classic Car Group’ and request being a 
member as it is a closed group.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com

Thames Valley Region

On Sunday 15th September, several of the Thames Valley Region's 
members and their cars were at the Rural Life Centre's Classic 
Vehicle Gathering in Tilford. This was a very popular event, in lovely 
surroundings, and with Classic Cars of all types to be found along with 
an autojumble and various trade stands. The Rural Life Centre at Tilford 
near Farnham is a fascinating place to visit and a credit to the enthusiasm 
of the many volunteers who keep the place running and flourishing.
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The original Minivan



The following Saturday was another busy and popular local Classic Car 
Show and Rally in Alton. It was good to see MCR founder member, 
Roy Gudge, winning the award and trophy for Best Classic Car with his 
treasured Island blue Morris Mini Cooper Mk 2. Again, the weather, as 
you can see by the photos was excellent. 

The date for the Christmas dinner has been arranged for Friday 29th 
November at the usual meeting venue, The Crooked Billet in Hook. 
Places may be limited and a deposit of £5 per head is needed. Email: 
thames_valley@minicooper.org to book or for further info. Please note 
there will be NO evening meeting on Wednesday 27th  November. 
 
Lorraine Hampson

Yorkshire Region

We have organised our meetings to be held on the last Wednesday in 
the month and we will have a coffee, cakes and cars sort of meeting, all 
very relaxed around our workshop where you can see the race work, 
restoration and general prep taking place.

We put out the date and hoped for a few cars and suspects but we 
overwhelmed by the turnout and mix of lovely cars. We had done 
some baking and a last minute let down by a coffee truck was sorted by 
Sarah, my partner, with the use of kettles and a flask. We opened the 
workshop fully with access to all areas and the team were on site to 
answer questions and generally mingle with those that turned up.

We had DJB 93B in for detailing, gearbox work and general preperation, 
a Mk1 S, a Mk3 S and our new build Harewood Mini. All our race 
customer’s cars were on site too, so plenty for everyone to look at. We 
also had Kevin Bicknall’s class winning hillclimb R53 on show. 72 ACE 

was there on show it being the FIA Goodwood car which is currently 
for sale. The present owner, Andrew Jeffery brought the car along with 
his son, who races the ex Richard Longman and Acespeed car which as 
always looked magnificent.

Some other lovely cars turned up too, including the Clubman Contessa 
that took Car of the show at the Bradford Classic car show. Then there 
was the lovely Riley Elf of Andy Dickinson, and finally a Sprint Clubman 
ready for Italian Job run so a really good turnout.

I was presented with a Model of 882 PKX Whizz our FIA Race Mini in 
1:18 form which is Ace with superb detail.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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We are having a screen up at the next meeting on Wednesdays 
30th October where we will be screening a film from 7pm. The 
meeting starts at 6.30pm but we are very relaxed on times so 
please don't stress getting there and we hope for a similar turnout. 
We are very open to suggestions as to what the Yorkshire region 
would like to see.

We are on with our Mini themed cafe in January so there will be a relaxed 
area to sit and eat whilst a screen will be running in the back ground.

Hope Yorkshire enjoyed its first meeting at its new site and thank you so 
much for supporting it.

Andy ‘Ace’ Harrison
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Cars for sale 

Authi Mini Cooper 1973. Rare Spanish built 
version with Innocenti looks inside and out. 
Right hand drive, unleaded cylinder head, 
leather trim, reclining front seats, vinyl roof, 
good runner. £7,995 ono. Car located in 
Warwickshire. Tel: 01827 830539

Parts for sale 

Set of 5, 6 x 10" GB Minilite alloy wheels. Freshly 
powder coated. Looking for £200 plus carriage. 
Also set of 6J x 10" Revolution wheels complete 
with brand new Yokohama A032R 165 x 70 x 
R10 tyres. Never been on the road stickers still 
on tyres. Looking for £300 plus carriage. Then 
a set of 6J x 10" Mamba wheels complete with 
brand new Yokohama A032R 165 x 70 x R10 
tyres. Never been on the road stickers still on 
tyres. Newly powder coated in an Anthracite  
colour. Looking for £350 plus carriage. Finally, I 

have a new reconditioned big valve 1275  11 stud 
Cooper S head to sell. Contact Bruce Wallace on 
tel: 01224 741668 (Aberdeen) 

Parts Wanted 

Mk2 Mini Cooper S straight cut gear box with 
remote change. Please contact Bruce Wallace 
on tel: 01224 741668 or  
email: wallace.bruce1953@icloud.com

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency 
(DVLA) may refuse to register vehicles that 
are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The 
DVLA. may ask the police to inspect cars 
without either one of these identification 
numbers. Members and readers are 
advised to be cautious before purchasing 
such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR 
EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and 
“wanted” adverts are free (minis and 
mini parts only) providing they are 
not excessively long nor in the course 
of business trade. Please quote your 
membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members 
wishing to place a classified advert 
must enclose a cheque for £5.00 with 
their advert script. Failure to do so 
will result in the advert being returned 
unpublished. Cheques should be made 
payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure 
order 1977. All traders are required 
to state this fact clearly in their 
advertisements either by the letter T 
or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books 
(V5 documents) and/or chassis plates 
cannot be accepted adverts. Adverts 
must be in written form only please and 
addressed to the magazine editor. This 
includes instructions for repeat insertions 
and/or advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED
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0CM WORKSHOP SECTION

■ Seized fixing tricks 
■ Headlight refurb
■ Minor clutch hydraulics
■ Sprite engine takes shape
■ Stag electrics
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TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

SINGER
GAZELLE
Restoration Ghia reborn

RUST-FREE MINI
the easy way?

MGB GT

GOING DUTCH
The forgotten Volvos

SERVICE BAY
Inside the Rover OHC engine

VW CORRADO
Emerging classic

Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world

Living with the
MORRIS MINOR
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GAZELLE

FORD
CAPRI 2.0

JAGUAR X-TYPE
Engine seal fix

TRIUMPH 2500
Rolling road tune

RUST-FREE MINI
MGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GTMGB GT
Rebuilt auto is 
a hidden gem a hidden gem 
of the MG 
world
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