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Cranborne Industrial Estate,  
Cranborne Rd. Potters Bar. EN6 3JN 
Telephone: 01707 607700  

Units 2E and 2G Harwood Road  
Northminster Business Park. York. Y026 6QU 
                              Tel: 01423 881800  

991 Wolverhampton Rd. Oldbury.  
W. Midlands. B69 4RJ 
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 Shop on-line at www.minispares.com - or visit our 3 great stores

Cooling & Heating 
Mini Spares is famous for its research and selection of radiators, namely the special two and four core varieties, plus the standard fitment items. All are so well priced. 
True Kevlar stranded and silicon type hoses plus the radiator cowlings and fitting brackets are also stocked along with expansion tanks and electric fans. The alloy water pumps with a 3 year 
guarantee are of exceptional quality and price. Thermostats, sandwich plates and covers plus all fittings are kept in stock. Mini Spares has its own make of heater valves and control cables plus 
heater unit matrix. Oil coolers, pipes and all associated parts are also available.

Electrics & Lighting 
Mini Spares has many lamps from the original Mini tooling and Mini Spares’ own tooling to ensure all saloon lighting is available. Lamp lens, gaskets and fittings are available for most of the lamps 
stocked. Headlamps and spot lamps, bezels, bulbs and holders can also be found at Mini Spares. All major alternator, dynamo and starter components plus upgraded units are available, as new 
and outright sales. A few years back Mini owners suffered a lot of breakdowns from cheap imported electrical components failing, but we have our own unique range of coils, condensers, rotor 
arms and distributors which have been set correctly. Popular wiring looms and cables, horns, flasher units, relays, central locking kits, plus switches and stalks are held in stock.

Interior 
We can supply separate trim pieces and trim liner kits, carpets, sound deadening, boot boards, sun visors and all the fittings. We have roll-cages and headlinings, seats, seat trimming and 
adjuster brackets, inertia and automatic seatbelts, steering wheels and wheel drop brackets, plus steering wheel cowls, gear lever gaiters and gear knobs, All indicator and light switches plus 
bezels, interior door handles, ash trays, foot pedal pads, hand brake covers, interior mirrors, dashes and printed circuits for late model speedos are available from stock.
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All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of 
either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees. 

for current prices visit: www.minispares.com

Please note that prices can change during the period that the magazines are printing - check website for up-to-date prices.  All part numbers used are unique and intellectual property of either Mini Spares Centre Ltd or Rover / X parts licensees.
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Don’t miss our great 
Track Day - 25th Sept. 
2019 at Cadwell Park

• Full day 
• Open Pit lane 
• Just £149.00

www.minispares.com

Accessories, Wheels and Tyres 
Most accessories that owners request for their Minis are available:- books, T shirts/clothing, key rings, mouse mats, stickers, jewellery, tools, toys, videos, bolt-on accessories, oil and grease. 
We stock a range of popular alloy and steel wheels, studs, bolts and centre caps including our own Special Tuning range of the original looking Tech Del Minilites from the 1960s, as supplied to 
Leyland ST, and the new genuine 1990s specification Minilite wheels.  The Mini Spares Rose Petal wheel is made from our own tooling and specification as used by racers and top range road 
cars alike. We offer a full range of tyres:- Falken. Yokohama, Nankang and Dunlop R7. 
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Magazine Copy Dates
These are the latest dates copy should be 
received by the Editor for publication.

September magazine – 1st August
October magazine – 1st September
November magazine – 1st October

Magazine Publishing Guidelines
Please submit all copy, including For Sale and 
Wanted adverts, to the Editor prior to the 1st day 
of each month. The production of a magazine 
starts a month before the due publishing date. 
Please submit copy to the Editor only. 

If possible please provide copy electronically 
by email with Word attachments. 

Images may also be supplied electronically, 
but please bear in mind that the resolution 
and depth need to be as high as you can 
provide. Please supply any images as JPEG 
only. Please do not embed pictures or graphics 
in word documents, these should be supplied 
separately. Email to editor@minicooper.org 

Handwritten or typed submissions are 
always welcomed with equal precedence to 
electronic forms. 

Please keep articles to a maximum of 1500 words.

Original photographs and slides are also 
welcomed and will be digitally scanned and 
promptly returned. The Club will pay for all 
postage and packaging on returnable items.
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Chairman 
Robert Young 
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
chairman@minicooper.org

Vice Chairman 
Tony Salter 
20 Batchelor Green, Southampton,  
Hants, SO31 8FJ 
02380 560073 (H) 
vicechairman@minicooper.org

Treasurer 
Nigel Oates  
OTS Management Consulting & Setting Solutions Ltd 
Greenfield Lock, Christleton, Chester. CH3 5PN 
07765 235204 
treasurer@minicooper.org 

General Secretary  
Kim Bromage 
31 Coralin Close, Chelmsley Wood,  
Birmingham, B37 7NE 
0121 680 1814 (H) 
secretary@minicooper.org 

REGISTRARS
Ex-Works and Competition Cars Register 
Robert Young - See Chairman 
exworks@minicooper.org
Appendix K Register 
Russell Earnshaw 
8 White Ley Bank, Fulstone, New Mill,  
Huddersfield, W. Yorkshire, HD7 7DL  
01484 683899 
appendixK@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK I Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
392 Nuneaton Road, Bulkington, Nuneaton, 
Warwickshire, CV12 9RR 01827 830539 
mk1Sregistrar@minicooper.org
Cooper MK I Register 
Barbara Alexander 
Hollam Farm Cottage, 76 Bridge Street, Titchfield, PO14 3QL 
01329 841225 
mk1registrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper S MK II Register 
Nick Hunter 
01785 813693 
mk2Sregistrar@minicooper.org 
Cooper MK II Register 
Graham E Robinson 
80 Alexandra Road, Great Wakering, Essex, SS3 0HW 
01702 219298 
mk2registrar@minicooper.org
Cooper S MK III Register 
Simon Wheatcroft 
See Cooper S MK1 Registrar 
mk3Sregistrar@minicooper.org
RSP Cooper Register 
Roger Hunt  
Red Lion Lodge, Clopton, Kettering,  
Northamptonshire, NN14 3DZ  
01832 720571 
rsp@minicooper.org
Rover Cooper Register 
John Parnell 
8 Meadow Bank, Eversley Park Road, London N21 1JE 
020 8886 8226 
rovercooper@minicooper.org 
Coachbuilt Cooper & Cooper S Register 
Steve Burkinshaw 
28 Loom Lane, Radlett, Herts, WD7 8AD 
01923 855971 
coachbuilt@minicooper.org
Ex-Police Cooper & Cooper S Register  
David Davies 
9 Mountway, Waverton, Chester, CH3 7QF 
01244 332282 
expolice@minicooper.org
Innocenti Cooper Register 
Foster Charlton 
12 Queens Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne and Wear, NE28 7QU  
0191 2639019 
innocenti@minicooper.org
Mini Super Register 
Garry Dickens 
Pryland Barn, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Somerset,  
TA2 7QT 01823 338228 (H)  
01823 337835 (W) 07519 513826 (M)  
super@minicooper.org 
1275GT Register 
Alan Clark 
20, Voller Drive, Reading, Berkshire, RG31 4SE  
0118 9423778 
1275gt@minicooper.org
Modern MINI Cooper Register 
David Young 
8 Weald View, Staplecross, Robertstbridge, TN32 5QW 
01580 830000 
newmini@minicooper.org
Non Cooper Register 
Jonathan Voss 
31 Smallhythe Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 7LH 
0747 7717199 Please call after 18:30pm 
jonathanvoss1994@gmail.com

Please avoid phoning Committee Members and Contacts after 9pm.
Display Advertising - please contact: Kay Scott 01943 461679 kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Webmaster 
Mike Bennett 
45 The Park, Penketh, Warrington, Cheshire WA5 2SG 
01925 727479 (H) 
webmaster@minicooper.org 

Magazine Editor  
Paul Sulma 
7 Dorset Way, Twickenham, Middx, TW2 6NB 
0208 898 9476 (H) 
editor@minicooper.org 

Membership Administration 
Mini Cooper Register, Arbons House, 
47 Water Street, Lavenham, Suffolk CO10 9RN 
01787 249284 
mcr@minicooper.org

Subscriptions Information 
Lesley Young  
Spring Cottage, Small Hythe, Tenterden,  
Kent, TN30 7NE  
01580 763975 (H) 
subscriptions@minicooper.org

Events Co-Ordinator 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
events@minicooper.org

Competition Secretary 
Peter Barker 
competition@minicooper.org 

Club Shop 
Justin Ridyard 
2 Carlsden Close, Dover, Kent, CT17 0SD 
01304 330715 (H) 
regalia@minicooper.org

Regional Co-ordinator 
Richard Sign 
Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield,  
Southampton, SO45 1XL 
07968 307689 
regions@minicooper.org

Public Relations 
David Hucker 
Orchard Cottage,12 Wimpstone,  
Stratford upon Avon, Warks, CV37 8NS 
07860 115481 
pr@minicooper.org 

Car Registrar 
Peter Barratt 
44 Bushey Grove Road, Watford, Herts, WD23 2JQ 
01923 816757 
cars@minicooper.org

Youth Co-ordinator 
Jack Ward 
81 Tower Hill, Dover CT17 0AG 
07984 302894 
youth@minicooper.org

Non Designated Committee Members 
Position vacant 

OTHER CONTACTS
Archivist 
Position vacant 
archivist@minicooper.org

Heritage Liaison 
Peter Moss - See Competition Secretary  
heritage@minicooper.org

DVLA V765 Contact  
(Vehicle Registration Recovery) 
Paul Sulma, 0208 898 9476 
v765@minicooper.org

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
Mike Cooper

Facebookwww.facebook.com/
minicooperregister

www.minicooper.org

forum.minicooper.org 
https://twitter.com/
cooperregister

#minicooperregister

HONORARY MEMBERS
Rauno Aaltonen
Peter Baldwin
Warwick Banks
Peter Browning
Willy Cave
Ron Crellin
Brian Culcheth
Ray Cunningham
Ginger Devlin
Paul Easter
Andy Harrison 
Paddy Hopkirk
Bill Price
Bill Richards
John Rhodes
Gordon Spice
Nick Swift
Stuart Turner
Julien Vernaeve
Basil Wales 
Lady Watson (Christabel Carlisle)
Mike Wood
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Cherished Vehicle
Insurance Services

Classic Mini Insurance
                    for your pride & joy                                        for your pride & joy
Classic Mini Insurance

for your pride & joy

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 085 04/17

20% discount for Mini Cooper Register members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies.
Simple and free agreed value service.
All modi� cations considered.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply.
Please ask for details.

0512 CVI Cooperworld A4 Colour Advert 24.04.17.indd   1 27/04/2017   12:19
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INSURANCE FOR MINI COOPER 
REGISTER ATTENDANCE AT SHOWS
The club has an insurance policy which protects its officers and members against 
a variety of claims. The key area it covers is ‘Public Liability’ and this means 
accidental injury to or damage to the property of members of the public.

The main area of exposure to risk for the club is attendance at shows where 
we run a stand. There are an increasing number of shows featuring the Mini 
or classic cars generally which we are planning to attend with Committee-
organised stands, plus many regions already attend local shows, and there may 
be others that we are less aware of. Our public liability insurance will, we hope, 
never be claimed on, but there is always the possibility that a member of the 
public suffers an injury on our stand and, given the ambulance-chasing practices 
of many legal advisers today, makes a claim against us. 

That is what our policy is there to protect us for, but we can only offer that 
protection if the club is notified in advance of a Mini Cooper Register presence. 
If the stand organizer lets me know (address, phone number and e-mail address 
at the front of the magazine) they will be protected against the risk of a personal 
claim by our insurance. The club cannot pick up liability after the event without 
prior notification. Also, the insurance only covers risks in the UK.

So if you are organising a stand, please tell both the magazine editor and me at 
the same time, so that it can be publicised in the magazine, and you and your 
organising team are covered by insurance.

Nigel Oates
Treasurer

DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE  
MINI COOPER REGISTER
Discounts may be available on production of your membership card at the 
following firms:

MINI MACHINE, DARLINGTON  
– 10% off the vast majority of goods

DSN MINI SPECIALISTS, NORFOLK  
– various discounts depending on the product

MINI MAIL, KILCOT, GLOS  
– help if undergoing a major restoration

BULL MOTIF MINI SPARES,  
WINCHCOMBE. GLOS  
– Mini spares 1959-2000, Heritage parts, mail order from website. 
Discount to members on production of membership card. 01242 609598 
bullmotifminispares.com formerly Midland Mini Centre

MINI SPORT, PADIHAM, LANCS  
– 10% off most goods except for body shells and some engines

AZ MINI CENTRE, SPALDING, LINCS  
– 10% off everything but will offer more depending on amount purchased

MINI SPARES CENTRE  
– See advert inside front cover for contact details. Discount available to Mini 
Cooper Register members.

BJ ACOUSTIC, OLDHAM, LANCS  
– www.bjacoustic.com 10% discount

CLASSIC LINE INSURANCE  
– 10% discount and agreed value on cars over 5 years old 01455 639000

M & M MINI SPECIALISTS, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE  
– 10% discount 01925 444303. www.Mini-metro.co.uk 

HAYNES PUBLISHING, SOMERSET  
– 15% off books, manuals and DVDs, with 2nd class P&P to UK 01963 442030

OLD TRAIN HOUSE B&B 
– Cork, Ireland (MCR member) - 10% discount 00353 25 39337  
www.oldtrainhouse.com 

MERLIN MOTORSCREENS  
– 10% discount, supply and supply & fit www.merlinmotorscreens.co.uk 
07768 661175

DISCOUNT ON HOLIDAYS FOR MCR MEMBERS  
– Studio Apartments in El Sauzal Village Centre, Tenerife, Spain.  
www.casafloratenerife.com  

HERITAGE MINI COOPER INSURANCE  
– 0121 246 8089 or 0845 373 4777 or visit www.heritage-quote.co.uk 

R.A.C.E. MOTORSPORT  
– Unit 14 Withnell Fold Ind. Est., Withnell Chorley Lancashire PR6 8B.  
10% discount, Jim Brindle 01254 831644

SUSSEX ROAD AND RACE  
– Unit 2, Shipyard Ropewalk, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 5DE 01903 
715341 www.sussexroadandrace.co.uk   
kevin@sussexroadandrace.co.uk . Mini and classic mini specialist ex JCW chief 
technician - will give 10% discount to any club member

THE EAST ANGLIAN MINI CENTRE, IPSWICH  
– Discounts for MCR members, details on our regular adverts in 
CooperWorld www.eastanglianminicentre.co.uk 01473 740148 

TMS MOTORSPORT  
– 10% off Motorsport and Tuning Products www.tmsmotorsport.co.uk.  
Tel. 01189 485132

Missing Magazines
Sometimes magazines go astray.

If your magazine does not arrive 
by the middle of the month

contact Lavenhams

mcr@lavenhamgroup.co.uk

or by phone (only if you do not 
have email facilities) on 

01787 249284

NOTICE BOARD

Magazine 
Contributions
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

Contributions must be received 
by the 1st of the month for the 
following month’s magazine.

I will acknowledge ALL 
contributions for the magazine 
sent by email, so if you do not 
receive an email back from me it 
almost certainly means I have not 
received it. Please telephone me 
after a day or so to check if you 
do not hear from me.

Paul Sulma

Membership
The Lavenham Press administer  
the membership - 

see details on page 4. 

GDPR Policy Document
The Mini Cooper Register is a motor club that caters for all those interested in 
the Mini and Mini Cooper, both classic and modern.

Under the GDPR regulations, we act as both Controller and Processor, in 
addition we use the third party company, Lavenham Press Limited, to administer 
the membership of the club and print CooperWorld magazine, and as such, they 
act as a Processor on our behalf.

The Club’s legal basis for handling personal data is Legitimate Interest.

In order to run the club, we and Lavenham Press Limited hold our members’ 
personal data (we do not hold sensitive personal data) and we will not release 
any of that data to any third party and have tight controls on the access to that 

data by officers of the club. Data no longer required for the running of the club 
is deleted. The data held for a member is: Membership number, name, address, 
telephone numbers, email address and region. In addition, payment details are 
used for processing membership and the sale of club merchandise, payment 
details are not stored. Details of the data held may be requested by a member 
by sending an email to gdpr@minicooper.org.

The processing performed by Lavenham Press Limited is: Recording new and 
renewed memberships, sending of welcome packs, sending of membership 
renewal notices. 

The processing performed by the club is: Generation of regional members 
lists (membership number, name, telephone and town only), granting of 
access to our website and social media, email notifications to members, 
confirmation of membership.
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EDITORIAL
I must start my editorial by saying 

what a brilliant Mini 60 National Mini 
Day we had just a few weeks ago at 
Beaulieu! And how lucky were we 
with the weather holding out just long 
enough not to spoil the day. There 
were so many interesting cars to see 
at the show and I really don’t think 
any other Mini show attracts as many. 
We also had a great turn out of our 
Honorary Members including Mike 
Cooper, Paddy Hopkirk, Bill Price and, 
new to the club, Brian Culcheth and 

Andy Harrison - not to mention a number of other Abingdon veterans 
who are a joy to see and speak to. Our thanks must, once again, go 
to Tony Salter, our event organiser, for doing a fantastic job putting on 
the show with the help of his volunteer team. 

So, if you were there and want to relive some of the highlights of 
the show, or you didn’t manage to make it, then David Hucker 
has written an article about the day illustrated with lots of great 
photographs. Additionally, several registrars have also covered the 
show from their register perspective so don’t forget to read through 
them too.

Moving on to what else we have in store for you and club member 
Tony Maulders, from New Zealand, has sent in an article about 
his Mini Cooper which has got an interesting history having spent 
99.9% of its life in New Zealand. As we know the Mini was sent to 
the four corners of the world and it’s amazing to hear that people 

like Tony are as passionate about their Minis as anyone in the UK 
might be. What a testament to the ‘pulling power’ of our little gem 
after 60 years.

Now, if you like reading books about Minis then there are at least 
two books which have been published this year which you might 
find an interesting and entertaining read. The first book has the 
longish title ‘The Mini Scrapbook - 60 years of a British Icon’ and the 
second book an equally longish title: ‘The Self Preservation Society 
– 50 years of the Italian Job’. Well, if you are not sure if either of 
these books would be of interest to you, then do have a read of Cliff 
Porter’s reviews of them, as they may help you decide.

Sticking with the Italian Job theme, as some of you may be aware, 
this iconic 1969 film has reached its own milestone, that being 50 
years since its release. This anniversary hasn’t gone unnoticed by 
some and David Hucker as written an article which he has titled 
‘Blow the bloody doors off’ which is about an interesting celebration 
of the film’s anniversary.

Finally, I must plug Peter Barker’s latest ‘interview with’ article as it 
is about the amazing man behind the tuning company Janspeed, Jan 
Odor. I won’t do a spoiler on it here for you but would merely say 
what a fascinating and dynamic man he was. 

Enjoy this Beaulieu bumper issue!

Paul Sulma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

BRYAN PURVES  
MINI ‘WORKS’ REPLICA SPECIALIST 

T:  E:  

Years of experience and skill has spread our reputation throughout the world. At the heart of this success lies a commitment to creating quality 
products that are a pleasure to own. CRAFTSMANSHIP: The essential principles remain the same: Quality, Strength, Style and Performance  
In addition our specialist services include Interior Trimming and Upholstery 

We have over 100 mini related items for sale on our website – here is a small selection 

 www.bryanpurves.co.uk  

 

  

 
Roll Cage – John Aley  

Non FIA 

 
BMC Mud-flaps – 
manufactured in rubber to 
original dimensions 

 
Dynalite Lucas C40 Type 

 

 

Trade Supporter
2019

bryanpurves1@gmail.com

Jacking Point Grommets Two Wheel Roof Racks to Works specification

Original Works unused Grill Mesh complete with new Radiator Muff and fittings

Hours of business
Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday 9.00 am  
to 5.00 pm

Irvin full harness seat belt



past eight years which ended on 1st June. We welcome Hagerty 
who are a dedicated specialist dealing exclusively with motoring 
insurance. Their aim is to offer clients the best premium rates for 
a comprehensive range of classic car insurance products available 
in the UK. Hagerty are dedicated to the development of specialist 
insurance and do not offer any other insurance products such as 
household or travel cover. It is run by motoring enthusiasts who are 
keen classic car owners and understand the cars. They are visible 
on numerous classic car events so we were delighted that they 
recognised the mutual benefit of being associated with the Mini 
Cooper Register. Their UK marketing director, Marcus Atkinson, was 
very pleased to come on board and their head of Client Services, 
Tim Sawyer, will be the point of contact for those seeking car 
insurance. I would urge members to contact Hagerty who will, I’m 
sure, happily offer competitive rates for you come renewal time. All 
that is left is for me to welcome Hagerty and thank them for their 
valued support for the Mini Cooper Register and we look forward to 
a long and successful partnership.

I’ve just returned from completing the second recce for the club's 
Minis to Ireland run, scheduled for late September this year. Once 

again, I was driven round the route by Hugh Wyllie, who never 
ceases to amaze me at the speed he can pedal an ancient MINI One 
Diesel around the Irish lanes. The MINI, I noted, has now turned 
230,000 miles on the speedo and over the entire route averaged an 
astonishing 56mpg. Running on 15” Minilite rims, on normal Michelin 
tyres, it rides and handles superbly well. It made me wonder why 
Lesley and I drive around in a gas guzzling R53 Cooper S on horrible 
17” run flat tyres shaking our fillings out! On my return, on the 
strength of that lovely ride, we have decided to ditch the 17” rims 
and run flat tyres and will be changing to 16” MG alloy rims and 
normal tyres, in the hope of an improved compliant ride. It can’t be 
any worse than it is right now! Thanks Hugh for a great ride around 
and to the entire Wyllie family for their hospitality and help on this 
year’s Minis to Ireland.

Robert Young 

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

Wasn’t Beaulieu a fantastic day? 
The weather was perfect and 

the attendance was very high and the 
quality of the cars, as always, superb. 
The key-note Mini60 display went very 
well and the Concours even more 
popular this year. I also believe most 
of the trade stands did well. We signed 
up a good crop of new members and 
sold well from the Club Shop. Graham 
Robson did his usual professional job of 
commentating and interviewing during 
the day, and it was also great to see a 

good number of our honorary members and Abingdon staff on the 
day and of course our President Mike Cooper. Beaulieu has become 
such an intrinsic part of the MCR’s calendar and we do rely heavily 
on it being a financial success to enable us to run the club. Once again 
Tony Slater is to be congratulated on putting on and holding the show 
altogether. His small band of helpers, who we couldn’t do without, 
also earn a vote of thanks. The subject of moving our National show 
away from Beaulieu is however often a point of discussion. Whilst it 
is obvious that Beaulieu is a long way south and those travelling from 
further up the country do have quite a trek ahead of them, it remains 
that Beaulieu has, over the years, become inseparable from that of the 
Mini Cooper Register and I can’t see our National day moving away 
from the New Forest anytime soon. What we would happily welcome 
is another National day in the northern part of the country. However, 
as I have said numerous times, we need a team located nearby to 
organise and run the show – the club will give all the support that is 
needed but the personnel have to come from volunteers other than 
the team that runs Beaulieu. It’s up to you. 

The eagle eyed of you will no doubt have seen the new Hagerty 
Insurance logo on the front cover of your copy of this month’s 

CooperWorld. Hagerty became a new and much welcome sponsor 
of the club officially on the 1st July (too late for their logo on the 
July magazine). They join Mini Sport as joint sponsors and we 
must of course thank Carole Nash for their sponsorship over the 
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We welcome a very long list of new members who joined during June

NEW MEMBERS
Keith & Emma Halliday, Polegate, East Sussex
Arthur Forrest, Farnham, Surrey
Stephen Keppel, Falmouth, Cornwall
Christopher Geatrell & Remei Pareja, Alella, Barcelona, Spain
Brian Dyke, Swindon, Wiltshire
David & Karen Lloyd, Poole, Dorset
Graham Smith, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire
Gary Moorcroft, Southampton, Hampshire
Phil & Alison Allen, Folkestone, Kent
Russell O'Brien, Richmond, Surrey
Edward Walley, Tarporley, Cheshire
Anthony Robinson, Carnforth, Lancashire
Dennis Horstmann, Hamburg, Germany
Abby Horsman, Wimborne, Dorset
Michael Evans, Neath, West Glamorgan
David Padfield, Bristol
David Johnson, Christchurch, Dorset
Justin Totterdell, Cullompton, Devon
Jonathan & Oliver Morris, Southampton, Hampshire

Mark & Tara Puttock, Fareham, Hampshire
Sarah & James Turner, Dunfermline, Fife
Jason Downer & Emma Birchall, Salisbury, Wiltshire
Peter Cockburn & Jill Wood-Thompson, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire
Jason & Becky Meaker, Henfield, West Sussex
Mark & Cheryl Ponsford, Christchurch, Dorset
Mark & Hazel Jones, Chelmsford, Essex
Ian Bingham & Debbie Brooker, Bexhill-on-sea, East Sussex
Zac Grief, Derby, Derbys
Richard Jolliffe, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
Paul Whitton, Chester, Cheshire
Ashleigh Hewson, Kidlington, Oxford
Michael Chapman & Carol Thompson, Hitchin, Hertfordshire
Keith Martin Lunn, Swadlincote, Derbyshire
Roger Griffiths, Nr. Tenby, Pembrokeshire
Andrew Cormack, Atherstone, Warwickshire
Jonathan Cooper, Derby, Derbyshire
Eddie Tai, Brentwood, Essex



Somerford mini LimiTed
Mini RESTORATiOn 
Being a small company guarantees that our customers 
receive the best personal service throughout the 
stages of their car’s restoration, from start to finish! 
Usually, one car is assigned to one restorer, enabling 
the work to be carried out with ease and perfection. 
We are able to draw on our vast stock of both new and 
second-hand parts, including very specialised body 
panels which are not widely available, enabling us to 
hand build a Mini that is ‘better than new!’.

PARTS DEPARTMEnT 
We boast one of the BIGGEST and most comprehensive 
parts departments In ThE World! We cater for All 
Minis and variants from 1959 to 2000. 

We carry 10,000 stock lines many of which are 
GEnUInE rover parts. From a trim clip to a bodyshell, 
we have everything covered and we manufacture a 
growing range of our own parts. Visit our WEBSITE, 
www.somerfordmini.co.uk which lists over 13,000 
parts and is the best resource tool in the industry!

SERVICING  l   SPARES  l   RESTORATION OTHER SERViCES
Although our name is synonymous 
with restoration we offer other 
services as well - anything from 
replacing an indicator bulb to 
preparing a race car, in fact the  
CoMPlETE SErVICE for the Mini 
enthusiast.

l   MOTs
l   Servicing
l   Accident Repair
l   Steam Cleaning
l   Valeting
l   Performance Conversions
l   Race Preparations
l   Restoration
l   Refurbishment
l   General Repairs
l   Rust Proofing
l   Valuations
l   All Spares and Accessories
l   Customising

If you want your Mini restoring, 
our team can do it. If you are doing 
it yourself, we can supply all of 
the parts and advice. If you are 
looking for expertise, knowledge, 
experience, quality, honesty and 
the most complete service you will 
find anywhere then look no further... 
come and talk to the experts!

Tel: 01249 721421    
Fax: 01249 721316    

Email: spares@somerfordmini.co.uk    
Website: www.somerfordmini.co.uk

SOMERfORD Mini LiMiTED

9 Harris Road,  
Porte Marsh Industrial Estate,  
Calne, Wiltshire  SN11 9PT   ADDRESS

nEW 

Trade Supporter
2019
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We require interesting cars for this event; remember your car will need 
to be at the event indoors for the weekend. Additionally, if you can help 
in any way at this event in set up, breakdown, or help in staffing the 
stand, then please contact me on the details below.

That’s all for now! 
 
Justin Ridyard 
Tel: (01304) 330715 
events@minicooper.org 

Remember to Like the MCR Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/minicooperregister or 
scan the QR code with your smart phone to visit 
the page.

I t’s a busy time of year for events, and 
firstly, well done to Tony and his team for 

a fantastic Beaulieu again. I was upset at not 
being able to attend this year, a big round of 
applause from all who enjoyed a fabulous day. 

We are now looking forward to the IMM 
in Bristol. Hope to catch up with many of 
you there. 

Another show of note is Minis by the sea 
(West Sussex Mini Owners Club) it’s a 
free show at Steyne Gardens Worthing. 
Gates open 8:00am and the show starts 
at 10.00am. It’s on Sunday 1st September. 

All proceeds go to charity. For more info contact g-tully@sky.com

The NEC Classic Motor Show is in November as always and you can 
buy discounted tickets on their website at  
https://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/
The Mini Cooper Register’s individual Club Code is CC6082.

EVENTS

EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR − Justin Ridyard

EVENTS CALENDAR
Key 

Bold = National MCR event or  
Club stand.

Italics = Regional MCR event/attendance.

August 2019

Event: National Metro & Mini Show 
Date: 4th August 
Location: Gaydon 
Contact: https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/
events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Event: Classic Car and MG Summer Picnic - MGB 
Register 
Date: August 
Location: Millets Farm Centre 
Contact: www.mgb-register.org

Event: Cambridge Mini Chill 
Date: 2nd – 4th August 
Location: Cambridge 
Contact: http://www.cambsminichill.co.uk/

Event: IMM Bristol 
Date: 8th – 12th August 
Location: Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, Easter 
Compton, Bristol BS35 5RE 
Contact: https://imm2019.co.uk/

Event: UTMM (Under the Mini Moon) 
Date: 2nd August 
Location: Old Pawlett Road, Highbridge TA9 4HQ 
Contact: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1781012461919359/

Event: Croft Nostalgia 
Date: 3rd-4th August 
Location: Croft Circuit near Darlington. Historic racing 
championships and static classic car. 
Contact: http://www.croftcircuit.co.uk/racing/nostalgia

Event: Mini in the Park 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Mallory Park 
Contact: www.minishow.co.uk

Event: Coopers at Castle Combe 
Date: 17th August 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: Graham Robinson  
graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com

Event: Ham Sandwich Run 
Date: 18th August 
Location: Kent 
Contact: Kent Region, contact Justin & Annie  
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 

Event: Diamond Mini Tour and Shelsley Walsh Mini Day 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Tour Start M42 J6 and Shelsley Walsh 
Hillclimb venue Worcestershire 
Contact: https://www.tuliprallytours.co.uk

Event: Minis at Goodwood -  
“An Italian Job in a day” 
Date: 25th August 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: https://www.minisatgoodwood.com/

September 2019

Event: Beaulieu International Autojumble 
Date: 7th-8th September  
Location: Beaulieu Motor Museum 
Contact: https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

Event: Revival Meeting 
Date: 13th-15th September 
Location: Goodwood 
Contact: www.goodwood.co.uk

Event: Manchester Classic Car Show 
Date: 14th-15th September 
Location: Event City, Manchester 
Contact: http://www.manchesterclassiccarshow.com/

Event: Stanford Hall National Mini Day 
Date: 15th September 
Location: Nr Lutterworth, Leicestershire 
Contact: Jerry Filor - jfilor@talktalk.net

Event: Minis to Ireland  
Date: 20th – 27th September  
Location: Ireland 
Contact: Lesley Young -  
membership@minicooper.org

Event: Rally Day 
Date: 21st September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: Belgian Diamond Mini Run 
Date: 21st-22nd September 
Location: Gent, East Flanders 
Contact: Benelux Region, Wesley Berloo and 
Philippe De Lauw - bmot@telenet.be 
www.belgianminisontour.be 

Event: Mini Action Day 2018 
Date: 28th September 
Location: Castle Combe Circuit 
Contact: https://castlecombecircuit.co.uk/

Event: OhSoRetro  
Date: 29th September 
Location: Margate, Kent. 
Contact: http://www.ohsoretro.co.uk/

October 2019 

Event: Off Peak Run 
Date: 19th – 20th October 
Location: Brecon Beacons National Park 
Contact: Jack Ward youth@minicooper.org

November 2019 

Event: NEC Lancaster Classic Motor Show 
Date: 8th -10th TBC November 
Location: NEC Birmingham 
Contact: http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com/
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National Mini Day − Beaulieu 2019

After two days of rain had threatened to dampen spirits and the 
National Motor Museum showground, the sun shone and the cars 

and their drivers came out in force to Beaulieu to celebrate 60 years 
of the Mini.

Once again, the show’s long serving eminent commentator, Graham 
Robson, was holding the microphone, using his expert knowledge 
to keep everyone abreast of the activities taking place at the show 
and conducting some fascinating interviews with our President, Mike 
Cooper, Paddy Hopkirk and mechanics and drivers from the Abingdon 
Works rally and race teams amongst others.

To celebrate the Mini’s birthday, there was a display of cars from 
1959 up to the present day, representing a cross-section of models 
that were available from the factory over the years. The 1959 model 
was an especially early example, having been owned by renowned 
motoring journalist John Bolster.

A new attraction this year was author Matthew Field, who 
followed up his original work, which he wrote at the age of 19, 
with a new 335-page book The Self Preservation Society: 50 
Years of The Italian Job to celebrate the iconic film’s anniversary. 
The book is based on more than 50 in-depth interviews with the 
cast and crew, and beautifully illustrated with hundreds of never-
before-seen photographs and production documents from the film 
makers’ private collection.

Matthew was signing copies of the book along with David Salamone, 
who played Dominic the driver of the red Mini in the film, and it 

proved so popular that they ran out of copies before noon. Not to 
leave anyone disappointed, all those who ordered on the day received 
signed copies sent by post which, judging by comments on our 
Facebook page was much appreciated.

“The book went down a storm” said Matthew. “Maybe next year 
we could bring a wider team of Italian Job celebs including the Oscar 
winning producer Michael Deeley?”

David Salamone was also involved in signing artwork by Rebecca 
East, who paints under the name Artbybex, and has produced 
some great images to celebrate Mini60. The third in her Legendary 
Anniversary Artwork series features The Italian Job and will be 
released later in the year. Also signed by Mike Cooper, they are 
limited to just 50 copies. Her work is available through our club 
sponsors at Mini Sport.

The legendary Paddy Hopkirk had a queue of autograph hunters on 
the Mini Sport stand and, for a donation to his charity; they came away 
with both a signature and a photograph with the man who put the 
Mini on the map with his win in the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally.

The concours at National Mini Day is rightly considered to be 
the pinnacle of detailing within the Mini world and owners spend 
considerable sums of money and time ensuring that their cars 
meet the exacting standards of the judges. Based on seven classes, 
competition was as keen as ever with Scott Turner taking the 
coveted Beaulieu Trophy with his Cooper S Mk3. Below are all the 
full concours results:
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EVENTS

By David Hucker

Class Car type Class qualification criteria
1 Mini Cooper and S Produced up to 1971. All 1300cc Innocenti Coopers.
2 Modified Mini Cooper and S But not customised Mini Cooper (produced up to 1969), Mini Cooper S (produced up to 1971)  
  and Innocenti Coopers.
3 Rover Mini Cooper 1990 onwards
4 Rover Mini Cooper 1990 onwards modified and customised
5 Mini Any mini and variant up to 2000
6 Mini As above modified and customised
7 MINI, COOPER and S 2001 onwards inc modified, not customised

Class Place Name Car

Class 1
2nd Scott Turner Mk3 Cooper S

1st Chris Krzywiec Mk1 Austin Cooper

Class 2
2nd Paul Winter Mk 2 Morris Cooper S

1st John Smith Broadspeed Mini

Class 3
2nd Brian Hulbert Rover Cooper

1st Robert Guy Rover Cooper

Class 4
No entries

Class 5
2nd Keith Stone Austin Mini Deluxe

1st Andy McPhail Mini Moke

Class 6
2nd James Finn Mini City

1st Oli Graves Austin Mini

Class 7
2nd Michael Healy MINI Cooper S

1st Wayne West MINI JCW GP

Beaulieu Cup winner from Classes 1 and 3: Scott Turner.
Chief Judge’s Special award (John White Cup): Bryan Purves.
The Graeme Allen Spirit of the Rally award: Lawrence and Annie Gandar.
The John Kelly Commemorative Trophy: Paul Holloway for his car YFF 207.
Best Beaulieu Regional Stand: Thames Valley Region
  
Official presentations were made by our club’s Honorary President 
Mike Cooper to the club winners of 2018 as follows:

• Editor’s Award: Robert Young
• Regional Award: Kent Region
• Big Valve and Personality Award: Justin Ridyard
• Don Moore Award for Services to the MCR: Peter Moss 

It was a very successful day with up to 3,000 visitors for what is the 
club’s flagship event of the year and another feather in the cap for 
Tony Salter and his team of volunteers who organised and managed 
the event so efficiently. Lesley Young was busy throughout the day 
signing up new subscribers and the smiling faces all around showed 
that everyone was having fun in the sunshine and celebrating the 
iconic car’s birthday.

David Hucker
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James Finn collecting the 2nd place award in 
Class 6

Wayne West winner of the Class 7 concours

Oli Graves winner of the Class 6 concours

Peter Moss was awarded in his absence The 
Don Moore Trophy for his services to the Club

Paul Winter collecting the 2nd place award in 
Class 2

Brian Hulbert collecting the 2nd place award 
in Class 3

John Smith winner of the Class 2 concours

The Beaulieu Cup winner from concours 
Classes 1 & 3 Scott Turner with his son 
collecting the cup

Keith Stone collecting the 2nd place award in 
Class 5

Chris Krzywiec winner of the Class 1 concours

Robert Guy winner of the Class 3 concours

Scott Turner’s son collecting the 2nd place 
award in Class 1

Michael Healy collecting the 2nd place award 
in Class 7

Bryan Purves receiving the Chief Judge’s 
Special Award (the John White Cup)

Andy McPhail winner of the Class 5 concours

Photos by Blue Pig Photography
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Matthew Field and David Salamone Matthew and David busy on the book stall

Lawrence and Annie Gandar collecting the 
Graeme Allen Spirit of the Event award

The Thames Valley Region Collecting the Best 
Beaulieu Show Regional display stand

Paul Holloway collecting the John Kelly 
Commemorative Trophy for his car YFF 207 
being judged to be the car John Kelly would 
have taken home

The Regional Trophy being collected by 
Justin and Annemarie Ridyard on behalf of 
the Kent Region

The Club stand

Robert Young receiving the Editor’s award 
from the CooperWorld editor Paul Sulma

Show getting into full swing 

Justin Ridyard collecting the Big Valve award 
(personality)

Artist Bex with David Salamone 

Thames Valley Region’s stand

EVENTS

Photos by Blue Pig Photography
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Photos by Stuart Watson
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Photos by Stuart Watson
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Photos by Stuart Watson
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Photos by Stuart Watson
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A family run business with over 40 years experience.

Whether you are looking to buy a Mini, sell a Mini or have 
your existing one serviced, repaired or restored. Cambridge 
Miniworks has it covered!

ABOUT CAMBRIDGE MINIWORKS

Cambridge Miniworks is passionate about keeping the icon alive. The 
Mini is a big part of our heritage, and we live and breathe this classic 
little car every day. We love seeing cars and their owners, coming from 
all walks of life. It’s been our driving force, and what’s enabled us to 
work with this classic car for more than 40 years.

WHAT WE DO?

Keeping Minis on the road. Building long-term relationships, across the 
UK and around the world. Giving honest, impartial advice and opinion, 
from over 40 years experience.

At Cambridge Miniworks, we strive to build long-term relationships 
with classic Mini owners across the UK, and around the world, and 
our business is build on recommendations from happy customers. 
Our showroom and workshop in Cambridge is equipped as the UK’s 
premier location for every aspect of keeping your Mini on the road, 
and we give honest, impartial advice and opinion. Get in touch with us 
today and see how we can help you.

Below is a small selection of our cars, please visit www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk to see more.

01223 841141

CAMBRIDGE
MINIWORKS

11 High Green, Great Shelford, Cambridgeshire, CB22 5EG   T: +44(0) 1223 841141   E: blake@mworks.co.uk   W: www.cambridge-miniworks.co.uk

Mini Cooper Register - Warwickshire Region

Mini 60 display at the National Metro & Mini Show British Motor Museum 4th August 2019

The region is very pleased announce that they will be celebrating 60 years of the Mini/MINI at the National Metro & Mini Show at the British 
Motor Museum in Gaydon on Sunday 4th August 2019 with the following models. Please come and join us.

We are still looking for Mk1 & Mk2 Cooper to complete a 20 car display.

Club parking close to display. If you order tickets on line and quote Mini Cooper Register on the booking form you will be allocated a space 
close to the display.

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events/national-metro-and-mini-show

Further details from Cliff Porter at warks@minicooper.org            Regional organiser: Cliff Porter            @MiniCooperRegister on Facebook

Mk1 Cooper S
1071 cc Rally car
Mini Marcos from France
Mk2 Cooper S
1960s Traveller
Mk3 Cooper S

Innocenti
RSP
Early John Cooper Conversion
Rover mainstream
Rover Cooper spi
Rover Cooper mpi

2004 Lombard Revival Rally car – 1997 mpi
Minisprint
Clubman Honda V-tec
Mini Moke
Restored bespoke Clubman Traveller
Modern MINI
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Interview with Jan Odor
By Peter Barker

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

Hungarian born Jan Odor arrived in the 
UK as a refugee in 1957 and built up the 

successful tuning firm Janspeed. He recalled 
his rags to riches story and the setbacks he 
faced when I interviewed him for MiniWorld 
magazine back in 2002.

‘I arrived in England on 26th January 1957 soon 
after my 21st birthday as a refugee from the 
Hungarian uprising of the year before. Along 
with thousands of other Hungarian refugees I 
was put in a transit camp near Bath and I went 
to be registered for British citizenship. I said to 

the authorities that I would take any suitable job although my training 
was as an engineering toolmaker.

After a couple of days I was told that a family near Salisbury had 
offered a place for a refugee who had some interest in motor vehicle 
engineering and I was asked if I would like to meet them. Not speaking 
a word of English and with a note that simply said ‘Salisbury’ on it I got 
on a bus to Bath and went by train to Salisbury. There at the station was 
a formidable looking lady who greeted me in Hungarian! I was thrilled: 
here was someone I could speak to, so I replied warmly and at length. 
Sadly, she didn’t understand a word as she had just learned the greeting 
from a phrasebook, but I appreciated the gesture. The lady introduced 
herself as Bunty Richmond and she took me to meet her husband 
Daniel for lunch at their flat in Breamore House. Afterwards we went 
to their garage in Downton. It was really grotty, a dark shed full of 
crumbling Rolls Royces that Daniel looked after for his aristocratic 
friends. We got on fine despite the language barrier and I went back 
to pick up my few possessions from the camp. I started at Downton 
Engineering a few days later.

Initially, I actually lived at Breamore with the Richmonds as I had no 
money and nowhere else to go. I woke up the first morning I was there 
to find that there was no one at home; they had gone to the garage. 
So I walked four miles into Downton knocked on the door and was 
introduced to Pat, their mechanic. He gave me a broom and indicated 

that I should sweep up the workshop. While I was doing this I noticed 
an old lathe and a pipe bending machine at the back of the workshop. 
Here was something I knew about, so I repaired them and got them 
working. Daniel was quite excited about this and when I spotted an old 
Bentley which had been dumped in the garage with a broken cylinder 
head, he let me have a go at repairing that too. I repaired the cylinder 
head and cleaned it up. Daniel went ballistic with joy when he saw the 
results. He thought that this was fantastic.

Time went by and I began to do more around the garage. One day a 
friend of Daniel’s named Peter Farquharson brought his Morris Minor 
into the garage. It was one of the early sidevalve engine models and 
didn’t have a lot of performance. Daniel had some highly original ideas 
on engine tuning and decided to have a go at making it faster. So he 
and I set to with the pipe bender and made special inlet and exhaust 
manifolds for it. It took us a week to get them right but they worked 
beautifully and the Morris Minor went considerably faster. We then 
did another tune up job for a Minor 1000 with the new BMC A series 
engine, but this time we also modified the cylinder head. Daniel was in 
touch with the local BMC dealership in Salisbury who were impressed 
with the tuning we had done and so ordered 30 sets of special 
manifolds and modified cylinder heads. We tooled up properly for this 
and had to take on more labour to do it. I called up a Hungarian friend 
of mine who had come over with me by the name of George Toth. 
George became an expert cylinder head grinder eventually going into 
partnership with Richard Longman.

The tuning business expanded as BMC bought out the Austin A35 
and A40. Downton had an A35 which Daniel used for hillclimbing 
and I bought an A35 van which I tuned myself until it was just about 
the hottest thing on four wheels! We began to build up a reputation 
for effective tuning and then the Mini was announced in 1959. Daniel 
got hold of the first one in Salisbury and it was delivereda straight to 
Downton. He was ill at the time so I fitted it up with new manifolds and 
had the head modified to his specification. I took it to Breamore and 
parked it under his bedroom window so that he could see it and hear 
it. The Mini was transformed by the Downton conversion and the car’s 
road holding ability was so outstanding that it could easily handle the 
extra power.

With the coming of the Mini things really took off. Downton 
Engineering expanded into new premises in 1960 and over the 
next couple of years we got into Minis in a big way. Daniel was 
introduced to John Cooper who had just developed the 997cc Mini 
Cooper, and Daniel’s ideas were used in the development of the 
special cylinder head for the forthcoming Mini Cooper S. We built 
the engine for the Works Cooper racers and John Love was the 
Saloon Car Champion of 1962 in a Mini Cooper with a Downton 
engine. By 1962 things were going really well, there were 30 
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employees at Downton and money was coming in. Daniel met with 
Issigonis and they got on well together. Downton were retained by 
BMC as development engineers and Daniel received a substantial 
royalty cheque. He sat down and wrote a cheque to me for £1,000; 
a huge amount of money in those days, in thanks for my ideas and 
hard work. Bunty caught him doing this and asked ‘What’s this for? 
We pay Janos don’t we?’ Daniel tried to explain but Bunty wasn’t 
having any of it and so I returned the cheque. I was being paid a 
good wage and a share of the profits so I didn’t feel too hard done 
by. As I had just got married and bought a house I could definitely 
have used that money however!

During this time the Richmonds began to take clients out to lunch 
and return at around 3pm much the worse for drink. Bunty was a 
delightful person but when she drank she could become vicious. I 
remember a day in May1962 as if it were yesterday. Daniel and Bunty 
had been in the pub with a client. They rolled in at 3 o’clock and I 
happened to be working on a customer’s Mini on the forecourt. She 
launched into me asking who had called, what we were all doing and 
suggesting that only she was competent to run the place. Things got 
really nasty and we had a stand up row. At the end of it I took off my 
coat, threw it on the ground and told Bunty just what she could do 
with the job and left. I did not speak to Bunty again for many years 
and I never saw her or Daniel again.

So, I was destitute again but this time I had a wife and two children to 
support. I wondered what to do. I met up with a friend who worked at 
Park Street Garage in Salisbury and realized that I wanted to stay in the 
tuning business. I was offered space at the garage and, encouraged by 
my wife, I set up ‘Janospeed Engineering’ in partnership with the garage 
proprietor who put in a little money and bought a couple of machine 
tools. My first client was engineer Paul Ivy but I also had business from 
a man called Tom Sawyer who owned a Mini Cooper which I had 
maintained for him when I was at Downton. He was a wealthy man 
and offered to finance me to buy out the lease of Park Street Garage. 
I made the proprietor an offer which was accepted and the re-named 
‘Janspeed Engineering’ had its first premises.

We stayed at Park Street until 1967 building up the business. We tuned 
BMC cars, mainly Minis, but I did some business with TVR and Marcos. 
In 1963 we built a racing Mini Cooper which was driven for us by John 
Fenning. We entered it at Goodwood as a Janspeed Works car and had 
a fantastic battle with the Downton/Cooper cars. Our car was leading 
into the last corner when John Whitmore nudged John Fenning offline. 
Our car began to spin and John Whitmore nipped through to win, we 
were second.

I did approach Coopers for help with certain bits such as a straight 
cut gearboxes, but Ginger Devlin said ‘No way, I’m not going to help 

you just so you can beat us.’ We didn’t get any help from Abingdon 
either in those days. We had an engine dyno fitted at the Park Street 
garage and the noise of engines running at up to 10,000rpm was more 
than the other residents of the place were prepared to put up with 
as the garage was situated right between two houses! So in 1967 we 
moved to a brand new factory on the Southampton Road in Salisbury. 
By now we were getting on better with the Comps Department at 
Abingdon and we did some work on the exhaust systems for the 
Works Austin 1800s and MGBs. We built three complete 1800s for 
the London to Sydney Marathon in 1968 as Comps didn’t have the 
space. We built several other Mini racers including a Cosworth SCA 
engined car. It was the fastest thing on the grid, so fast in fact that it 
ran fully trimmed. We didn’t need to save weight at all. With a dry 
sump and downdraft carbs it produced 130bhp at 10,000rpm. Geoff 
Mabbs set a lap record at Silverstone in it which stood for ten years. 
After 10 laps it would leave the rest of the field for dead. Sadly, I sold 
it to Paul Ivy; I would really like to know what happened to it as it was 
a fantastic car.

Our last Mini race was with Richard Longman in 1968. Richard worked 
for us for one year and prepared his own car in our workshops, but 
ran it as a ‘Janspeed’ entry. He won the 1300 class. By now the Mini era 
was drawing to a close and we moved on to Fords and Datsuns. I heard 
that Downton were in a bad way. Daniel had left Bunty and was not 
well. He died while in hospital for an operation and Bunty was left with 
the business to run by herself. Nearly 10 years after I had last spoken to 
her I called her and asked to meet so that we could discuss the possible 
purchase of Downton. I wanted to keep the name alive. She would 
not discuss it and referred me to her lawyers. I never heard back from 
them and the business was wound up after she committed suicide a few 
months later. It was a terrible tragedy’

Janspeed carried on through the 1970s and 1980s moving to their 
current (in 2002) premises on Castle Road, Salisbury in 1980. By then 
the firm was a huge and successful concern making turbocharging kits, 
converting vehicles and undertaking engine development. Jan began to 
think of his retirement in the early 1990s and spoke to his son Keith 
about taking over from him.

This was not to be however as tragedy struck. During 1995 Keith 
was killed in a racing accident whilst driving a Nissan Touring Car. 
Jan was devastated and sold the firm to his management team. 
Things did not work out for the team though and the business 
failed. A new younger team was installed and Jan retired, although 
retaining the post of Chairman. Asked how he viewed the past in 
2002 Jan said ‘Personally I have a real soft spot for the classic Mini’. 
We left it at that.

© Peter Barker 2019



Blowing the bloody doors off - Hagerty’s Italian Job
By David Hucker

24 | www.minicooper.org

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

There can’t be a single movie fan that doesn’t know the 
words uttered by Michael Caine as a white van explodes 

whilst the crooks prepare for their upcoming crime in the 
iconic British film The Italian Job 

This year sees the 50th anniversary of the film which starred 
Noel Coward and Caine as gang leader Charlie Croker and, 
to mark the occasion, Hagerty Classic Cars UK, in conjunction 
with Petroleum & Co, made their own film version of the 
chase in the grounds of Stowe School.

The original film was directed by Peter Collinson and produced 
by Michael Deeley, who had to overcome indifference at BMC 
to their being involved in the project. The film is famous for the 
car chase through the streets of Turin and Italian countryside, 
including a sequence on Fiat’s Lingotto roof-top test track.

In May, Deeley, a former pupil at Stowe School, was to be 
the guest of honour at their annual speech day. So, Hagerty 
decided to approach the school to see if they could shoot a 
chase sequence through the grounds. Client Service Advisor, 
Tim Sawyer, takes up the story.

‘Each year on the late May bank holiday weekend, Stowe host their 
speech day to mark the end of term and hand out awards. Part of 
the event is a classic car display for former pupils and parents of 
current pupils, described last year by Automobile magazine as the 
best classic car show that you haven’t heard of.

As this year’s guest was Michael Deeley, the school wanted to 
put together a special display of Italian Job vehicles to mark his 
presence at the event. At a meeting with Stowe in January, we 
made a comment that the film is an action film and deserved a 
little bit more than a static display, so suggested a live action 
display on the day itself. 

But, with 3,000 people attending and health and safety in 
mind, this was canned and then, in one of those moments 
where you speak before thinking, came out the words “Let’s 
make a film instead”.

And so a film was made with MCR members being among 
those who provided the 40 cars used in the filming. On the 
day itself, there were 50 classic cars involved, including three 
owned by Paul Swift (son of Russ Swift), a re-creation of 
the Italian Job coach, a Muira, an Aston Martin DB4 and not 
forgetting a Ford Thames Mini bus.

David Hucker
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THE UK’S BIGGEST & BEST CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW
3,000 CLASSIC CARS  |  300 VEHICLE CLUBS  |  3 DAYS

The defi nitive destination for classic car appreciation

Join us for a great day out! 
Explore 3,000 cars, 300 fellow vehicle clubs, a host of 

celebrities, the UK’s largest indoor autojumble, hundreds 
of specialist exhibitors, demonstrations, auction, 

competitions and more!

8 -10 November 2019

necclassicmotorshow.com/club-tickets

Exclusive discount on adult or family 
tickets on Saturday and Sunday with 
your club code*:

Offi cial PartnersHeadline Sponsor

*Exclusive discount code is for club members use only, available in advance until midnight on Thursday 7 November 2019. 
To book by phone call 0871 230 1088, calls cost 13ppm plus network extras. BOOK YOUR 
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A Mini Cooper story from the other side of the World
By Tony Maulders

MEMBERS’ ARTICLES

I joined the Mini Cooper Register last December as I own a 1964 
Morris Cooper and I thought I would write an article about my car 

as it has an interesting history having lived in New Zealand since it was 
new. So, the story of the car starts on 2nd July 1964 when it was build 
and according to its Heritage Certificate it was built as a Tweed grey Mk 
1 998 Morris Cooper with an Old English white roof. It left the Cowley 
factory on 24th July and was dispatched to The Dominion Motors 
Morris sales outlet in Wellington New Zealand.

The first owner

The car was registered BL5423 by the Ministry of Transport NZ, in 
Auckland, on the 28th September 1964 to its first owner, a Mrs Robson 
of Epsom, Auckland. To this day, some 55 years later, the Cooper still has 
its original chassis number plate, engine number plate and registration 
plates on it, as well as the original MOT registration document.

The son of the first owner of the Cooper, Blair Robson, made a name 
for himself and the Cooper by winning the Auckland Car Club 1967 
Midnight Madness high speed road rally. This rally of special speed 
stages following public roads was the crossover from navigational trials 
to the beginnings of the yearly New Zealand International Rally as 
we know it today. That early rally was run after midnight so no road 
closures were required! Blair went on to become an international rally 
driver in the 1970s, but in Ford Escorts and not Minis.

My first Mini

Meanwhile, I was an impressionable university student watching these 
road rallies and the Mini Coopers in them. I already had a Morris Mini 
850 and treated myself to a more powerful 12 year old Mk I Morris 
Mini Cooper in 1976, which I kept, along with many many others, for 
30 years before I sold it. A year later a friend of mine sold me this Mk 
I Morris Cooper, BL5423. How lucky was I, to get this Mini Cooper 
and which I have now had for 10 years. I first saw BL5423 in the early 
1980s one street away from where I lived in Auckland. It was in a shed, 
complete, but everything was inside the car in bits.

Getting Bl5423

Roll on to 2008 when I bought the Mini Cooper, it was then a restored car. 
Looking at the folder of receipts I got with the car, it had had a thorough 
and very expensive restoration in 1993. It had also passed through another 
keeper before my friend owned it who lives nearby me. He got it as an 
improved replacement to his restored Mk I Austin Cooper. 

It was now 15 years after being restored and still in very good 
condition. I gave it a cut and polish, took the entire interior out and 
cleaned it, fixed paint chips as well as painting the boot and a paint 
touch up to the engine. I now entered it in the 2008 NZ Mini Nationals 
and claimed 2nd place in the restored class and 2nd overall. It has since 
won some club show and shine events and 15th place in the national 
Ellerslie Concours event in 2009.

26 | www.minicooper.org
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I now use the Cooper to attended a monthly classic car show near my 
home over the last 5 years, and have attended many other car shows in 
Auckland. I use it on any fine weekend for a 14 mile trip from Milford, 
Auckland, where I live, to seaside Devonport, for lunch at a restaurant. 
I can park the Mini Cooper right outside the restaurant, where many a 
tourist and local walking along the waterfront in the ‘City of Sails’ stop 
and have a good look at it. Auckland is the home of the next America 
Cup sailing regatta.

I have done 6,000 miles in my Mini Cooper over the 11 years I have 
owned it and it has now travelled a total of 112,000 miles. I intend to 
keep using it as I love going for a drive in the old school technology 
(from my school days), and keep showing the interested public what 
a great car the Mini is after 60 years in being. This one should last 
another 60.

I will also be coming to England for some of the Mini 60 years 
celebrations and in particular the Brands Hatch Mini festival, Silverstone 
Classic, Gaydon, and the IMM at Bristol. I hope to catch up with some 
of the club members at these events.

Tony Maulders
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TECHNICAL TOPICS
I am in the process of putting together an article about camshafts 

and their influence on engine performance. In particular I would 
like to focus on the Swiftune SW5 and SW10 camshafts.

Have any members out there got any rolling road power graphs 
for engines using these camshafts?

If you have any rolling road data could you send it to me to help put 
this article together please? Email me on r.pengelly44@btinternet.com

Thanks in advance

Richard Pengelly

Camshaft information wanted 

Book Review − 

A few weeks ago at the La Vie en Bleu/La Vita Rosso meeting at 
Prescott Hill Climb, I had an opportunity to meet a company which 

shared my name – Porterpress International! Pity I didn’t copyright 
the name. They have published two books recently to celebrate Mini 
anniversaries. The titles are: The Self Preservation Society - 50 years of 
the Italian Job and Mini Scrapbook – 60 years of a British Icon.

So, where do I start my review of the books? Well, taking them in 
purely chronological order I will start with the Mini Scrapbook – 60 
years of a British Icon by Martin Port as the logical choice. 

As we all know August 1959 was a good year as the Mini was launched 
to the Press on the test track at the Military proving ground at 
Chobham, Surrey. This facility was also used subsequently for testing 
the 1968 London to Sydney rally cars. Coincidentally, it was also located 
on the other side of the fence of my Uncle’s house as he was based 
there. As a youngster I asked him what the concrete was used for. 
He replied “Testing and press launches.” Today the M3 motorway has 
surrounded the original Chobham site.

Back to Martin’s book and he writes “This book is an opportunity to pay 
homage to BMC’s ‘small wonder’ – a true British icon now at the grand old 
age of 60. I hope you enjoy dipping in and out of this celebration as much 
as I have enjoyed putting it together.” 

The book contains lots of pictures, which are well known, but it is a 
good record of 60 years of Mini. Paddy’s forward includes the words 
“My relationship with the Mini began in 1963 with competitive outings in 
Alec Issigonis’s latest creation on the Tour de France Automobile.”

Many famous names had Minis including Stirling Moss who adds “It was 
wonderfully maneuverable – once I had mastered the handbrake turn I could 
do it as I got to the end of the road and it would be ready to reverse into the 
garage.” I remember spending many hours watching the BBC TV Autotest 
coverage in the 1960s – was it Ken Wharton and Paddy from Northern 
Ireland who appeared on Saturday afternoon TV regularly?

The timeline on page 43 does not include the RSP model, which 
reignited interest in the car in the 1990s. It is part of the Mini history 
along with models from 1991 to 1997 – it jumps from 1980 to 2000 
and I am left wonder why? There is reference to anniversary editions, 
and various specials like the S & A Minisprint. I did enjoy reading about 
the £30,000 supercharged version created by the British Automobile 
Company in 1989, which was limited to 30 cars; alas despite being 
supercharged and remodeled, it did not attract many purchasers.

The pages include many period adverts with a brief mention of Radford 
and Wood & Pickett cars. Mini competition success is also included. But 
overall, it covers most things Mini over the 60 years and is illustrated 
with lots of period photos. It is price at a reasonable £20.

Moving onto the second book The Self Preservation Society - 50 years 
of the Italian Job, this book has been written by Mathew Field, who was 
the author of The Making of The Italian Job, which was published in 
2001. So, this is Mathew’s second book about the famous film.

I remember seeing the film at a local cinema with friends when it first 
came out and of course many more times since. The book contains 
many images of documents created during the filming process. There 
are many anecdotes but one character I had not picked up on over the 
years was a chap called Birkinshaw played by Fred Emney! Sorry Steve.

For real enthusiasts of the film it is well worth a read and costs £45. 
Many copies were quickly sold at Beaulieu and I understand that 
Porterpress will be at the Metro & Mini Show at Gaydon on 4th August. 

Cliff Porter

The Self Preservation Society - 50 years of the Italian 
Job and Mini Scrapbook – 60 years of a British Icon



Mini Cooper Register | 29

I am again offering my services to organise our usual brilliant stand at 
Stanford Hall on 15th September.

Once again it will be on a first come first served basis for what will 
be a marvellous Midlands show weather permitting.

Ticket prices have not yet been set but there will be a reduction  
for exhibitors.

Please contact me initially so that I can log who is interested and the 
Mini/MINI variant to expect.

I will then post out a pro-forma to fill out and return to me with a stamped 
addressed envelope along with a cheque made out to the MiniCooper 
Register. The fee will be set by The British Mini Club after 1st February.

My address is: Mr J Filor, 199 Grange Drive, Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire, LE13 1EL. Phone number: 01664566614.  
Email: jfilor@talktalk.net

Space is limited so could members wishing to exhibit at Stanford Hall 
please contact me as soon as possible. The reduced entry fee of £8 
for the driver only, will only be available up to August 10th so I will 
need your response before then. My address is Mr Jerry Filor 199 
Grange Drive Melton Mowbray Leicestershire. LE13 1EL. Phone 
number 01664 566614 email:jfilor@talktalk.net.

Sunday September 15th 2019 Stanford Hall Mini Fest

Authorised and regulated by the FCA

01455 639 000
classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Mini Insurance

classicline*
INSURANCE

Agreed Value Cover

MCR Member Discount

Free Salvage Rights

Young Driver Facility

UK & EU Breakdown Cover 

Motor Legal Expenses Cover

European Cover

Multi-Vehicle Policies 
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The phenomena of social media makes 
generating publicity, be it for personal, club 

or business promotion, the stuff of dreams for 
those involved in professional promotion in the 
years long before FB, Twitter and Instagram 
arrived. Now, we find anyone can do their own 
'PR'. Sometimes the most inane pieces of trivia 
become viral or newsworthy enough for the 
evening TV news bulletin. However, if you were 
involved with promoting a new car in 1959 it 
required a little imagination and help from a few 
friends in the news industry to help get the word 
out. It didn't help if strikes were also taking place 
within the print industry when all this was meant 
to be coming to fruition though.

As mentioned last month, factory strikes 
were playing out in the month’s prior to the 
Austin Se7en and Morris Mini-Minor’s release. 
However, what I didn’t mention then was that 
there was also a strike going on by those that 
printed the very magazines BMC would be 
reliant upon to help spread the news of their 
new car. Not all were affected, although a big 
player, Temple Press – publishers of the weekly 
‘The Motor’ was out for 2 months between 
their 17th June and 19th August 1959 issues. 
BMC themselves were not immune with their 
own factory monthly magazine ‘Safety Fast’ 
becoming a combined July-Sept issue due to 
the strike. Indeed, this title was meant to be 
for the benefit of MG and Healey enthusiasts, 
although that didn’t stop a feature ‘The logic 
of Front Wheel Drive’ credited to MG’s boss, 
John Thornley appearing in that particular issue. 
Despite the printers strike BMC went ahead 
with new or updated car releases – Austin 
Healey 3000, MGA 1600, Austin A99 and 
Wolseley 6-99 during the month of July 1959. 
Not that they had such a risk factor like the new 
territory Mini would be embarking upon. 

Sporting Motorist magazine was able to 
continue their title during that strike period 
and were perhaps a little naughty in conveying 
the following tucked away in the ‘Sport Report’ 
pages of the August issue. Due to be published 
24th July 1959…
“Smaller BMC New Cars - It has been an open 
secret for some time that Issigonis and his team 
at B.M.C. were working on new small cars – 
‘advanced,’ ‘revolutionary,’ and so on. Sir Leonard 
Lord himself recently admitted that these new 
cars, said to have been under development for 
three years, will be ready for announcing soon. 
They will be four-seater Austin and Morris cars 
and we may be able to say more about them 
next month. Rumour had it that the 803cc 
main mechanical units of superseded B.M.C. 
cars would be used, but Sir Leonard said that 
they would be of 850cc. We believe that the 
engine is arranged transversely at the front, 
with front wheel drive. All round independent 
suspension, using rubber ‘springs,’ will figure in 

OLD STUFF − Stephen Dalton

Twelve years before the Mini promotions utilised it and Alec Issigonis is being referred 
to as a ‘Revolutionary’ – part of the 4th April 1947 The Autocar

Part of the October 1952 The Times Earls Court MS edition, Alec Issigonis feature
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the specification. It is suggested, that in appearance they 
can roughly be described as reminiscent of the Fiat 600 
and the A40. Economy, performance, roominess for their 
size, and, as Sir Leonard said, “… a price that will appeal to 
the family man.” This suggesting that the new models will 
be of great importance and wide interest. New buildings 
and plant for the production of the new models have been 
got ready by the Corporation at a cost of several million 
pounds, but they will not replace the perennial Minor, nor 
the A40. On the contrary, production lines for the former 
have been modified so as to raise output.”

Clearly, the French weren't having print issues like 
their UK contemporaries. When I wrote last month’s 
piece including the cheeky efforts of the l’auto journal's 
15th July 1959 edition I was aware of the same title 
continuing their ‘embargo breaking motoring scoops’ 
2 issues later with an actual photo of an Austin Se7en 
and brief text on the front page of their 15th August 
edition. However, I didn’t have an actual copy. A bit of 
a scratch around the net sourced a copy for this month, 
unsurprisingly in France and available to procure. In a 
foolhardy attempt to help aid this, it arrived a week or so 
ago. Also unsurprisingly my French hasn’t improved but 
I was hoping that in this instance I could transcribe the 
short text to google and get some idea. Problem is the 
text aligning the foldline has gone a little flaky and I can’t 
work out all the French wording. I did try! You get the 
picture though (pun intended).

As we all know the Mini is forever associated with Alec 
Issigonis, the car’s Chief Engineer. But it wasn’t the first 
motor car he was associated with and nor would it be 
his last. Of his era ‘Issi’ held ‘status’ – not exactly rock 
star style – but certainly one of the most remembered, 
written about and Knighted! As Mini enthusiasts we 
have a bias, but his peers, those engineers of other cars 
also released to the market 60 years ago – the likes of 
Daimler SP250, Ford Anglia 105E, Sunbeam Alpine & 
Triumph Herald - are not feted like ‘Issi’. His profile 
garnered over many years in the paddocks of the likes of 
Prescott & Shelsley Walsh hillclimbs. Or Brighton Speed 
Trails with the Lightweight Special racing car he built 
& shared with George Dowson. Post war, the pairing 
often running against a young John Cooper and his mate, 
Eric Brandon. Each earning mentions in the Motoring 
Press event coverage of the day. Ultimately the Issigonis/
Cooper alliance segueing in to the very reason the MCR 
exists. Equally, ‘Issi’ could be at home at a Geneva or Earls 
Court Motor Show and is also credited with features in 
Motoring Press. Even before his Morris Mosquito/Minor 
project had arrived during the British autumn of 1948, let 
alone the ADO15 Mini project became a major presence 
in his life. Shown here are a couple of examples of his 
features from 1947 and 1952.

'The Times' piece written while Alec Issigonis had 
left the Nuffield (Morris) fold for his stint at Alvis. 
Interestingly, because of the very nature of the feature’s 
title it delves into his thinking in relation to engine 
dynamics and fuel economy, abandoning the separate 
chassis and handling characteristics amongst his synopsis 
for future vehicle production. It also shows how early 
the Press considered him a designer even if Issigonis 
himself preferred engineer status. 

It may well be that the world was just 7 years out of 
conflict when this small selection lifted from 'The Times' 
feature was written, but his crystal ball must have been 
working “…for a revision of basic transportation may be 
forced upon us by world economics. Should the demand 
for such a vehicle materialise, it would have to be designed 
around modern concepts of engineering, and would no 
doubt see the present-day pattern of vehicle design swept 
away in favour of technical innovation.” The die was 
already being cast.

Not satisfied with just one embargo-breaking cover ‘l’auto journal’ popped an 
actual ‘exclusivite’ photo on the front page of their 15th August 1959 edition

Perhaps a fluent French reader might like to decipher the piece and send in as a 
letter. (Apologies for the flaky newsprint quality)
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The consequence of this is his major presence throughout 
the lead up to that famous Mini release date of 26th August 
1959, BMC Publicity events at Cowley, Chobham and 
Longbridge. With the growing number of press mutterings 
reaching unhindered printing presses, Cowley must have 
been a rather impromptu gathering of the Press Corps to try 
out the upcoming car. Motoring journalist, Edward Eves was 
Continental Correspondent for Sporting Motorist in 1959, 
twenty years later he was with Autocar when they published 
their Mini 20th anniversary 25/8/79 issue. Whereby he told "It 
all came to a head early in August, 1959 when the motoring 
press were summoned to present themselves at Cowley for 
the presentation of a new model.” Motoring journalist, turned 
BMC Publicist, Laurence Pomeroy, had some organisation 
in this event. The best I can currently date the gathering is 
Wednesday, 5th August and would have allowed Eves time to 
get back from the previous weekend’s German GP that was 
part of his SM itinerary. A British Bank holiday took place on 
the Monday. 

In a way, Cowley can also be considered a bit of a competition 
debut for the Mini. Perhaps not RAC sanctioned, but an 
‘autotest’ style event was part of the journalists’ tryout of the 
car’s handling in part of Cowley’s factory grounds. One of the 
2 Issigonis photos included here is from the ‘autotest’ – damp 
bitumen and all.

Despite his foresight and persona, Alec Issigonis could not 
have achieved what he did without the likes of the engineers 
and draughts people he so relied upon close to the ADO15 
project - the likes of Jack Daniels, Gil Jones, Chris Kingham, 
John Sheppard, Doug Adams, Stan Field and Bob Robbins. 
Fortunately, many of their working life tales have been 
captured in some books and various magazines and indeed 
issues of MiniWorld over the years - before it was all too late.

Stephen Dalton

Original photographer stamped press photos from my collection. Alec Issigonis is dressed the same and I believe both relate 
to the August 1959 Cowley gathering. (Below) is an Edward Eves photo of the autotest with several Minis and a Panhard 
evident. The Mini driver taking things seriously by wearing a helmet! The other photo is from Gordon Wilkins camera. 
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classic car
insurance

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Discounts for multiple car ownership
• Club member discounts

 PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, 
as well as insurance for other collectable 
classic vehicles. As a company built on 
passion, we strive to deliver exemplary 

levels of service and customer satisfaction.

We have been arranging insurance for
your classics for over 30 years, so we

know what is important to you.

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

ask us today about our 
classic car cover
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Trade Supporter
2019

WANTED
Mini Sport would like to put together a dedicated
display of  ‘Works Minis’ & former BMC Competitions
Department personnel on our stand, your help would
be greatly appreciated.

If you are the owner of a Works Mini, we would like
to invite you to display your Mini on our stand at
IMM 2019 & to join in the Mini 60 celebrations withIMM 2019 & to join in the Mini 60 celebrations with
Mini Sport, on the site of the IMM 2019 in Bristol.

The IMM attracts thousands of Mini fanatics from
around the World, with many possibly never having
seen a ‘Works Mini'.

The Mini 60 event is taking place at IMM 2019 on

Sunday 11th August
Washingpool Farm, Bristol

For more information, or to register
your interest, please contact:

cara@minisport.com

Limited spaces book now 
M42 J6 start point

Drive past the Longbridge factory
70 mile scenic tour

Easy to follow road book
Drive the iconic hillclimb

Join celebraJoin celebrations at Shelsley Walsh
Rally cars, Trade stands, Live 60’s music

Ti cke t s  &  More  In fo
www.Tu l i pRa l l yTours . co .uk

SUNDAY 25TH AUGUST
& She l s ley  Wa lsh  Min i  Day

D IAMOND
60th

ANNIVERSARY

MIN I  TOUR
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Having taken over as Public Relations Officer back in February, I 
thought it was time I owned up to club members on just what the 

role entails and what I have been doing over the last six months or so.

The role is simply to help promote the club’s twin objectives of 
preserving the name of the Mini Cooper and stimulating interest 
in the car and its history through the media and other avenues. 
Traditionally, this has been through magazines such as MiniWorld 
and Mini Magazine, with whom we have a long-standing reciprocal 
advertising arrangement meaning we get a regular quarter-page slot 
at no cost but, increasingly, it is social media that gets our name into 
the world.

We have had good magazine coverage of our traditional key events and 
our first involvement in the National Metro & Mini Show in August. 
Getting to know the editors is part of this process and, having been a 
journalist for some 17 years now, I know what they are expecting in 
terms of length and style, so that they don’t have to do any editing - just 
put it on the page!

The club website homepage has been re-vamped and, with regular 
news items and an events section, hopefully, it is more inviting and 
useful to people who visit. 

We have two Facebook pages, one just for club members and the other 
our public face. 

With less than 200 people registered on the club page, we are reaching 
less than 10% of the membership so, if you are on Facebook, but 
haven’t joined yet, please send a joining request. Our webmaster, Mike 
Bennett, will ask you a couple of easy questions and open up the page 
for you to join in.

The public page is very well used with a far audience reach. Whilst, I 
post the most, our chairman, Robert Young, and events co-ordinator 
Justin Ridyard, also get involved, with Justin attracting the highest 
number of views (over 17,000) for a photograph around the Star Wars 
theme on May 4th. 

The events are also popular, with our National Mini Day having over 
62,000 individual views (thankfully for organiser Tony Salter, they didn’t 
all turn up) and Brooklands Mini Day and Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
also attracting a lot of interest.

With events, I aim to publicise the key ones for the club, which we are 
either organising, or participating in. The full calendar is on the website.

Twitter is coming on nicely too. When I took over, we had 
2,702 followers, but were following almost as many people and 
organisations. Unlike big companies which have social media teams, 
there is just me at the MCR and, like everyone else who works 
for the club, I am a volunteer and couldn’t handle the volume of 
tweets coming through. There was a danger that news of interest 
to members was being lost in all the other stuff that was hitting the 
account every day.

So, I did a cull, reducing the number we followed to below 400 and, 
as a consequence, we lost some of our followers, but nowhere near 
the number I had feared. We have gradually made the number back 
up and have over 2,750 followers now, with a lot of views of our 
tweets and interaction with organisations that are important to us, 
such as Mini Sport and the National Motor Museum.

I look at our social media platforms over breakfast each day 
and again last thing at night, as well as 4/5 times during the day 
depending on what else I am doing. We aim to handle messages 
(“Is there anyone free to chat?”) quickly and, again, I am helped by 
Justin and other committee members here, so as to give a positive 
impression of the club.

I want to take a look at our adverts, especially for Beaulieu, which is 
difficult to read in quarter-page format, but that’s a job for the winter 
when the events come to an end at the NEC in November.

David Hucker 

Public Relations at Mini Cooper Register
By David Hucker - Public Relations Officer
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The British Motor Museum’s popular annual event at Gaydon is a 
little later than usual this year, but the wait will be worth it as the 
Museum will be buzzing with Mini 60 celebrations. Coming the 
weekend before the IMM in Bristol, it should prove popular for Mini 
enthusiasts with the Museum easily accessed from the M40.

The Museum is home to an array of historic Minis dating back to 
621 AOK, the very first produced in 1959. Also on display will 
be the iconic X411 JOP, the last ever to come off the Longbridge 
production line in 2000.

Regular visitors will be familiar with the permanent display of the Monte 
Carlo Rally winning cars of 1964, 1965 and 1967, all of which are bound 
to attract a lot of attention on the day. There are also a number of 
interesting Minis on display in the Mezzanine Exhibition Gallery.

But, with the Mini’s birthday celebrations very much in mind, there 
is another event taking place on the day before, on Saturday 3rd 
August, as the Museum hosts a Classic Mini Mosaic World Record 
Attempt which is open to Minis produced between 1959 and 2000. 
This event, organised by Brian Sankey, will bring some 600 Minis 
together to create the phrase 'Mini 60' with the cars. This will be 

recorded from the air and the ground to provide the evidence that 
will be submitted to set a new Guinness World Record.

The eligible cars for this record attempt are:
• Classic Minis (produced between 1959 and 2000)
• Mini Clubmans
• Mini Clubman Estates

More details of both events are on the Museum’s website  
(https://www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk/events). 

Entry into the World Record attempt is just £7 per vehicle which 
also includes entry to the Museum and the National Metro & Mini 
Show for the driver and one passenger on both days. You can also 
camp at the Museum overnight on Saturday 3rd August for £10 per 
person. All tickets can be booked via the Museum’s website.

This year the Mini Cooper Register will have a display stand at 
the show with the Warwickshire region flying their flag. So, when 
booking for the show, please register your vehicle and don’t forget 
to add that you are a member of Mini Cooper Register so that the 
organisers can park everyone up together.

Metro & Mini Show  
British Motor Museum Gaydon 
Sunday 4th August 2019
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MINI CHALLENGE - Oulton Park -15th June 2019
By David Young

COMPETITION

Qualifying

An early start after overnight rain. The track was dry and 28 cars 
were ready to put pedal to the metal. With the S class, Pro and 

Cooper Class cars all racing together, it was just like the ‘old days’. 

Some of the cars had been out on the track day held on Friday, s setups 
were all fine-tuned. The others still had to find their sweet spot. One 
lap and cold tyres was followed by the safety car coming out. The first 
quick lap had Simon Walton on pole position. His debut in the 2019 
MINI CHALLENGE followed by Rob Austin and Steve Williams in the 
S class. Pro Class was lead by Dominic Wheatley, new to the MINI 
CHALLENGE, followed by the experienced James Goodall. Cooper 
Class had Adrian Norman in the lead. At the end of qualifying all the 
cars made it safely to the paddock with Danial Butcher-Lord with pole 
position alongside Rob Austin. In the Pro Class, Toby Goodman was 
alongside Robbie Dalgleish, with times that were quicker than the 
slowest S class cars. In the Coopers Class, Josh Porter was alongside 
Lee Pearce. The grid was formed into the 3 classes. With the track 
length being 2.7 miles lapping should not have been an issue!

Race 1

11.20am was the start of their first race. As expected, the race was 
about the 3 classes and their respective leaders. Daniel Butcher-Lord 
was well away with Rob Austin close behind but unable to real him 
in or worry him into a mistake. Alan Lee followed behind with Sami 
Bowler stuck to his bumper. In the Pro Class, Toby Goodman and 
Robbie Dalgleish were having a great race, a repeat of the action seen 
at Snetterton. Simon Walton and James Goodall were close behind 
with James Hilary getting between them. In the Cooper Class, Lee 
Pearce, Josh Porter and Paul Manning were having a great battle. The 
4th lap started well with Sami Bowler getting past Alan Lee, no easy 
task. Toby was keeping Robbie at bay, just being glued together in a 
spectacular style. Lee Pearce led the Cooper pack into the Shell Oils 
hairpin and there it happened. Josh Porter was off into the barriers 
causing an instant Red Flag. The barrier was badly damaged, along with 
Josh’s immaculate Excelr8 car. Josh was clearly shaken up but was OK 
thank goodness, he also had the fastest lap in class. The race was not 
restarted due to the severity of the barrier damage. In fact, the Shell 
Oils section was put out of action for the rest of the meeting. 

38 | www.minicooper.org
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With the next race due to start at 16.30pm, 
there was time to wash fettle and straighten 
all the cars. Excelr8 had lots to do, as did 
Mad4Mini and Aaron Reeve Motorsport. It also 
started raining heavily. Just as well the race was 
stopped with 2/3rd of the field on slicks! That 
would have had an interesting pit lane.

Race 2

The good news was it had stopped raining. 
Slicks for the S and Pro classes and with all 28 
cars raring to go. What a race it turned out 
to be. It was over 8 laps on the Island circuit. 
The ‘girls did good’. Sami Bowler S class and 
Lydia Walmsley Pro class both had drawn pole 
position for the final race. Sami did well, she 
led for over half the race. Daniel Butcher-Lord 
and Rob Austin finally getting in front on the 
5th lap. Lydia did much the same but with 
Toby Goodman and Robbie Dalgleish passing 
her on the 5th lap. In the Cooper class, Lee 
Pierce and Paul Manning were having a great 
race, this class, in fact, was the most exciting 
to watch. Excelr8 had repaired Josh Porter's 
car. It looked great from a distance. Josh 
Martin ended up in P3 with his first podium, 
Andy Ringland finished P2 after a strong race 
with eventual class winner Paul Manning. 
Paul also had the fastest lap in class. Daniel 
and Toby also getting the fastest laps in their 
respective classes.

The end of race Podiums was a joy to watch. 
Anthony Williams MINI CHALLENGE 
promoter presented the trophies and bottles 
of bubbly. Anthony avoided getting sprayed 
with Fizz from the rather excited girls and 

the rest of the podiums. A rather good way to finish a most enjoyable day racing with all cars 
starting all races and all finishing.

Brands Hatch MINI Festival up next!

David Young
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Ex-Works and Competition Car Register

Beaulieu

Beaulieu this year saw the largest 
display this register has had for several 
years and it is a mark of the interest 
in these cars that so many people 
gravitate to see the cars over the day. 
It would be almost rude to select any 
car to be the star of our display but 
I’m going to say how wonderful David 
Dyson’s Works 850 replica was. Quite 
stunning – and he drove (not trailered) 
the car down from Scotland! The level 
of detail that David has on the car is 
all the more remarkable considering 
the lack of photos and information that 

there is on these cars. By contrast, if you want to make a passable 
replica of say LBL 6D, not only does the real car survive, there are 
numerous other replicas, some very good that can be copied as well 
as a good amount of information out there from that period.

Not so, on any level for a Works 850, primarily because, to my 
knowledge at least, none of them exist today. Moreover, detailed 

Robert Young

REGISTERS
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photos of these cars are thin on the ground plus many of the unique 
parts the car has are very hard to find. So David has done amazingly 
well to build the car so accurately and I might add, very quickly all on 
his own. A very close second place must go to Paul Stanworth’s lovely 
restoration of OBL 46F, the World Cup recce car built for John Handley 
and Paul Easter to recce the route. The car is unique in that it is not 
red and white being painted in Antelope – beige to you and me. Once 
again, the level of detail on the car is superb and indeed Paul Easter was 
very impressed with the car when he sat in it on the day – and even 
squeezed into Handley’s BL jacket for a photo session. 

Paul walked me though the many unique features of the car's build 
and to my mind the car is truly superb. Once again, like David, a 
credit to Paul and his mate Nick Sawyer who did the lion’s share 
of the graft under Paul's guidance. It will be remembered that 
this car was once owned by Norman Grimshaw who had almost 
cornered the market in Works OBL cars, and I know Paul was 
especially keen to finish the car for Beaulieu as a tribute to the 
much missed Norman Grimshaw. So well done for doing that 
Paul. These two cars were both new to Beaulieu so justifiably got 
a lot of attention. 

Also getting a lot of attention was GRX 310D, newly acquired by 
Simon Joslin who, only weeks before, had bought the car from Dave 
Gilbert’s daughter Natalie. The car has not been seen in a very long 

David Dyson’s superb 850 Works replica

Paul Easter and Brian Culcheth with OBL 46F

Fine engine detail of the diminutive 850 lump

Great engine detail complete with dry deck and large breathers on 
OBL 46F
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time and it was nice to see it, and indeed the Abingdon Competition 
staff that were there were all very interested in seeing the car – 
which was once owned by Bill Price – he too was very interested to 
see his old car. 

Simon tells me that he intends to use the car on Minis to Ireland in 
September and it will be even better to see the car out being used. 
He has plans to repaint the car to bring it back to tip top condition 
as, the restoration Dave did many moons ago, is starting to show 
distress in some areas. That however, will I suspect, have to wait its 
turn in a queue behind the numerous other cars Simon is building at 
the moment!

It was also nice to see two FIA race cars on display for the first time 
in a long while. Andy Harrison brought along his Goodwood car 882 
PKK and Philip Anning, at his first Beaulieu, brought along his very 
successful Riley Elf. Both cars also got a lot of attention and it was 
good to see cars other than rally cars on display. 

Apart from OBL 46F and GRX 310D we had three other ex-Works 
cars on our display. John Littman with CRX 90B, John McIntosh with 
LBL 590E which he brought along especially for Ron Crellin to see, 
and Andrew Bond with his spectacular YMO 886J – all I might add 
driven to Beaulieu on the day. John McIntosh had been beavering 
away in the weeks before Beaulieu to get the car ready, with various 
maladies, mostly with the cylinder head but he made it in one piece. 

We had a crop of four historic race cars on display, Mike Mark 
brought out his CCC which is always a real pleasure to see and he 

Great to see GRX 310D - one of the best Ex-Works cars out there

Honorary member Andy Harrison who is a great supporter of the 
MCR with his racer

was rewarded by some great news on the parentage of his car from 
a chap who well recalled the car at the time. Mark Feetham had this 
CCC replica there and Richard Humphries displayed his popular 
and very attractive Britax Cooper replica. Finally, and also new to 
Beaulieu, was the Broadspeed GT racer of Kent Thirley which was 
quite a head turner and sounded lovely. 

The Works replicas on display were headed by Ben Webb with his 
nicely restored DKG 2C, so much nicer than when Garry Cope 
built it and used to great effect by Peter Barker, but to the cost of 

John McIntosh’s LBL 590E also one of the best Ex-Works cars around

Beautiful engine of the CCC car of Mike Mark

A fine array of cars with Mike Mark’s CCC car in front of Philip 
Anning’s racing Elf
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the bodywork. Paul Eeles had his GUO 631D Monte replica there 
complete with roof rack and Paul Clare his lovely Alpine Rally Works 
replica LPC 908D. 

Graham Carter brought his Abingdon build car DWL 201D, which 
is always a delight to see and all the way from France came Jan 
Pettersson in his Monte replica. Then finally Barbara Alexander 
displayed her lovely period Chris Coburn rally car EBP 970C, 
not really a Works replica but a historic rally car. Of the other 
competition cars Everett Jones brought out his Abingdon modified 
car MOX 331F with its very special long range fuel tank in the 
boot. Ian Wright made a brief appearance in his competition car 
built by Paul Wilson for him to do the Minis to events but sadly 
had to dash away for a family emergency, so I didn’t get a chance 
to really see much of H125 KEF. 

Lastly, we had three Rover Cooper competition cars. Jim Partridge 
brought along the Mini Magazine Plant brother built car R13 GPN 
whilst their Eddie Stobart car is being repaired after shedding a wheel 
at RaceRetro earlier in the year. Roger Agate had his very unusual 
Jungle Mini VVS 741 on display and my Monte 94 Rover Cooper L333 
EJB finished the display. Once again, we put on a superb display and 
thank you to all those who made the effort to bring along their cars 
for all to see and enjoy.

It was, as always, great to see so many of the Abingdon veterans 
at Beaulieu who always so kindly gravitate towards our display to 
swap tales and test their memory to remember details and events 
surrounding the Works cars. It’s always a delight to talk and listen to 
these fine gentlemen.

Paul Clare’s highly detailed Alpine Works replica

Jim Partridge brought along the Mini Magazine sponsored Rover Cooper

120 MNP for sale – again

This is, by the time this issue lands on your mat, rather old news. 
The car collection of Barrie Williams was due to be sold at auction at 
the Silverstone Classic sale on the 26th to 28th July. The collection 
includes Whizzo’s Mini Cooper 1071S 120MNP, a 1972 Lancia Fulvia, 
his box trailer plus his paddock moped and his old historic go-kart.

Whizzo, who passed away in September 2018, was universally 
known and loved throughout the motorsport fraternity and was 
very well known for his exuberant antics on and off of the track, 
about which he took great delight in talking - often incessantly! It is 
of course 120 MNP we are most interested in and familiar with. In 
1964 Barrie entered 120 MNP into its first rally, the International 
Welsh Rally, as a private entry, which he and his co-driver John 
Griffiths famously won. This was considered by many to be the first 
International win by a Cooper S. Barrie continued to use the Mini 
for the next two seasons, competing in major rallies both in the 
British Isles and abroad. In 1965 Barrie sold the Mini to a friend, 
who in turned sold it onto another friend.

Many, many years later an opportunity arose for Barrie to buy back 
120 MNP, which he did and restored the car back to the 1964 Welsh 
Rally specification. He also spent some time sourcing all the original 
paperwork, which had been separated during the sales. Estimated at 
£60,000 to £80,000 it will be interesting to see what it sells for. The 
market has cooled of late but special and notable cars always seem to 
find a buyer and at a premium. I will report back next month.

Robert Young

Abingdon veterans, from left to right:
Ron Crellin, Brian Culcheth, Den Green, Dudley Pike, Paul Easter, 
Bill Price, Tommy Eeles and Willy Cave

Barrie Williams 120 MNP up for sale
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Cooper S Mk 1 Register
 

Following on from Mk 1 Cooper 
Registrar, Barbara Alexander’s piece 
about sunvisors in the June edition 
of CooperWorld, I thought it might 
be useful to share the official change 
points; that is if the BMC parts list AKD 
3509 is to be believed.

The change from the early flat type 
sunvisor to the side mounted padded 
version (or swing style sunvisors as 
they were sometimes known) was 12th 
October 1964 for the 1275S. The 970 
S apparently received them a week 
earlier from 5th October but as I said, 
that is if you believe the parts list.

The final evolution of the visors was when the mountings were moved 
to the bottom of the cant rail and the swing function was discontinued, 
came in mid-December 1965. The two types of padded sunvisor 
are dimensionally pretty similar but not exactly the same and are not 
interchangeable – the later type have the pivot/fixing points inset.

You might recall that I recently featured a photograph of John 
Wadsworth and his Mk 1 1275 S, RYJ 415 on the Tour De France 
in 1964. John got in touch and kindly sent me some pictures of his 
previous Morris Cooper S which was an early OEW/black 1071 
S that was built and registered in May 1963. Although the car 
was despatched to Loxhams of Blackburn, the car was registered 
in Middlesex as John wanted one of the then new style suffix 
registration numbers. John’s father was a customer of Chequered 
Flag Garage in London and arranged for them to register the car as 
he knew them very well - the car was then registered as BMM 917A 
in late May 1963.

BMM’s first major outing was on the 1963 Coupe des Alpes 
where they finished in 9th place and won a coveted coupe. The 
Spa – Sofia – Liege followed on which they retired; John went on 
to be the only driver of a Mini Cooper to finish that event in the 
Works entered Mini Cooper S 570 FMO the following year. The 
final picture shows BMM leaving the starting ramp of the RAC 
Rally. BMM (which was replaced by the aforementioned 1275 S 
registered RYJ 415) still exists as I have it on the Register although 
I don’t recall ever seeing it. These days it is apparently red/white 
and fitted with a 1275cc motor.

Still on the rallying theme, whilst down south for the Beaulieu Mini 
Day I was talking to a gentleman named James Butterfield. James 
rallied a Cooper S back in the mid 1960s. He took the advice of Stuart 
Turner and acquired a new 970 S; partly so as not to be competing 

Simon Wheatcroft

directly against the factory cars and partly because it was, as James 
freely admitted, more suited to his level of driving ability.

So James acquired FUD 491C which was a rare beast being one 
of just over twenty Fiesta yellow/OEW Morris 970 S’s built. It was 
sourced from Laytons of Bicester which was one of a group of 
garages owned by his family. These days a Fiesta yellow 970 S would 
probably be considered very sought after but the fact that James 

The two types of padded sunvisor – the lower one is the later model

BMM in glorious technicolour on the Coupe des Alpes way back in 1963

A barrel load of Mini Coopers on the Alpine, BMM along with the 
1071 S of Tony Fisher 370 KUY, Sir Peter Moon’s 24 PK, Terry 
Hunter’s 997 FN, 18 CRX and, probably, 277 EBL

John Wadsworth checking tyre pressures – note the ‘high’ seat belt 
top mounting. The centre light is taped up as a single centre light 
was not permitted in Belgium
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Nice assortment of rally cars at the Italian/Yugoslavia border crossing

Leaving the starting ramp on the RAC Rally in Blackpool

Rough road, probably in Yugoslavia

didn’t buy FUD until August 1965, some eight months after it left the 
factory, shows the reality of how difficult a BMC dealer found it to sell 
being a 970 S and in an unpopular colour. James soon had the Fiesta 
yellow part of the car resprayed Tweed grey though!

Over the next eighteen months or so there were outings on the 
Gulf London, Welsh International, Circuit of Ireland and Alpine rallies 
before it was traded in for a Triumph TR4.

That’s all for this month and next month - less rallying, probably.

Simon Wheatcroft

FUD 491C with evidence of contact with the scenery on the 1966 
Coupe des Alpes

FUD’s original 1966 Coupe des Alpes rally plate

Barbara Alexander

Cooper Mk 1 Register

The main Beaulieu show report will 
probably be found elsewhere in this 
magazine, but it was yet another 
fine weather day which saw a good 
selection of cars arrive for the main 
display and general marque parking. 

There were a record number of entries 
in the concours arena, and in particular, 
class 1 which was for standard Mk 1 & 
2 Cooper and Cooper Ss. However, 
out of a very strong entry saw the Mk 
1 Cooper belonging to Chris Krzywiec, 
registered 581 MOL take the honours. 
This Mini is a very successful concours 
car and was a home restoration too. 

Chris had his dad help him restore the car originally and as I recall, 
both were carpenters who adapted their skills to complete the 
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restoration of a car which was quite rough and in dire need of some 
TLC. Just for the record, MOL is an Austin 998 Cooper built in 
around April 1964 and finished in Tartan red with a black roof.

Also taking home a prize was Paul Holloway for his car YFF 207; 
this Austin 997 built in April 1962 had been awarded the ‘John Kelly’ 
trophy. This award is in memory of the late John Kelly former MK1 
registrar both for the Cooper and Cooper S, and is won by a Mk1 
Cooper that John would have considered the car that he would like 
to take home with him.

The main arena this year was devoted to celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of the Mini and had a varied display of different types of 
Minis from 1959 right through to the last Minis built in 2001. Towards 
the front of the display saw the fabulous pairing of the early ‘Austin 
twins’, those being a 997 Cooper and a Mini Super. Both of these cars 
were finished in Almond green with an old English white roof and 
built in 1961. They looked very similar but did you spot the subtle 
differences? The early BMC advert for these cars clearly seems to 
launch the Mini Super with the Cooper referred to as the sporting 
version. Many thanks to Peter Gibson for bring his 997 Cooper 5661 
DD and Gary Dickens with his Super 272 NHY.

That’s all for this month,

Barbara Alexander

Can you spot the differences between a Cooper and a Super?

Chris Krzywiec’s Class 1 concours winning Mk1 Cooper

A Cooper owned by Paul Holloway nicely rally prepared 

Cooper S Mk 2 Register

I’m just about to head off on my 
summer holidays, so no time for a full 
report this month but I couldn’t go 
away without a comment on another 
fantastic Beaulieu.

It’s hopefully a nice albeit distant 
memory by now but you may recall 
early June coincided with some of the 
wettest summer weather I’ve ever 
known. However, miraculously, the 
weather on June 8th was sunny and 
very warm and provided the perfect 
backdrop to a superb turnout of Minis. 
As ever, the event provided a great 
opportunity, not just to look at the cars, 

but also to catch up with friends and fellow Mini enthusiasts and have 
a real good chin wag.

Nick Hunter
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Cooper S Mk 3 Register

It makes a pleasant change to be able 
to say that there was a good turnout 
of Mk 3 Ss at Beaulieu. WHP 5J that 
I mentioned last month did make it 
to Beaulieu this year along with quite 
a few others including CHW 198J, 
GAN 24J, KWP 11K and VOH 347J, 
some twenty two years after its last 
appearance there and, last but not 
least, YKR 318J.

Unfortunately, I didn’t spot CHW 
myself but Stuart Watson smudged it. 
CHW, a February 1971 built example 

was originally registered ODR 537J. 
The last pictures I saw of it were in 

an auction catalogue where it was sitting on 12 inch wheels with 
Mini Special arches and black bonnet stripes. So it was nice to see 
it back on 10” wheels in the form of Dunlop LP922 D1alloys which 
makes a change from the now, oh so common, Cooper Car Co 
style ‘Rosepetals’ and the arches are now Special Tuning Group 2 
style. GAN 24J was in the concours competition and looked very 

Simon Wheatcroft

Whilst there was not a Registrar display this year at the show, there 
was still a healthy turnout of Mk 2 S cars and here are photos of a few 
that caught my eye.

Until next time,

Nick Hunter 

Auction catalogue picture from 2015…

…and today. Dunlop D1 alloys used to be a common sight on Mini’s 
- CHW as photographed by Stuart Watson @ Beaulieu
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nice indeed with its gleaming black paintwork; the judge of that class 
obviously agreed as it took 2nd place.

KWP 11K, also a February 1971 built car, has also undergone some 
restoration work. Like Phil Splett’s car that I mentioned last month, 
KWP has Teal blue paintwork with a Limeflower interior. It too was a 
late registered car, not hitting the road until December 1971. Those 
with a good memory might recall this car was found in a garage that 
was due to be demolished and, fortunately, Mark Richards was in 
the right place at the right time to rescue it. With only 28,000 miles 
on the clock at that time, it was very original but the paintwork had 
suffered in storage which has now been rectified.

GAN 24J with gleaming black paintwork

KWP 11K as found some years ago…

…and as seen at Beaulieu this year 

Not spotted at Beaulieu but on ebay is another car not seen for 
some years. BJB 618J, yet another February 1971 built car. It was 
red/white last time it was spotted but is now Tartan red/black and 
sitting on Mamba alloys. With the same owner since 1991 it has been 
rebuilt twice in the intervening years, the last time being 2012/13 but 
to the sellers own spec. for a fun car rather than a period correct 
restoration. The price is, by the standards of today, a seemingly very 
reasonable £13,750.

That is all for this month.

Simon Wheatcroft

VOH 347J made its first return to Beaulieu since 1997

VOH still has plenty of patina

BJB 618J which the seller describes as “a fun car that has evolved 
over the years”
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Rover Cooper Register

January 2013 seems a long time ago 
but that was when I made my first stab 
at deciphering the engine prefixes on 
the Rover Mini Cooper models of the 
1990s. In the intervening years my level 
of knowledge has been as much shaped 
by observation and experience as the 
written words found in parts lists and 
other official Rover publications.

Parts lists are always the bedrock of 
any such research. The detail contained 
in the bespoke ‘AKD’ series of paper-
based parts books of the 1950s and 
1960s, have frequently been criticised 
for their inaccuracies and lapses of 

completeness, but at least you knew that each book was devoted to 
one particular Mini model range (e.g. Mini Cooper). The later ‘AKM’ 
microfiche series of the 1980s and 1990s combine everything Mini 
and didn’t always make a distinction between model types when it 
comes to change points, if they bothered at all.

The British Leyland Motor Corporation, as it became in 1968, began 
experimenting with microfiche parts lists in November 1968. The idea 
was pioneered by the National Cash Register Company Ltd and their 
advanced system was called Photo Chromic Micro Image (P.C.M.I.) 
referred to at the time as the ‘Microform’ system. It saved a fortune 
on printing costs and meant that every model in the BMC/Leyland 
range, past and present, could be represented in one small tray of 
microfiche sets that were generally updated on a quarterly basis. The 
only downside was that the system required a bulky microfiche viewer 
to use them. For the benefit - and amusement - our younger members, 
I have included a picture of an early viewer taken from the front cover 
of the BMC Service News Review No. 57 (March 1969). 

John Parnell

For the purposes of what I want to cover in this month’s report, the 
mechanical and body parts listing for the Rover Minis can be found 
in the parts microfiches AKM 1184 (Nov 1985 to Mar 1992 - VIN 
290003 to 509749), and perhaps more relevant to post 1990 cars, 
AKM 1217 (VIN XN010001 on). With the exception of separate 
microfiche sets for the ERA Turbo, Innocenti and Authi Minis, the 
AKM 1184 microfiche series - in spite of its date defining title - was 
the mainstay parts reference for the Mini range right up to the 
1997 model year when it was superseded by the AKM 1217 series 
in September 1997. I am not aware of the above parts lists being 
available on a computer readable disk, but it would certainly be handy 
if someone has done it.

Sticking with engine identification, it is worth noting that when Rover 
discontinued the 998cc engine for the Mini range in early 1992, it 
was replaced by a detuned carburettor 1275cc unit with a 9.4:1 
compression ratio compared with 10.1:1 for the equivalent Cooper 
models. This lower compression carburettor engine was used in the 
Mini Sprite and Mayfair until August 1994 - nearly three years after 
the Rover Mini Cooper engine was upgraded to single point injection 
(SPi). The power output of these two alternative 1275cc engines is 
markedly different at 50 PS for the low compression version against 
63 PS for the Cooper SPi variant. I mention this to highlight any 
misconception that all 1990s period 1275cc Rover Mini engines were 
the same. They most certainly were not. Universal application of the 
Cooper engine across what was left of the Mini range only occurred 
in the UK with the introduction of the multi point injection (MPi) 
power unit in October 1996. In Japan, however, cars ordered with 
automatic transmission continued to use a modified version of the 
SPi engine because the MPi unit was not developed with automatic 
transmission in mind.

While there are numerous distinguishable features separating the 
various 1275cc Rover Mini engines used between 1990 and 2000, 
the purpose of this month’s report is to identify the applicable engine 
number prefixes. For the benefit of those less familiar with Mini 
power units, the engine number is located on the small ledge of the 
block casting immediately below No. 1 spark plug. Up to August 1994 
this took the form of an embossed alloy plate riveted to the block. 
Thereafter, the number was etched directly into the block itself in a 
dot matrix form. 

The engine number prefix comprises a series of letters and numbers 
representing in code form the cubic capacity, the type of fuelling, 
cylinder compression ratio, transmission type, emissions control, and 
notable ancillary information. In the case of the 1275cc A+ petrol 
engines from 1990 onwards, this is as follows:

1st prefix group: 
12A = 1275cc A+ series engine

2nd Prefix Number: 
2 = 2 valves per cylinder; 8 valves in all

Microfiche viewers, like this early example from 1969, are a bulky 
piece of kit

The location of the engine number is illustrated here. The ‘G01’ indicates 
that this one belongs to a carburettor Mainstream Mini Cooper
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2nd Prefix Letter: 
A = Carburettor specification
B = Carburettor with open loop catalyst
D = Throttle Body Injection (SPi) with 9.4:1 CR 
E = Throttle Body Injection (SPi) with 10.1:1 CR 
L = Multi Point Injection (MPi)

3rd Prefix Group: 
Gearbox and ancillaries thus:

F53 = Carburettor Cooper 10.1: 1 CR with 3.105:1 final drive, open 
loop catalyst and  oil cooler
F75 = TBI 9.4: 1 CR with 3.105:1 final drive manual transmission, catalyst
F76 = TBI 9.4: 1 CR with automatic transmission, catalyst
F77 = TBI Cooper 10.1: 1 CR with 3.21:1 final drive manual 
transmission, catalyst

G01 = Carburettor Cooper 10.1: 1 CR with 3.105:1 final drive 
manual transmission, open loop catalyst and no oil cooler
G03 = Carburettor 9.4:1 CR with 3.105:1 final drive manual 
transmission, open loop catalyst
G04 = Carburettor 9.4:1 CR with 2.76:1 final drive manual 
transmission (France) open loop catalyst
G05 = Carburettor 9.4:1 CR with automatic transmission, open loop 
catalyst
J01 = TBI 9.4:1 CR with 3.21:1 final drive manual transmission, 
catalyst, dot matrix engine prefix
J02 = TBI Cooper 10.1:1 CR with 3.21:1 final drive manual 
transmission, catalyst, dot matrix engine prefix
J03 = TBI 9.4:1 CR automatic transmission, catalyst, dot matrix 
engine prefix
J04 = Carburettor 9.4:1 CR with 3.105:1 final drive manual 
transmission, open loop catalyst, dot matrix engine prefix
J05 = Carburettor 9.4:1 CR with 2.76:1 final drive manual 
transmission (France) open loop catalyst, dot matrix engine prefix
J06 = Carburettor 9.4:1 CR, with automatic transmission, open loop 
catalyst, dot Matrix engine prefix
J13 = Replacement engine without cylinder head, manual 
transmission SPi (1991-96)
J14 = Replacement engine without cylinder head, manual 
transmission, carburettor or SPi (1992-96)
J15 = Replacement engine without cylinder head, automatic 
transmission, carburettor or SPi (1992-96)
J18 = Replacement engine with cylinder head, manual transmission, 
SPi (1991-96)
J19 = Replacement engine with cylinder head, manual transmission, 
SPi (1992-96)
J20 = Replacement engine with cylinder head, automatic 
transmission, SPi (1992-96)
J21 = Replacement engine with cylinder head, manual transmission, 
carburettor (1992-94) 
J34 = TBI 10.1:1 CR 3.21:1 final drive manual transmission, 55 amp 
alternator, air conditioning, Japan (1992-96), dot matrix engine prefix
J35 = TBI 9.4:1 CR with automatic transmission, 55 amp alternator, 
air conditioning, Japan (1992-96), dot matrix engine prefix

J66 = TBI Monte Carlo 10.1:1 CR 3.21:1 final drive manual 
transmission, catalyst, 55 amp alternator
J77 = TBI Monte Carlo 10.1:1 CR 3.21:1 final drive manual 
transmission, catalyst, air conditioning, 55 amp alternator (Japan)
J92 = TBI 9.4:1 CR with 2.76:1 final drive manual transmission 
(France), catalyst
K70 = MPi 2.76:1 final drive manual transmission

K71 = TBI Cooper performance engine, 3.21:1 final drive manual 
transmission, air  conditioning, Japan (1996-99)
K72 = TBI standard performance engine, automatic transmission, air 
conditioning, Japan (1996-99)
L13 = Replacement engine with cylinder head manual transmission 
MPi (1996-00)
L14 = Replacement engine with cylinder head automatic 
transmission, SPi, air conditioning, Japan (1996-99)
L15 = Replacement engine without cylinder head, automatic 
transmission, SPi, air conditioning, Japan (1996-99)
L16 = Replacement engine with cylinder head, manual transmission, 
SPi, Japan (1992-96)
L21 = Replacement engine without cylinder head, manual transmission, 
for MPi or SPi, (1996-00)

The ‘F77’ in this engine prefix denotes a pre-June 1994 SPi Mini Cooper

The ‘J35’ in this dot matrix engine prefix belongs to a Japanese spec SPi 
model with automatic transmission

‘K70’ prefix was the most common MPi engine type in the UK  
and Europe

This ‘L21 ‘ prefix denotes a replacement engine 
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Coachbuilt Cooper and Cooper S Register

1974 Mini Clubman OKT 919M 
Wood and Pickett Margrave Elite

New club member, Roger Griffiths, is 
no stranger to Minis. For over thirty 
five years he and his brother ran a 
garage repair business, and Roger’s 
early private car ownership included 
a 997 Cooper, a 970 Cooper S and at 
least five 1275 S models. In the nineties 
he moved onto a Rover Cooper SPi 
which was first owned by Mike Bush, 
who at that time was the MD for W&P. 
Not surprisingly, Mike Bush’s workshop 
installed some luxury features to the 
car which included, metal wheel arches, 
wider alloy wheels, electric windows 

and an electric sun roof. After the SPi Roger’s last Mini Cooper for 
several years was an MPi. 

Moving ahead many years, and by which time Roger had retired from 
the garage business, his attention was drawn to an advert in Car 
and Classic describing an 8,000 mile W&P 1974 Clubman for sale in 

Steve Burkinshaw

`TBI' = Throttle Body Injection = Single Point Injection (SPi)

4th Prefix Group
The engine number itself

(Source: AKM 1184, AKM 1217, Somerford Mini)

Factory Replacement Engine Prefixes

LBB10399N = RSP / Mainstream Carburettor New
LBB10399E = RSP / Mainstream Carburettor Reconditioned Gold Seal
LBB10467N = TBI (SPi) New
LBB109070N = MPi New

For a table that only applies to 1275cc engine units, the permutations 
are astonishing yet necessary to suit the different model and market 
requirements. What also stands out is the influence of the market 
in Japan for which Rover readily supplied cars with automatic 
transmission and air conditioning, the latter probably a mandatory 
requirement. Neither feature was listed as an option for Rover Minis 
or Mini Coopers sold in the UK . 

To help put some of the above into context from a Rover Mini 
Cooper perspective, the following table has been extracted from 
my register records and shows the applicable engine prefixes, the 
models they relate to, and the model production dates. In the final 
two columns I show the current lowest and highest recorded engine 
numbers to date.

Engine 
Prefix

Model Production 
Dates

Lowest 
Recorded 
No.

Highest 
Recorded 
No.

12A2AF53 RSP 
Commemorative

Jul - Sept 1990 100101 101282

12A2AG01 Mainstream 
Rover Cooper

Sept1990 - 
Oct 1991

100102 216986

12A2EF77 SPi Rover 
Cooper

Oct 1991 -  
Jul 1994

217084 295184

12A2EJ02 SPi with dot 
matrix engine 
numbering

Aug 1994 - 
Sept 1996

300810 342895

12A2EJ66 Monte Carlo LE Jul - Aug 1994 294029 300093

12A2EJ66 Cooper 35 LE May - Aug 1996 330243 342437

12A2LK70 MPi Rover 
Cooper

Oct 1996 -  
Oct 2000

339905 399703

Notes:

1. The lowest RSP and Mainstream engine numbers are those of the 
very first production vehicles.

2. The Monte Carlo LE and Cooper 35 LE models are shown because 
they were each allocated a prefix (EJ66) outside the normal run of 
production engines.

3. Post October 1996 vehicles such as the Mini Cooper Sports LE 
(1998), John Cooper LE (1999) and Cooper Sport 500 (2000) are 
not individually shown because they all share the same 12A2LK70 
prefix as other MPi cars.

4. The highest recorded engine numbers should not be taken as the 
last of their kind. There is every likelihood that later numbers have 
yet to be discovered.

Engine Block Identification

RSP, Mainstream & SPi engine blocks have the casting number ‘WFM 
1024' at the top front.

MPi engine blocks have the casting number ‘LCF 103200' at the top front.

Until next month…

Have an enjoyable August and Bank Holiday

John Parnell

The ‘399E’ shown here denotes a gold seal replacement engine for a 
carburettor Rover Mini Cooper

The ‘WFM 1024’ engine block casting number was common to all 
Rover Mini Cooper models from the RSP of 1990 to the last SPi car in 
Sept 1996
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Bromley, Kent. Not fully convinced by pictures showing the car, he 
took a two hundred mile drive to make a full inspection. This was in 
2016 and by which time the Clubman was forty two years old. The 
seller had owned it for just three years and when he had bought it 

Very elegant in dark blue OKT 919M

Very comfortable and luxurious looking seats

Wolfrace alloys very much a 1970s aftermarket wheel rim

he dismantled it but not reassembled it very well. It was clear to see 
that no body or interior repairs had ever been carried out since the 
W&P conversion was made. In fact the car had been off the road for 
a staggering thirty three years, hence the low mileage and surprisingly 
it was stood on blocks when first seen. Although the car was running, 
its reliability was unknown so Roger and so he decided to have the 
car transported home to be on the safe side. 

Wood and Pickett, then based in Park Royal, transformed OKT into 
a full Margrave Elite conversion which included a full body seam 

A superbly done leather dashboard and interior

Boot area neatly carpeted out. Note rear windscreen wiper fitted too

A fantastically clean and tidy engine bay
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removal, a respray in pearlescent dark blue, the installation of an 
Everflex blue vinyl roof, W&P trademark extended wheel arches, a 
metal electric sun roof, electric windows and swivel quarter lights. In 
the interior the seats were recovered in cream leather, the dashboard 
changed to a wood veneered one. The rest of the upholstery was also 
covered with cream leather throughout with contrasting dark blue 
carpet including within the boot compartment. Remarkably, OKT had 
not had new paint or trim since it left the coach builders, although 
Roger has spent a lot of time improving its superb appearance with 
details like the unique centre caps on the polished Wolfrace alloys
(It has the option of special spinners). Because of its age, and having 
been in long term storage, both subframes and their components 
were fully reconditioned and included the fiment of Hi-Lo suspension, 
adjustable dampers, Cooper S brakes and servo.

Four headlights with a nudge bar was the W&P style of the time

Beautifully detailed gear lever consul

Completely de-seamed and with an elegant Vinyl roof

In 1974 when W&P undertook the original conversion work, the 
998cc engine was modified to include a gas-flowed cylinder head, 
an LCB manifold and a Weber downdraft carb with air scoops in 
the bonnet. Not long after his purchase, Roger had the Clubman 
transported to W&P, by then relocated in Leatherhead Surrey and 
under new ownership, for an engine upgrade to 1310 cc. This 
work proved very problematic as, despite the extensive rebuild, 
a persistent knocking noise could not be cured and W&P wanted 
to return the car unfinished. Roger was not happy. After another 
strip-down of the engine it was discovered that the noise had been 
produced as a result of wear in the block. It was actually the worn 
cam follower holes and not the followers themselves that had been 
the issue all along. Roger located an A-Plus block which was bored 
out to 1310 cc from Cannock and the engine was then reassembled 
and balanced. The original modified AEG 940 head was refitted with a 
SW5 cam, electronic ignition and twin 1.5 inch SU’s. However, these 
carbs have since been replaced to allow for easy tuning with a single 
1.75 inch SU. After careful running in, the ‘new’ engine was set up on 
a rolling road and has now covered a faultless 2,000 miles.

From his research, Roger has compiled a list of the previous owners, 
but oddly the first two are not recorded, the third owner was 
registered from February 1974 for six years and the forth owner for 
thirty three years and who hardly ever drove this very special Mini. 
Many thanks to Roger for getting in touch and I look forward to 
seeing his car at this year’s IMM.

Steve Burkinshaw

Mini Super Register

Good news for all you keen gardeners. 
Whenever you encounter particularly 
dry spells then I can help with bringing 
on the rain for you. Just drop me an 
email and I will get the Super out of the 
garage. It works every time - really it 
does! Just a short time into nearly every 
journey I take in my Super and then it 
just dumps down with rain it seems.

During my very first trip to Beaulieu 
twenty years ago, a round trip of about 
180 miles, it rained all the way down 
and all the way back and this pattern 
has continued over the years, nearly 
non-stop. This year I attended the 

Beaulieu Spring Auto Jumble to display the Super in the Club’s Mini 60 
display. It rained on the way there and on the way back. The Club's 
National Mini Day in June started well, but as soon as I approached 
the New Forest, the rain came down at such a rate it was as though 
the car was being power washed for about twenty minutes! Yep, 
you guessed it, the same on the return journey! This has though 
demonstrated that my little Super is unusually water tight as it has 
remained bone-dry inside.

There was no register display at Beaulieu this year as the arena was 
needed to show a range of sixty different Minis which had been 
produced during this period. My Super was displayed next to Peter 
Gibson's superb 1961 Austin Cooper. The two cars made for an 
interesting comparison as they are both 1961, just over a month 
apart and in the same colours. Other Supers in attendance, parked in 
various points at the event were Spencer and Ray Cheever's 'Sprint', 
Guy Smith's very original-looking red Morris, Rob McShane's Red 
Austin and Mike Creek's newly acquired Grey Austin.

Super news this month is of two new to my list of surviving cars, 
which is really exciting after such a quiet spell. One has been owned 
by the keeper since 1966 but more details on that car in a future 
report, hopefully shortly. The second car is an Almond green Austin 
which appeared in a magazine article many years ago. I had been 
unaware of the article and the car, until it was recently brought to 

Garry Dickens
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Guy Smith’s Super

The Supers of Mike Creek and Rob McShane

My Super alongside Peter Gibson’s 997 Cooper

Spencer and Ray Cheeves’ Super - Sprint

my attention. I immediately checked the registration number YUJ 
777 with DVLA. It is taxed, has an MOT and is still registered as 
a Green Austin Mini 848. So it is out there somewhere. If anyone 
has any news on this car please get in touch so I can record its full 
details on the register.

Good news for a Grey Austin Super which has had a very shaky past, 
it having even been registered as a Cooper S for a while. I wrote a 
brief report on the car a few years ago and will repeat the article but 
with up to date information, very shortly, possibly next month. Briefly 
though, it had been saved by John Baker who had every intention of 
restoring the car back to original, but due to ill health he has been 
unable to do so; it has been barn-stored since. The car has now been 
sold to MCR member Peter Hiscocks. Peter loves Minis and restores 
them as a hobby. Peter intends to fully rebuild the Super, to original 
specification and to keep the car as part of his collection. It never fails 
to amaze me just how much time and expenditure some owners have 
dedicated to bringing their Supers, some in quite terrible condition, 
back to life.

Finally, if you own, have owned, know of any Super or have any 
stories or anecdotes relating to one, please get in touch, even if it no 
longer exists.

Garry Dickens

1275GT Register

Our Beaulieu show is a great opportunity 
to get up close to cars I have featured 
in CooperWorld over the last year and 
meet the members who took the time 
to contribute to my articles.

I had high hopes for a great turn out of 
GTs to mark the 50th anniversary of its 
inception. I was not disappointed with the 
growing number of new and established 
examples that attended. Firstly, thanks 
to members Paul Clayton, Rob Andrews 
and Alan Pavier for offering their GTs for 
the Mini 60 display, in addition to Mark 
Draper’s Damask Red Car.

Each year the growth of our register is reflected in the number of 
GTs in attendance and this year again topped previous numbers with, 
by my count, 17 GTs on the field. Amongst the regulars like James 
Ellis’s one owner, blaze POV 823M and Alan Pavier’s Tahiti Blue DMA 
248N, were new additions that have been featured in CooperWorld.

Amongst the fresh GTs were Rob Andrew’s VOC 662H in Antelope, 
now sporting its immaculate new steering wheel and centre badge, 

Alan Clark

GT Register parking
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which Rob sold his soul to acquire! Others were Paul Clayton’s GPA 
340N, newly completed and towed down from Rutland with his 
ingenious towing rig. Also, Alan Macdougall’s Silver GT LAL 870W 
which went right to the wire for completion, but thankfully made it.

Any prospective GT owner on the field would have had the 
opportunity to compare the features and changes that developed 
during the 10 years of production. Examples of the 3 main model 
categories, 10 inch wheel, 12 inch wheel (vinyl interior) and 12 inch 
wheel (cloth interior) were all represented in the display.

Some regular Beaulieu attendees

Alan Macdougall’s newly completed GT

Mark Draper’s rare Damask red GT

The chance to discuss the challenges of GT restoration with fellow 
MCR members revealed common topics such as Newton’s interior 
trim offering, reproduction bumpers, chrome eyeball vents, Special 
Tuning kits and of course, 3 spoke steering wheels. Ideas and solutions 
exchanged could prove helpful in the future for those embarking on 
GT projects.

I hope I caught up with any contributing members attending on the 
day, apologies to anyone I missed. Your emails, letters and phone calls 
are the key to ongoing promotion of the GT and its growing status. 

Peter Hayes showed his immaculate GT, complete with S pack 

Paul Clayton’s SA re-shell project

ST S pack with upgrades
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 Modern MINI Cooper Register

I suppose the National MINI Day 
at Beaulieu would seem like old 
news to you all now. For those that 
did not go, it was a great day. My 
JCW had pride of place in the MINI 
60 display. Top of the triangle. I 
have not been to the National Day 
for a couple of years due to MINI 
CHALLENGE commitments. I have 
to say it has not changed much. ‘If it 
is not broken don’t try to fix it’ are 
the words that come to mind. The 
crowds poured into the show to 
admire the collection of classic Minis, 
modern MINIs, Works and Works 
replica Coopers. This year saw a 
spectacular 1275 GT, the Ex Works 

BBC World Cup Rally car. For the first time, I thought there were 
more Modern MINIs then classic Minis, and I could be mistaken, 
but there were loads of ‘em. The Y Register and the 02 Register 
had a good display as did the Surrey New MINI Club. Black with a 
red roof has become the new red and white! Thames Valley region 
was out in force as were the Kent Region. I shall stop there though 
as a I sure others will have written about the day in elsewhere in 
this issue of CooperWorld.

The buzz from Oxford this month is confirmation that the GP3 is 
going into production, some facts and figures, but as yet no price. My 
best guess would be Shy of £40k. A summary of the press release is 
as follows:

The new MINI John Cooper Works GP is currently completing set-
up runs on the legendary Nürburgring-Nordschleife as part of its 
series development process. Although there is still plenty of time 
for fine-tuning until the market launch in 2020, the new extreme 
sports car in the model range is already achieving lap times that are 
almost half a minute below the record set by its predecessor. At 
the 24-hour race, the MINI and John Cooper Works engineers will 
interrupt their testing programme for a short while to present the 
disguised prototype of the new MINI John Cooper Works GP to the 
public for the first time.

David Young

Please keep the input coming and maybe we can top this year’s 
attendance at Beaulieu 2020!

Lastly, apologies to my readership for the lack of an article in the 
July edition of CooperWorld, somehow it slipped through a crack 
in the compiling process, the lost article will now appear in the 
September issue.

Alan Clark

The new MINI John Cooper Works GP will be produced next year in 
a limited edition of 3,000 units. With its high engine power, model-
specific suspension technology harmonised with John Cooper Works 
motor racing expertise, weight-optimised construction and precisely 
defined aerodynamic properties, it sets a new benchmark in the small 
car segment. The fact that it takes the extreme driving fun offered by 
a MINI to a whole new level has already become clear in the course 
of tuning runs to date. The predecessor model set the previous 
benchmark at the Nürburgring-Nordschleife with a lap time of 8:23 
minutes. The prototype of the new MINI John Cooper Works GP 
went round the legendary ‘Green Hell’ in less than eight minutes – 
and it’s testing programme is not yet over.

The prototype of the new MINI John Cooper Works GP won’t be 
pushing the limits during its demonstration run at the Nürburgring, 
but it will hardly be able to hide its outstanding sporting potential 
even when driven in a moderate style. A more than 220 kW/300 hp 
4-cylinder engine with MINI TwinPower Turbo Technology makes 
for outstaning performance and a great sound toboot. Wide open air 
intakes, large light alloy wheels, the distinctive design of the front and 
rear aprons and the striking roof spoiler are its unmistakable features 
for inspiring performance characteristics – despite the disguise 
applied for testing purposes.

The prototype of the new MINI John Cooper Works GP will carry 
out its demonstration runs together with its immediate predecessor 
and also the MINI Cooper S with John Cooper Works GP Kit, which 
was unveiled in 2006. These two top-class sports cars, each produced 
in a small series of 2,000 units, have since gone on to become 
coveted collectors’ items..

My question is what engine will they use in the production JCW? The 
Clubman and the Countryman will have the 310bhp unit. The GP1 
and GP2 always used an untuned standard JCW unit. So your guess is 
as good as mine.

David YoungBM
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Region Time of Meeting Location Contact

Bristol, Glos and  
Somerset

Meeting 7.30pm on 
Thursday13th September

Beefeater, Emersons Green, Bristol David Dangerfield 07974 089595  
or bgsregion@minicooper.org

Cheshire TBD TBD TBD

Devon & Cornwall TBD TBD Steve Bonny 01271 860328
s.bonny183@btinternet.com

Derbyshire,  
Lincolnshire &  
Nottinghamshire

last Monday of each month 
at 8:00pm

Arkwright Arms, Chesterfield Road, Duckmanton, 
Chesterfield, S44 5JG

Phil Colledge 07591443396 & 01245207665.  
phil.colledge@btinternet.com

Dorset 2nd Wednesday of every 
month 8.00pm 

Tyrrells Ford Country Inn, Ringwood Road, Avon, 
Christchurch. BH23 7BQ

Nick Stansmore 07788 646800
nickstansmore@live.co.uk

Essex 1st Monday
At 8:00pm

Hawk Pub, Battlesbridge
On the A130 SS11 7RJ

Niki Halls 07530 988788
nikihalls@gmail.com

Gwynedd Contact David Roberts Members meet at local classic car shows throughout the 
show season. Please contact David Roberts for details of 
meetings and dates

David Roberts 01248 811109
davidr61@hotmail.co.uk

Hampshire 3rd Thursday
At 8:00pm

The Queens Head, Portsmouth Road, Fishers Pond, 
Eastleigh SO50 7HF 

Sally Salter 02380 560073
sallysalter@ntlworld.com

Herts & 
London (N)

2nd Wednesday
At 8:00pm

The Duke of York, Ganwick Corner, Barnet Road, 
Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4SG 0208 440 4674

Rod Chilcot
01707 650107

Isle of Wight 11.00am Last Sunday  
of the month

The Hare and Hounds Pub at Downend Road, Newport, 
PO30 2NU from May to the end of the summer

Alan MacDougall 07523 006483  
admiow@me.com

Jersey 3rd Tuesday St Marys Country Pub, St Mary JE2 3PD Mark Le Gallais 01534 858082
mk1leg@hotmail.co.uk

  Kent 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. 7.30pm

The Wagon & Horses, Faversham Rd, Charing, Ashford 
TN27 0NR

Justin and Annmarie Ridyard 
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk 01304 330715

Lancashire Last Tuesday
At 7.30pm

Hoghton Arms, Blackburn Road, Whithnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 8BL 

Mick Cooke 01282 866195/07976 932192 
m.cooke1275s@gmail.com

Midlands
(West)

1st Tuesday
At 8:00pm

New Inns Public House, off the A451
Stourbridge DY8 3YQ

Darren Carr 01384 254311
daz.carr@blueyonder.co.uk

Newcastle and 
Durham

1st Monday
At 7:30pm

Chilton Country Pub and Hotel, Black Boy Road, 
Fencehouses, Co. Durham DH4 6PY

Niall Cook 07881 302577
nialltcook@tiscali.co.uk

Norfolk 1st Sunday
At 1:00pm

The Bell Inn, Salhouse NR13 6RW Jim Redburn 01603 720049
jimredburn@hotmail.co.uk

Oxfordshire 3rd Monday
At 8:00pm

 The Plough, Appleton, OX13 5JR Graham Carter 07974 353726
grahamcarter13@btinternet.com

Scotland Sunday 17th March 2019 
11:00am

The Conservatory, Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, 
Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Ben & Patricia Webb 07834 081667 
ben_patricia_webb@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs 1st Monday, 7.30pm The George and Dragon, Meaford, Stone ST15 0PX Pete Cresswell 01785 760211 or  
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com 

Suffolk Region 1st Tuesday At 7.30 The Cherry Tree, Woodbridge. IP12 4AG
 

Ian MacPherson 01728 831956 or 07749936274 
ian@ianmacgolf.co.uk 

Sussex 2nd Tuesday
At 8:00pm

The John Selden, Salvington Road, Worthing, BN132HN Mick Tully 01273 883349 
g-tully@sky.com

Thames Valley Last Wednesday At 8:00pm The Crooked Billet, London Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9EH Lorraine Hampson 01428 712154
thames_valley@minicooper.org
Ken Hunter 01344 772446

Warwickshire Region 4th Wednesday each 
month starting at 8:00pm

Please contact warks@minicooper.org for details of the regular 
breakfast run meetings organised for Warwickshire Region

warks@minicooper.org

Worcestershire Every Monday
At 7.30pm

The Blue Bell, 
35 Upton Road, Callow End, Worcester, WR2 4TY

Mick Rowley 01905 428378/07791 624783
rminimick@aol.com

  Yorkshire TBA TBA Position vacant
apply to Richard Sign

Australia  www.minicooperorg/australia John Heselwood
minicooper@ozemail.com.au

BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) Bart Theelen  
benelux@minicooper.org

France  didier.lecesne@orange.fr or p.doucerain@orange.fr 

MCR REGIONAL MEETINGS

POSITION

VACANT

Regional Co-ordinator - Richard Sign - Oaklea, West Common, Blackfield, Southampton, SO45 1XL - 07968 307689 - regions@minicooper.org

NEW 

VENUE
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Regional Coordinator - Richard Sign

Hello again all,

We are well into a good season 
celebrating 60 years of the Mini and I 
know this edition of CooperWorld will 
have a lot of detail about the National 
Mini Day at Beaulieu, but I couldn’t write 
my report without mention of the great 
effort that Thames Valley Region made 
on the day. 

Their pitch was colourful, patriotic and 
even included some pink Flamingos. 

They had a great selection of cars, Champagne, cake and sweets on 
offer. This made my job of choosing best region’s stand on the day an 
easy one. However, come the prize giving, we found that we didn’t 
have a trophy! I am pleased to say, (and relieved) that they now have 
been sent their trophy. Below are some photos of their stand and 
their trophy.

In my report last month I mentioned about the recent take up for 
the Mini Cooper Register banner flags from two of our regions. I also 
mentioned that we have our Gazebos on offer to regions, again heavily 
subsidised by MCR. I am happy to say that, since my report, I have had 
both Essex and Warwickshire regions place orders. I am in the process 
of ordering their Gazebos. By the time you read this, they should have 
their orders and get good use of their new Gazebos for events for the 
rest of this year and into the future. 

Hope you are enjoying the summer.

Richard Sign.
regions@minicooper.org
07968 307689

Bristol Glos and Somerset

Dear all

June has been another busy month. It started with a trip to the ‘Mini 
Mooners’ who held a BBQ at Westerly Mini in Bridgewater, which was 
fun. On view was the new MINI JCW Clubman and Countryman. These 
cars now have 302bhp, 4 wheel drive, 8-speed gearboxes, 0-60 time of 
4.9 seconds and are limited to 155mph! Yours for just £34k.

REGIONAL REPORTS
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Unfortunately, Berkeley Castle car show was rained off and the Swansea 
City car show was very much rain effected too. However, some Minis 
braved the weather and almost managed to recreate the Italian Job 
Steps photo (see photos).

Beaulieu Mini Day was yet another great event, the weather was 
brilliant and the show was as busy as ever. I was trunk trading and made 
a tidy £400. It was great to catch up with so many people (See photos).

Bicester Scramble took place on the 23rd and we were treated to 23 
degrees of warm weather. There were some high quality modern and 
classic cars on show and quite a few Minis as you will see from the photos.

I have personally acquired a new Mini, a Solar red 2000 X reg Cooper Sport 
with platinum roof, with just 28k miles and full service history. It needs a lot 
of TLC but is well worth saving. Like many Mk1 enthusiasts, once a year I 
hear that there this a 1071S barn find out there somewhere. But after much 
exploring often these cars do not exist, or are not for sale, or are actually 
an 850. However, this time I am quite excited and I am going to see one as I 
write this report. More on that if there is anything to report.

Looking forward, on the 2nd August is Under the Mini Moon (UTMM) 
weekend in Brean and then the big one – the IMM weekend starts on the 
9th August in Bristol. I will be attending all these shows and they should 
be very good. If you are planning to attend any of them then please let me 
know so I can make sure MCR members are camping together.

That’s it from me.

David Dangerfield 
07974 089595 

Derbyshire, Lincolnshire & Nottinghamshire Region

Hello everyone,

At our monthly meeting in June we were entertained by John Dixon’s 
collection of postcards, which he sent on an almost daily basis to his 
parents during his early 1960s road trips around Europe and the Middle-
East in his Austin Mini Cooper, which he still owns. The postcards gave a 
long lasting record of his adventures, and were much more exciting than 
today’s text messages!

Peter Gilbert brought along his beautiful 1989 Mini for the first time. 
Finished in red with a silver roof, it has been very tastefully improved and 
updated, and has one of the nicest interiors I have seen in a long time.

Our monthly meetings are very friendly and entertaining, and it would 
be great if more Members could come along.

My 1999 John Cooper LE passed its MOT test this month. It always 
struggles with the emissions test, so I filled it will Shell V-Power unleaded 
and gave it a fast ten- mile run before the test. The pass certificate shows 
it had done a grand total of 51 miles since the last test. I shouldn’t have 
been surprised, as shortly after last year’s test, we moved into a new 
home, with an 8-inch drop from the garage to the incomplete driveway. 
By the time the driveway had been surfaced, the car had developed an 
oil leak and left its mark on the new garage floor. So there it stayed until 
I could sort it out just before the MOT. I have promised myself to use it 
more this year, and it has already exceeded last year’s mileage.

Bye for now.

Phil Colledge
phil.colledge@btinternet.com
07591 443396
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Dorset Region

The Dorset Region attended the MCR day at Beaulieu on June 9th which 
celebrated 60 years of the Mini, some achievement for a car that was 
originally intended to be a small family people mover!

After so much unsettled weather, we were at last blessed with a fine 
day. I am delighted to report that we had a record number of thirteen 
cars on our stand including new member Stephen Herb and his daughter 
who trailered their Mini from West Dorset. Very impressive and nice to 
meet them both.

Once our trusty gazebo had been erected, breakfasts began to be 
cooked. We had no less than 3 gas cookers on the go and the smell of 
bacon filled the air.

After wandering around the entire show arena, I felt it must have been 
one of the biggest ever shows and certainly a huge success. Well done to 
Tony Salter and his helpers for all their hard work.

Of course, the day wouldn’t be complete without the afternoon cakes. 
These included chocolate brownies, lemon drizzle and Jo’s special Mini 
60 lemon sponge which disappeared rapidly. Thank you to all who made 
them, we always appreciate good cake!

A great day out, great fun and all due to one man’s great vision. 
Thank you Sir Alex.

Nick Stansmore

Essex Region 

On Sunday 23rd June we met at The Hawk in Battlesbridge and set off 
from there at 8am in our little convoy following Roy and his marvellous 
Mini. We and had a lovely drive through the countryside to Hatfield 
Heath near Saffron Walden to the festival show. It didn't take long, with 
Roy setting the pace we were there in no time. We then proudly raised 
our new flag and set out our chairs ready for breakfast and coffee.

The Essex Region are ‘regulars’ at the Hatfield Heath Festival but this 
was the first time for me and the first time out for our new flag! We 
were joined by other Minis from a variety of clubs, it was good to have 
some friendly banter and we gave out our Mini Cooper Register flyers in 
order to encourage new membership!

The weather stayed dry and the show was well supported with cars 
from the 1950s right up to current day supercars - there were even 
some tractors, military vehicles and a jet powered push bike!
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The Dorset Region stand

Serious bacon butty eating!

Jo’s Mini 60 cake



Our stand received some good feedback and we had some admiring 
glances - lots of photographs were taken and quite a few people came 
over to chat.

We awarded a prize to Roy Russell for the best car on the stand, it was a 
tough choice because all the Minis looked great, but a well deserved win!

It was a lovely day with lots of interesting cars from every era! We had a 
great turnout and a great day. We’re looking forward to our next show 
in Maldon, on Sunday 7 July.

Niki Halls

Kent Region

Hi from Kent, 

We have a new meeting place, thanks to Greg and Paul for finding this 
for us. Our new venue is the Wagon & Horses at Charing and as before 
we meet on the second Wednesday of each month. Full details below.

Our June meeting was held at Anning’s Race & Restoration in Ham 
Street. Thanks to Philip, Tammie and Phoebe for looking after us 
with tea and biscuits and showing everyone around. For those that 
don’t know Philip, he used to work for Bill Richards and Swiftune but 
has now set up his own garage. He has a vast depth of knowledge 
in A series engines and would be happy to discuss your projects and 
requirements, you can email Philip on:  
phil@anningsraceandrestoration.co.uk

It made a really nice change for the Kent members to meet at Philip’s 
garage from the usual pub meeting and good to see some other 
interesting cars that attended on the night.

Mini Cooper Register | 61

REGIONAL REPORTS



Don’t forget The Ham Sandwich Run this year takes place on the 18th 
August, please contact us ASAP we may still have a space.

NEW Venue for Monthly Meetings
The Wagon & Horses, Faversham Rd, Charing, Ashford TN27 0NR
We meet the second Wednesday of each month. This month’s meeting 
will be 14th August 2019 See you there!

Join the Facebook Group for Kent at  
http://www.facebook.com/groups/472768396103194/

All the best!

Justin & Annmarie Ridyard
01304 330715
h13jkr@hotmail.co.uk

Mid Staffs Region

Our first Monday meeting in June featured the annual concours, where 
people voted for the ‘Car they would most like to have in their Garage’. 
This has been won by a different car and owner each year so far, with a 
Mini only winning once in the previous 8 years when Ian Potter scooped 

the prize with his Mini Moke in 2015. However, Trevor Ripley won the 
Minimine sponsored class for Minis with his Morris Cooper S in 2016. 

So to this year and entries were as varied as ever. Minis were 
represented by Mike McGreevy with his Cooper S, Nick Harding with 
his 1275GT, Colin Armit his Rover Mini Cooper and Graham Harper 
with his Wolesley Hornet. Sadly, none of these attracted a single vote! 
The results were close in the end with 1 vote separating first and 
second and coming out on top was a Citroen SM owned by David 
Anderson. Probably only Citroen could take the technology from their 
already complicated DS and ID range and add the further complication 
of a Maserati V6 engine! Second place went to a Jensen Interceptor 
brought along by Phil Otley a local garage owner, and third placed 
was a very rare these days Porsche 912, with 4 cylinder engine where 
the normal six sits. These were reputed to lack the speed of the 911 
but had sweeter handling. Special mention must be made of the Jeep 
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Citroen SM and winner of the concours

Runner up Jensen Interceptor

Multi – concours winning Wolesley Hornet of Graham Harper

Some of the cars and members outside AR&R

Members chatting A series engines

Interesting line up and an interesting and enjoyable evening



which looked very ready to go to D-Day and even had a rifle strapped 
across the dashboard! It is strange how things change – Dick Robinson 
brought his Lotus Elan Sprint along which won in 2012, but this year 
scored ‘Nil Pointe’! A great fun night and once again a different car and 
owner took the honours. 

Turning now to future events and by the time you have the August 
issue we will be just about ready for the Summer Tour on 10th 
August. This has attracted a full entry of 40 cars for a 160 mile route 
through Staffordshire and Cheshire with a bit of Shropshire thrown 
in. Minis will be represented by 4 cars including Neil Preston’s Mk1 S 
and Peter Chadwick’s Mk2 S, in an entry where over half of the cars 
were built before 1980. A full report will feature next month, but if 
you live in Cheshire or Staffordshire Moorlands and would like to see 
the cars passing through, then contact me and I can provide you with 
details of the route.

Besides our regular first Monday meetings we are organising another 
display in Stone High Street on Saturday September 21st. The 
intention is to fill the High Street with cars, and that will take 75 to 80 
cars. If we get enough variety of Minis or MINIs entered we can put on a 
display to celebrate the 60th anniversary. So, if you are reading this and 
would like to be part of the display then please contact me. The display 
is part of the Stone Town Council’s initiative to bring more people into 
the High Street, so the display has a worthy side effect.

That’s all for this month, but our regular meetings take place all through 
the year on the first Monday in each month at the George and Dragon, 
Meaford Road, Stone ST15 0RX.

Pete Cresswell
pete.cresswell.t21@btinternet.com

Suffolk Region

Peter Drane, Jack Gray and Steve Burch returned from Beaulieu, 
after doing Suffolk’s usual stint of car parking duties, without any 
mishaps, apart from the return trip being 200miles and taking 6 hours 
30 minutes due to huge traffic hold ups at the Dartford Tunnel. No 
doubt other returning MCR members experienced the same hold up. 
It was Steve’s second recent trip to Beaulieu as his recently restored 
Innocent was on display at the MCR Mini Sixty display during the 
Spring Beaulieu Autojumble in May. See photo of his car on page 15 of 
the July issue of CooperWorld. 

Following that it was Jack Grays turn to take us on a Sunday Mystery 
tour. We left our usual Martlesham meeting place and wound through 
country lanes via Framlingham, Dennington, Peasonhall, Yoxford, to 
Leiston where there was a Classic Car Show on. We displayed our 
cars there for 2 hours and travelled back via Snape and Orford to 
Woodbridge through some lovely wooded terrain reminiscent of the 
New Forest. 

At our next meeting we will discuss if we are intending to travel to the 
Mini Festival at Brands Hatch.

A note for Suffolk diaries; Sunday 4th August Suffolk Premier Classic and 
Sports Car Show. Please let me know if you intend to be there on our 
club stand. 
 
Ian MacPherson
07749936274

Thames Valley Region 

Early in May, the Thames Valley Region attended the Popham Airfield 
Classic Car Rally & Vintage Aircraft Fly-in. This is an annual event which this 
year attracted thirty two car clubs and over a thousand classic vehicles.

I arrived with Phil Stonard, who had the Region’s Gazebo in his Mini 
pickup, and along with Clive Brooks we set up the stand and awaited 
the arrival of the rest of our display cars.

By chance we were parked next to the Imp Club, two great 1960s 
classics together. We had ten cars on display including one member from 
the Basingstoke Mini Club who wished to join the MCR. There was 
plenty to see and do with both Aircraft and Classic cars in abundance. A 
good time was had by all.

We hope to attend next year’s event.

Ken 
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Jeep looking very ready for D-Day

Mini Chat 

Orford Quay

Leiston Car Show 
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Thames Valley Region at Beaulieu MCR Mini Day 2019

When one of our members said “I think we should try for the Best 
Regional Stand Award at Beaulieu” we all thought yes, let’s go for 
it! and we did….as you can see by the photos. We all contributed in 
some way and had a fantastic day! And then, to top it all, we actually 
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Cars for sale 

Restoration project Rover Mini John Cooper 
LE (1999) registered 2000. 1380 engine, 
stage 3 cylinder head etc. Full details on 
request. Mechanically sound but body 
requires TLC.£8,500 ono. Manchester 
area. Tel: 0161 4499145 or mobile 07860 
561439 or email:sebshope@hotmail.co.uk or 
antonyehope@outlook.com

Parts for sale 

Set of 4 Minilite wheels & tyres (Dunlop 
Formula 70 165/70 SR10). Never used £625.
Telephone: Peter on mobile 07885 284545 or 
home landline 0208 941 8050

Notice to car buyers
The driver and vehicle licensing agency 
(DVLA) may refuse to register vehicles that 
are without a vehicle identification number 
(V.I.N.) and/or an engine number. The DVLA. 
may ask the police to inspect cars without 
either one of these identification numbers. 
Members and readers are advised to be 
cautious before purchasing such vehicles.

Notice to advertisers
ALL ADVERTS TO THE EDITOR 
EITHER BY EMAIL OR POST
Members classified “for sale” and “wanted” 
adverts are free (minis and mini parts only) 
providing they are not excessively long nor 
in the course of business trade. Please quote 
your membership number when writing. 
Non-members and trade members wishing 
to place a classified advert must enclose a 
cheque for £5.00 with their advert script. 
Failure to do so will result in the advert being 
returned unpublished. Cheques should be 
made payable to Mini Cooper Register.

Business advertisements disclosure order 
1977. All traders are required to state 
this fact clearly in their advertisements 
either by the letter T or the word Trade
The club regrets that adverts for log books 
(V5 documents) and/or chassis plates cannot 
be accepted adverts. Adverts must be in 
written form only please and addressed to the 
magazine editor. This includes instructions for 
repeat insertions and/or advert amendments.

FOR SALE AND WANTEDFOR SALE AND WANTED

won the Best Regional Stand Trophy! Mission accomplished and well 
done to all our region members who made the effort.

Many thanks again to Tony Salter and his team who made it all possible.

Lorraine

Ken Hunter and Lorraine Hampson 

REGIONAL REPORTS
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